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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

PAPER PRESENTED.

By Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary
Minister) : By-lays of Lhe Toodysy
roads board dealing with trespass and
poundage fees.

BILL—LAND ACT AMENDMENT.

Introdueed by Mr. MeDonald and read
a first time.

QUESTION—RACING CONSULTA-
TIONS.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN asked the Premier:
1, Is he aware that a sweep of 20,000 sub-
serihers on the Kalgoorlie Cup and
largely in aid of charity was drawn last
night ¢ 2, Is he aware that large sams
of money are being weekly sent out of
the State to Tasmania ¢ 3, In view of
the faet that some people will always
gamble, will he favour the ronning of a
State lottery, or allow reputable per-
sons. who wonld be guaranteed, to run
same, and hy that means gain much
reeded revenue for our own Stafe ¥

The PREMIEL replied: 1 and 2,
Yes. hut not officially. 3, The Govern-
ment do not propose to make provision
as suggested.
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QUESTIONS (3)—PERTH TRAM-
WAYS,

Sale of Tickets.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS for My, Heitmann
asked the Minister for Railways : What
are the reasons for the alteration in the
system of selling tram tiekets 2

The MINISTER FOR RAIT.WAYS re-
plied : To enable the staff concerned
to more eflectively carry out their duty
of collection; the sale of ordinary conces-
sion tickets in bulk at reduced rates
{exeepting workmen’s tickets, whieh are
still obtainable from conductors) has
been transferred to suburban stationms,

the ear barn, and the office at the Town
Hall,

Position of Superintendent,

Mr, LEWIS asked the Minister for
Railways : 1, Is the present occupant
of the office of Superintendent of Tram-
ways permanently appointed ¥ 2, If not,
when is the permanent eppeintment to
be made ¢

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: 1, No. 2, Probably within the
next six months. .

Employees’ Agreement.

Hon. FRANK WILSON asked the
Minister for Railways : Is it the inten-
tion of the Government to earry out the
terms and counditions of the agreement
exising between the tramway employees
and the company, pending arrangements
for a new agreement with the Commis-
gioner of Railways ¥

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: Yes.

QUESTION —- POLICE STATION,
HIGHGATE HILL, QUARTERS.

Mr, LANDER asked the Premier: 1,
‘Will he cause an inspection to be made of
the quarters sapplied to the officer-in-
charge at the Highgate Hill police sta-
tion, to ascertain if it is possible for the
occupants fo occupy same under hygienie
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conditions? 2, Does he intend to make
some provision for better police protec-
tion for Mount Lawley and Tast Perth
districts?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, It
is considered that the present police pro-
tection in the Mount Lawley-East Perth
distriet is sufficient,

QUESTION — AGENT GENERAL'S
OFFICE, EMIGRATION OFFICER.

Mr. LANDER asked the Premier: 1,
Has-his attention been drawn to a para-
graph which appeared in last Friday’s
issue of the TWest Australian as fol-
lows:—“Ar, R. L. Gilbert has returned to
the charge of the Government Fmigration
Department at Victoria-street, after an
absence on his long leave of four months,
during which, by the consent of the Gov-
ernment, his services were ntilised by the
Midland Railway Company of Western
Australia in promoting their ready-made
farm scheme. The time was short for
working up a scheme of such magnitude,
and it is an obviously diffienlt matter to
sell prepared farms existing so far off, but
Mr. Gilbert’s suecess was such that the
company asked for an extension of his
leave in order that he might complete his
valuable work. This, however, the Agent-
General conld not see his way to ap-
prove”’? 2, Will he extend the same pri-
vilege to all other civil servanis on long
service leave, so that they can add to their
salaries? 3, Is it desirable that a member
of the staff of the Agent-General in Lon-
don should be associated with a private
company’s land sales in this manner?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. The
arrangement was entered into between the
Agent General and myself, as represent-
ing the Government, at the time I was
visiting London. 2, Each ease is dealt with
on its merits. 3, This instance was not
so muoch a matter of selling a private
company’s land as assistance rendered
for the purpose of ensuring to the State
a suitable class of settler, in conneetion
with which Mr. Gilbert has had consider-
able experienee.

2, Yes.
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QUESTIONS (2) — INEBRIATES’

HOME,
Inmates on leave.

Mr. FOLEY asked the Premier: 1, Has
his attention been drawn to a report cur-
rent in the City that cerfain inmates of
the Inebriates’ Home are in the babit of
coming to Perth and returning there in a
more or less intoxicaled econdition? 2, If
so, has anything been done to prevent
this practice? 3, If not, will he caunse in-
guiries to be made?

The PREMIER replied: 1, On three
occasions three separate inebriates have
returned to the institntion the worse for
liquor, but it is not eorrect to say that
inmaies are in the habit of so doing. 2,
If an inmate breaks his parole in this
manner he is not allowed out again, ex-
cept in special circumstances and in the
care of friends. 3, Answered by No. 2.

Imterviewing patients.

Mr. FOLEY asked the Premier: Have
patients in the Tnebriates’ Home permis-
sion to interview other patients for Press
purposes?

The PREMIER replied: No.

QUESTION — ELECTRIC POWER
SCHEME, PLANT.

Hon. FRANK WILSON asked the Pre-
mier: 1, Having reference to the Govern-
ment eleetric power scheme, is it a faect
that orders have been placed for the
plant and machinery in London without
tenders heing called’ locally, in the uspal
manner, for the same? 2, If so, were
public tenders called in Londen or else-
where? 3, What is the value of orders
placed?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. The
provision of the plant and machinery for
the (fovernmeni Power Station was left
almost entirely in the bands of the firm
of Merz and McLellan, and, on their ad-
vice, and with the concurrence of the
Agent General and myself, when in Lon-
don, tenders for various reasons were not
called locally, the prineipal reason being
the nrgency of the matter, and the fact
that only a limited number of firms could
supply the necessary plant and material.
3, £188,521.
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MOTION—POSTPONEMENT,
Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex): In

regard to the molion standing in my name
on the Notice Paper having reference to
the reports on the hull of the s.s. “Kwin-
ana,” I should like, with the permission
of the House to postpone ity considera-
tion until after the motion also-standing
in my bame and referring to balance-
sheets of the State trading concerns has
been dealt with. I have no intention of
proceeding with the third motion stand-
ing in my name, which asks that agree-
ments or contraets of any kind in connec-
tion with State trading enterprises en-
tered into by the Government be laid on
the Table of the House.

Motion, by leave, postponed.

MOTION—STATE TRADING CON-
CERNS BALANCE SHEETS.

Hon. FRANK WILSON

moved—

That there be laid upon the Table of
the House at the earliest possible mom-
ent afler the close of the financial year
—1. A balance sheet in conneclion with
the State steamers. 2, A balance shee!
i connection with State butchers’ shop.
3, A balance sheet in conngction with
State hotels.

He said: Y should like fo have included
in the motion, a balarce sheet in connec-
tion with the State live stock department,
or the State stock dealing department.
The motion is eouched in snch terms that
every member can support it. It seems
to me desirable that we should have this
information, and the Government them-
selves, I think, should not take exception
to a motion of this nature. Tt will not
embarrass the Governmenl in any way,
and unless they wish fo keep back this
information from Parliament and from
the people, who are undoubtedly entitled
to it, T think it shonld be supplied. If the
results of the operations of the State en-
terprises referred to in the motion are
good, as one would hope, then I presume
the Premier and his colleagues would be
only too ready to blazon it forth to
the whole of Australia and the world gen-

(Sussex)
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erally. They would like to fake credit

for having initiated these State enter-
prises, and prove by figures duly audited
that they have been suceessfuol in their
operations. If, on the other hand, the
operations of these enterprises are bad,
and we bhave grave reason to suppose, up
to the present at any rate, that they are
bad, then the sooner we know all about it
the hetter, and the sooner the people
know the actual result of this speculation
in their name, the better it will be for
all concerned, and for the Government
themselves, becanse steps may then be
taken to remedy what has proved dis-
astrous. From remarks dropped by the
Premier the other evening when we
touched upon one portion of our State
Steamship Service, I am inclined to think
he is going to crack his whip over the
heads of his followers and ask them to
vote this resolution doewn. I hope I am
mistaken. He acensed members on this
side of colossal ignorance, becanse we ven-
tured to insist that certain information
ought to be forthcoming, eclossal ignor-
ance of the State Trading Conecerns Act,
providing for the proper keeping of
these accounts, and for the publication
thereof in due course. 1 may here remark
that T heard an interjection by the Pre-
mier to the effect that he was in no way
compelled to give anhy accounis In regard
to these trading c¢oncerns this year. Now
I venture to dispute that attitude, not-
withstanding that he may be, perhaps,
legally entitled to refrain from having the
accounts published for some time yet to
come; becanse I notice that these con-
cerns, amongst others, were only gazetted
under the Trading Coneerns Act of 1912
on the 21st May last, and, therefore, 1
suppose the Premier bolds that his year
begins from that date, and that, conse-
quently, he need not produce these bal-
ance sheets until the early portien of nest
year, if then. I want, however, to im-
press upon hon. members opposite that
there is such a thing as publie
opinion. public opinton which, more
than anything else, controls the acts of
2Ministers of the Crown, controls those
Ministers whether they like it or not, or
whether or not they are strietly within
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the four corners of some legal docnment
or Act of Parliament which has been
passed by members here assembled. And
public opinion demands that we should
know something in regard to these trad-
ing concerns at the earliest possible
moment, The motion does not bind the
Government to bring down these accounts
to-morrow, or even next week, but it will
be an instruction to them te hurry up
and have the documents prepared—they
ought to be prepared now—and published
in record time. I would point out that
we have now passed some three months
since the close of the financial year, and
three montbs is all teo long a period for
accounts of this deseription to be deleyed
from publication.

The Premier ;: Three months ¢

Hon. FRANK WILSON: We
getting close on to it, anyhow.

The Premier : We have not reached
two yet.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : Well, T will
say two months, Two months is all too
long a period over which to withhold the
publication of aceounts of this deserip-
tion; one month is ample. Almost the
largest private trading concerns which
conld be compared with these undertak-
ings would have their balanee sheet out
within a fortnight of the close of their
finanecial vear. Certainly they would be
prepared and published within a month.
There is no large stock to take aceount
of, no stocks to halance and value an-
write oft depreciation upon; they are
practieally cash concerns, and ought to
be as easily balanced almost as the
monthly Treasury figures which are
given to us through the Press on the
morning of the first day of e¢ach month.
The Premier may claim, as he did by
_interjection a few days ago, that they
have to be andited. Y admit that. But
it must he done in the same manner as
private coneerns are audited. Tt is idle
to produee that as an argunment for
withholding these acconnts. If we enter
into the realm of trading in competi-
tion with our ecitizens we must be
prepared in the interests of those eiti-
zens to have our trading concerns and the
accounts kept in a way similar to that

are
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in which they are kept by those private
individuals. Special aaditors aceus-
tomed to the auditing of commercial
accounts ought to be engaged to lock
after the affairs of these irading con-
cerns. Special auditors ought to be
constantly examining the accounts and
books of these trading concerns. Every
month some audit officer ought to be
in attendance to see that the books arc
right up to the mark, the accounis pro-
perly kept, and payments duly made;
then, at the end of the year, it would
be an easy matter to produce the balance
sheets which, so far, have not been
placed before us. Aceounts can be kept
very accurately on monthly returns,
more especially in connection with
State steamers and butchers’ shops which
trade practically for eash alone. Those
books eould be kept up every month and
balanced every month. I mentioned the
other night that the manager of the
State Stearmship Department had said
emphatically that those acecounts were
kept, so far as the steamers were con-
cerned, that eaeh trip had its balance
sheet prepared, the same as is done in
the Adelaide Steamship Company’s office
in regard to their steamers. So it ap-
pears to e no argument can be brought
forward in support of refraining from
giving this most necessary information
to the public at the earliest possible
time. The time has arrived, I maintain,
when the people are eatitled to know the
frue position of affairs, Curiosity is
rife, anxiety is increasing day by day,
and the longer the Government keep
these things back the more will they be
condemned by the outside publie, and the
more suspicion will they create in the
minds of the public that these depart-
ments are not earrying out all that was
promised at their ineeption. There has
been misrepresentation with regard to
these enterprises, undoubtedly; misre-
presentation from time fo time as to the
profits earned. There has heen evasion
with regard to the management. Oec-
casionally we get some interview or semi-
interview or inspired paragraph in the
newspapers that such and such s to be
the case, and eventually we find that noth-
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ing of the sort has occurred. Take the
alteration of management the other day.
First it was pooh-poohed by responsible
Ministers; yet within a very short time
we find that the management has been
transferred, as was hinted at, to the
control of the Fremantle Harbour Trust
secretary and his staff.

The Premier ; That was never stated.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : No, it was
stated that they were not going to do
it. The Colonial Secretary snid distinctly
per the medium of an inspired para-
graph, that nothing of the sort was in-
tended, that they had not been trans-
ferred. Yet within a short time that
transfer was made.

The Premier : That is not correct.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : Reticence
and seerecy have been the prime fea-
tores in connection with these under-
takings, as indeed, I am sorry to say,
they have been in connection with every-

" thing of importance which has transpired
during my friends’ oeenpaney of
the Treasury bench. And these remarks
apply just as much to the butchery con-
cern as to the steamship serviee. The
necessity for the motion is patent to
everyone, patent by reason of the fact
that the State enterprises so far have
not given the results which Ministers
almost guaranteed. Certainly they pro-
phesied them with sirong confidence.
Sufficient information bhas leaked out
from time to time, and has been disclosed
by the Treasury figures month after
month during the past 12 months, to
cause serions unrest, if not alarm,
amongst those who are best able to judge
what the ultimate results of those ven-
tures will be. A loss has been admitted,
so far as the State Steamship Serviee
is coneerned, and the figures have en-
Jdorsed that admission. Up to the end
of last year we have lost something like
£30,000 in round figures on our steam-
ship service.

The Premier: You will say £100,000
next.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Pre-
mier has lost pretty weill £100,000 on bis
eapital account, but T am talking of the
actnal resutt of his trading. And let
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me remind the hon. member that £30,000
would go a long way towards providing
work for the workless, and keeping the
unemployed off our streets, together with
those who are inundating the Labour
Bureau, seeking the employment which
the Labour Governmeni pledged them-
selves to provide, but which they have not
provided.

The Premier: Stinking fish,

Hen. FRANK WILSON: Well, they
belong to the Premier, and he has to get
rid of them somehow or other. The July
Treasury figures show o loss of some-
thing like £3,000, while the August figures
for the first time show a small margin of
profit of £2,333—if they be accurate,

Mr. Gill: Do you not know that they
are accurate?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I want the
balance sheet to find out whether they are
accurate. Hon. members are not doing
their public duty if they do not support
me in the demand for these documents
which ought to be publie properly. If
private individouals were treated in this
way, shareholders in big nndertakings,
the managers and directors thereof would
very soon geb their walking tickets, and
be told to make room for better managers
who would give more consideration to the
shareholders. We are all shareholders in
these concerns. Qur money is invested in
the wndertakings, the people’s money,
and the people want to know the result
of this investment, and whether it 1s
beneficial and profitable to carry on or
not. Of course we know that at this sea-
son of the year steamers are carrying full
shipments of live stock at payable rates,
and it would be a pity indeed if, under
such circamstances, we conld not show
some margin of profit. When we are
carrying full shipments of live stock we
have no loading or unloading charges;
our cargo walks ifself upon the vessel,
and in dure course walks back again upon
the shore at the port of discharge, that
ig, if it is in a condition to carry itself on
its own legs. I wonder what is going to
be the position in regard to these steam-
ers in the off season, from November to
March next; I wonder if these steamers
are siill going to show even this small
margin between revenue and expenditure
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which the Premier was so proud of, and
which he refererd to the other night as a
£2,000 profit, indicating that the tide had
turned and that we were now in a fair
way to make the venture snccessfui.

The Premier: When did I say that?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: In the House
the other night. In the Treasury figures
we have no heading in regard to the State
butchery enterprise, and T fail to see why
we should not bring the revenue and ex-
penditure of that enterprise within our
Treasury accounts as is dome with the
State steamers. Why does not the Pro-
mier have these figures published so that
the public may ses what is being done in
that regard? The Colonial Secretary,
some time back, hetwen December of last
year and January of this year, claimed
that the butchers’ sialls had made a pro-
fit of something like £300, The other day
the Premicr claimed that the profit was
£800, and I want to know about the stock
department’s figures,

The Premier: What about your coal
wines?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Premier
need not be personal. My ecoal mine is
all right, and it is a very sound undertak-
ing. I suppose the Premier would like to
invest some of his hard earned capital ?

The Premier: Oh, no,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I can assure
the Premier he has not got a hope; 1
would not have him as a shareholder.

The Premier: You have no chance of
getting me,

Hon., FRANK WILSON: How about
the stock departmeni? Early this year
we had a shipment of catllc from East
Kimberley which bad been purchased
from a stock grower named Farqubarson.
and when the Government steamer “Kwin-
aoa” ought to have been loading his stock
at Wyndham, she was knoeking aboul
Sydney and Neweastle on some errand
and these cattle were detained at Wynd-
ham until they ceased to be fat. They
arrived at Fremantle during the summer
months and then, of course, they were no
good except as stores. It was stated that
the Government purchased these cattle in
order to avoid an action at law, and that
thev paid £6 17s. 6d. per head for cattle
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which were worth only £4 per head. 1t
is well known that a number of the cattle
were condemned by the Government veter-
inary surgeon on account of being in-
fected with plenre. Some of the best of
the beasts were put up for auction at
Fremantle and an offer of £5 per head
was made, and that, of course, was re-
fused. Some of the eattle were bronght
back again a fortnight later, so T am in-
formed, and £3 per head was the best
bid that could be obtained, That bid
was again refused. During the interim
some of the animals died from pleuro.
and as hon, members know—it is aneient
history now—some were shot and burnt
becanse they could not stand on their legs,
whilst 150 of those still remaining on
hand were sold at 25s. per head. The
point 1 want to make with regard to this
transaction is that when the announce-
ment of profit was made by the Colonial
Secretary, there must have been on hand
something like 150 head of cattle which
had cost the Government £9 per head at
least, at Fremantle. Thus, the profit of
£300 claimed by the Colonial Secretary
on ibis venture is turned into a loss of.
roughly, £850, It seems to me that if
we had made a profit of anything likKe
£800, then the live stock aceount must
have covered up any loss snch as that on
this shipment of cattle from Farquhar-
son, If that is so, I ¢laim that the true
result of the butchering business is being
hidden up. The butchering business should
stand all the losses on shipments of catile
which have been purchased for il and
brought down to the southern ports.
Yandanooka station. T nnderstand, has
been made a depdt for the butchering
business. Have the working expenses of
that station or any proportion of the in-
terest and sinking fund charges been de-
bited up against the butchering venture?
1t seems to me that we are entitled to
know, and to know early, how the position
truly stands.

The Premier: We ounght to consult you
before we do anything.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Premier
ought, I think it is his duty to eonsult
Parliament before entering upon these
ventures, I told the Premier long since
that he had acted illegally when he em-
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barked upon this undertaking of State
steamers, and he certainly did act ille-
gally and contrary to the ordinary usages
of Parliament.

The Premier: You would not bold thal
I could get a hetter example to follow than
yourself,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Premier
has never followed my example, That is
the mistake he makes. 1f he had followed
my example, he would not be in such a
financial muaddle as he finds himself in
to-day, and he would not have had this
country tied up in such a knot as will
take his successors some years to unravel
after they once tackle it. T was saving
that Yandanooka station has heen turned
into n depdt for the butchering business,
and we want to know what position the
Govermmnent have taken up in regard to
that property. Is ordinary Consolidated
Revenue charged up with the interest and
sinking fund on the purchase money of
that property? Is the cost of mainten-
ance charged up against the butcheriog
business, of which it is an adjunct, or is
it kept, as we believe it is kept, separately
and entirely hidden up in the general ex-
penditure which is charged up against
Consolidated Revenue? The small station
owners, which the Premier in his usual
way claimed were to be benefited by the
initiation of this department and the
State steamship service are seriously
affected, and have been right through
by the erratic runping of these
steamers. The “Kwinana” entered
the trade this season something like
six weeks late, and at the present time
she is ahout ten weeks late, and will con-
tinue late throughout the season in conse-
quence. These delays ruin the condition
of cattle, and it is needless for me to
point out that if the department drifts
on some len weeks or three months late
in the season, ultimately it will drift inte
the summer months and that will be dis-
astrons to the bringing of cattle down to
the southern markets. The purchase of
several thousand head of cattle from the
Bovril Company has started somewhat
disastrously. The first delivery of some
400 head dwindled down to about 100
head before the steamer was ready tfo
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recaive them. They were taken delivery
of by the Government agent at Wyndham
and were then diseovered to be aflicted
with pleuro, but despite the Government
voterinary surgeon’s instructions to the
eontrary, they were placed on the steamer
tor shipment to Fremantle. Eventually
they had to be taken off again in obedience
to instructions to that effect sent up from
headquarters. I understand that several
thonsands of these eattle are fo be taken
delivery of during the present season, and
1 would point out that the lateness in the
running of the steamship “Kwinana” will
mean that the bulk of them will require
to be brought down during the summer
months, and the resnlt will be disastrous
to the Government from a financial point
of view and fatal to the cattle, bacanse
many of lhem must die.

Mr. Male: And they have refused io
bring down 1,000 head of ecattle from
other squatters.

Hon., FRANK WILSON: I can quite
understand that they cannot bring down
cattle for outside snuatters when they can-
not provide acecommodation to bring down
their own eaftle purchased from the Bovril
Company. The small retail butchers in
the meiropolitan area appear to be ihe
only people who are affected by the Gov-
ernment aetion in regard to the butchers’
stalls which have been opened at Subiaco
and Tremantle, and ultimately will he
opened at Kalgoorlie, it the views of
Ministers are given effect to. These small
men buy at publie auction every week and
the Government alse buy at public anec-
tion to a large degree,

The Premier: The retailers do nothing
of the kind—not all of them, The great
majority buy at prices as stated, not hy
auction.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: They do not
do anything of the sort.

The Premier: T say they do.

Hon. FEANK WILSON: The retail
batehers silend the auetion sales twice a
week. one day for cattle and another day
for sheep. The Premier's agent goes
there and bids against them, and if the
private huyer eannot meet within seven
days his payments for the cattle he has
purchased, his bid is not taken at the
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next aunelion sale and he is not supplied.
Of course, if the Government have a loss
on their transactions, instead of their
being placed in a position not to pur-
chase again, the publie foot the bill and
no more is said about it. There was in
existence some time ago a large com-
binaiion of companies owning something
like 50 retail buichers’ shops extending
from Leonors to Fremantle, but they
could not be worked at a profit under the
rules and conditions laid down by the
Arbitration Court; therefore, those busi-
nesses were transferred to the managers
of the respective branches oa certain
terms, and it is only because those man-
agers, unframmelled by any arhitration
award, could go into their own shops and
do a Jarge portion of the work connected
with the shops, that they were able to make
ends meet and rua the establishments at a
profit. They have become master buichers
and now, forsooth, when they are doing
their utmost to serve the publie well, and
to make a living for themselves, those are
thie men, the small men, whom the Premier
and his colleagnes have set ont to erush,
and ithose, and those only are the men
who will be injured by the eompetition
of the State butchers’ shops. I say
again that the small cattle growers have
not benefited one iota by the introduetion
of the State steamship serviee and the
establishment of State butchers’ stalls.

Mr. Underwood: Rot!
lutely incorreet.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order | T hope the
hon. member will not disecuss that phase
of the question; indeed his remarks are
not within the seope of this motion, That
matter was discussed on the motion
moved by the hon. member for Kimberley
last week.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Not the cost
of beef.

Mr, SPEAKER: There was a discus-
sion ereated by the member for Kimberley
as to whether the eattle growers have been
benefited by the introduetion of State
steamers, I do not think it is desirable
in the best interests of the House to con-
tinne that diseussion on this mation.

That is abso-

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Premier : The hon, member could
not find that out from the balance sheet,
anyhow,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I claim that
it can be seen from the balance sheet, if
the Premier will give me all the detailed
information I am asking for. I desire
by these illustrations to show how neces-
sary it is that we should have these ac-
counts. The Government claim to be pro-
viding certain facilities and eonveniences
that are benefiting & sechon of the com-
munity, and I am pointing out that they
are not being benefitted.

Mr. Underwood: I say they are.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order !

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The hon.
member can say what he likes.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order !

Mr. Underwood: And so can yon.

Hon, ¥FRANK WILSON: Nobody will
take any notice of the hon. member,

Mr. SPEAKER : Order! I am not
going to allow hon. members to continue
@ debate across the floor after I have
called for order. The terms of the mo-
tion will not permit the leader of the
Opposition to discuss the merits of the
State steamers’ operations so far as as-
sistance to the squatters or other people
is concerned. The hon. member has
asked for a balance sheet. The hon.
member must confine his remarks to
ghowing the necessity for a balance
shect, and the operation of these con-
cerns as trading businesses, but I cannot
allow the hon. member or any other
bon. member to depart from the scope
of his motion and discuss something
which has already been discussed oun
more than one occasion in this House
during the session.

The Premier: Every week.

Hon., FRANK WILSON :
wish

The Premier : Discassed every week.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Will the
Premier be guiet. I am addressing the
Speaker, and the Premier ought to learn
manners. 1 am only drawing an illustra-
tion to show the necessity for having these
accounts produced and produced pro-
perly. If I can show that the different

I only

State enterprises have not fulfilled their
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funetion that surely is a very strong
reason indeed why we should have the
accounts immmediately they can be pro-
dueed.

Mr. SPEAKER : If the hon. member’s
intention was to show that these trading
concerns are not fulfilling their require-
ments to the country, then he should have
framed his motion in different langnage
from that expressed in this particular
motion. I do not want to burk disenssion,
but the purpose of this House is to do
the business of the country, and my duty
is to conduct the business in aceordanee
with the Standing Orders, using, of
course, ¢ommon sSense and diseretion in
the manner of the observance of the
Standing Orders. I am quite prepared
to allow the hon. member sufficient scope
to diseuss his motion in its fullest terms,
but it would not be wise on my part to
allow disenssion to follow on the lines of
that alrealy permitted and followed in
this Chamber on more than one oceasion
this session.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Then, Sir, I
will get off that point in ohedience to your
ruling, and just remark that one poor
man, a pioneer of Kimberley, who re-
fused something like £3 10s. a head for
cattle at Wyndham, had them brought
down by a State steamer and had to take
17s. a head for them. I wonld like to
have returns——

The Premier: That will not be shown
in the balance-sheet.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: If detsils
are given it can be shown who used the
steamers, and it will be found that very
few ontside of the cattle kings have used
them. Then, the other day we had this
farcieal royal commission on the State
Steamship Serviee, and here again is re-
vealed the necessity for having prompt
accounts, We have had allegations of
mismanagement, departmental misman-
agemeni—I do not want to hit a man who
is down—but we have had no report from
this royal commission. Whilst the then
Prime Minister of Anstralia was stump-
ing the country during the recent Fed-
eral elections quoting a telegram received
from the Acting Premier of this State
that the State steamers were a profitable
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undertaking and had not lost £2,000 a
month, and whilst our own Premier was
extolling their virtues in the metropolis
of the world, the ecity of London, and
whilst we had the Colonial Seecretary
here denying the eriticisms which were
written by one “QObserver” in the West
Awustralian, we had, on the other hand, as
a matter of fact, the loss being incnrred
month by month, absolutely inearred, and
now when we have a royal eommission
appointed to inquive inlo the general ad-
ministration of the Steamship Service,
appointed, I say rightly, on the charges
that were made by Mr. Holmes publicly
in the Press, as scon as the manager col-
lapses the commission is dishanded and
no report 1s brought in to satisfy the pub-
lie as to the truth or otherwise of the
gllegations.  Mr, Holmes pledged his
reputation on the charges he made, and
proved them evidently up to the hilt, and
yet he is denied a verdiet. No verdiet
is to be given as to whether his statements
were true or otherwise, notwithstanding
that we had responsible Ministers previ-
ously denying practically these charges
and the Premier himself announcing the
suecess of his undertaking,

The Premier: A man who would stoop
to what he did does not deserve a verdict.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Who can
find fault with Mr. Holmes for having
made the charges? One might criticise
the methods he adopted, bnt no one can
find fanlt with a leading citizen who was
using the steamers and contributing to-
wards their maintenance for making the
charges which he knew to be well founded.
The ecommission was appointed and was
appointed with 75 per cent of its mem-
bers eivil servants, one member only be-
ing from outside circles, and Mr. Holmes
was asked to appear as plaintiff, if you
please.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The diseus-
sion has nothing to do with this guestion.
I must ask the hon. member not to de-
part from the terms of the motion, be-
cause it makes my position extremely
diffienit in confining other hon. members
to the question before the House. If I
allow the hon, member to depart from the
terms of his motion 1 must allow every
other hon. member to do the same.
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Hon. FRANK WILSON: I wish you
would.

Mr, SPEAEKER: I wonld like to, but
I must not do so. If the hon, member
brought forward a motion which per-
mitted the royal commission being dis-
cussed, I would be only too willing to
allow it.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I maintain
that 1 can advance any arguments of mis-
management, as such arguments will be
a proof that we are entitled to the full
ficures. If I can show, therefore, that
there was mismanagement and misrepre-
sentation, it is all the more reason why
the Chamber should vote for the produe-
tion of these figures.

The Premier: You know members are
not going to,

Hon, FRANK WILSON: The Premier
does not know, or has he eracked his
whip already? T object to these unseemly
interruptions. I am trying to keep on
the line of argument, and if T am ruled
out of order I shall have to cease, but T
maintain, with all due respect, that I can
use any argument showing mismanage-
ment and misrepresentation on the part
of Ministers as a sound one why the offi-
eial fignres should be produced immedi-
ately.

The Attorney General: You are debat-
ing the Speaker’s ruling.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: That is no
concern of the Attorney General, I am
submitting this with due respect for Mr.
Speaker’s eonsideration.

Mr. SPEAKER: Ordert 1 do not
think the hon. member is dispnting my
ruling wilfully.

The Premier: Not wilfully, but he is.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I want you
to give me as much latitude as you can.

Mr. SPEAKER: T must adhere to my
resolution not to alfow the hon. member
to discuss the royal commission. If the
hon, member desired to disenss that, his
motion should have been put in a differ-
ent form. Tf he had worded it “that in
the opinion of this House the operations
of the steamship service are not in the
best interests of the people or the comn-
try” it would have given him the scope
he desires, but a motion for a balance-
sheet does not give him that opportunity.

[ASSEMBLY.}

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Then 1 may
refer to the capital cost of the steamers
as being a porlion which will be included
in the balance-sheel which ought to have
been produced to this Honse long ere
this. The other night I asked the Pre
mier certain questions with regard to the
cost of these steamers, and I find that the
‘“Western Australia,’’which cost in Lon-
don £39,500, has incrcased to £63,633;
there is here a difference of something
like £24,000 representing increased capi-
tal expenditure. Surely it is a matter of
moment to know what this £24,000 has
been expended on. Snrely it is import-
ani that we should know whether it is ad-
visable to expend more than 50 per cent
of the original cost of the steamer in
adding to her capital value mmore especi-
ally when we know that the Government
are importing new furnaces to replace
those which were burnt down recently,
a faet which was commented on as being
an everyday occeurrence. We know that
the “Western Australia” will shortly have
to 2o East to he overhauled and to go
through her periodical snrvey, and we
know that when she goes East for that
purpose, and also to have these new fur-
naces put into her beilers, whieh will
necessitate the removal of the boilers,
many thousands of pounds will have to
be spent on her. T would not be a bit suar-
prised if the expenditure rung from £5,000
to £10,000 to have this steamer reclassi-
fied. and is this to be charged to capital
expenditure, or is it to be charged to the
running expenses of the service? The
“Kwinana,” purchased for £17,000—very
much above her value at the time—has
cost nearly £19,000. The “Eucla,” which
was purchased for £10,500 in the old
country, has increased to £13,651. Three
thousand pounds has heen expended on
that litlle steamer; what for? We want
the information. The “Tna,” which cost
£2,000. has up to the present doubled her
eapital cost and stands at £3,998, and in
addition we have stock fittings put down
as capital eost to the amount of
£2,502, and plant and stock at £2,865.
Surely these figures, in themselves, are
snfficient for any sensible member of this
Chamber to wish to have the true ae-
counts placed before him at the very
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earliest opportunity in the wording of
my motion, and T would here say, without
dwelling unduly on the point, that I think
it is just abont up to the member for
East Perth to make some publie statement
or some farther allegation with regard to
one of the biggest swindles perpetrated in
connection with the mail service on the
sonth coast,

The Premier : It will not be shown.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It ought to
be shown, and the Premier ought to see
that a proper explanation is made, and
that the hon, member is compelled to
prove his contentions, or to withdraw
them, The hon, member knows very well
that only one company was involved, and
certainly if he’is honourable about it, he
will either prove his statements or with-
draw them.

Mr, Lander: Did you give an explana-
tion of the Claremont Asylum contract
when vou gave it to your son-in-law?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: T advise the
hon. member to study Hansard and he
will see that he is making an ineorreect
statement now, and that I never gave a
contract in connection with the Clare-
mont Asylum to my spn-in-law.

Mr. Lander: Your department did.

Hon. FREANK WILSON: No, it did
not; he never had a contract. So we
have it that the ‘*Western Australia’ is
to go to Sydney very shorily tobe docked
in order to be reclassified. Rumour says
that she was at first going to Singapore,
in order to have the direet advantage of
the cheap labour in that portion of the
world, That is hardly believable in view
of the white labour poliey of my friends
on the Government side of the House, but
it is an undoubted faet that she will have
to be re-surveyed and will have to he
ripped open from end to end, or she will
not be reclassified.

The Premier: Have you been getting
into touch with the people over there?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: T have been
in touch with people of this deseription
all my life.

Mr, Underwood : Have you been to an-
other civil servant for information?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I want to
point out where possibly the Premier may
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have hidden up some portion of the enor-
mous loss,in connection with these steam-
ers, It seems undounbted, to my mind, that
a considerable sum has been expended
and debited to eapital aecount out of Loun
funds, which otherwise ought to have
been charged to the ordinary running
expenses of the service. The Premier is
also exceeding his anthorisation by £5,000,
according to his own figures. I want to
know if he is acting under proper anthor-
ily by so doing. He is also inclined to
say that be acts in a legal manner, but he
did not do so when he first purchased the
steamers, and evidently he is carrying on
in that same policy.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : Yon never exceeded anything.

Mr. George: Two blacks do not make a
white.

The Premier: You are double black.

Mr. George: You are no eolour at all.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: With regard
to the running of the “Eucla,” and the
mail service contract which the Premier
entered inte, possibly the loss in the ser-
vice is to some extent aceountable for that
contract. He admits that there has been
a loss kince the ineeption, and I have it
on fairly good authority that negotiations
are in progress with the Federal authori-
ties to replace the “Fucla” with the “Una,”
& much smaller vessel. It is obvious in his
admission—and I do not find fault with
him in trying to better the conditions of
his contract when he finds it is a losing
coneern—that he did not ask encugh sub-
sidy. Although he may claim, and per-
haps jusily so, that he has provided the
South-East coast with a better service,
we, as members of Parliament represent-
ing the people of this State, are entitled
to know at what cost. It is a well-known
fact that the Adelaide Steamship Com-
pany, which was running these mails for
some years past, and np till this time had
run a smaller steamer, had a subsidy of
something like £4,000 at the time when the
Ravensthorpe copper field was in full
swing, and they bad the trade in connee-
tion with that to look to. The Premier
rushes in and pledges the credit of the
couniry to a considerable expenditure,
and now he is in the humiliating position
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of having to admit that the service is not
a paying one, and therefore he has proved
bis incapacity te run this enterprise in a
payable manner and in the interests of
the people.

Mr. Lander: Did he lose as mueh on
the steamers as you lost on the Hopetoun-
Ravensthorpe railway?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The contruc-
tors lost something like £5,000 on the
railway. Of course, I can understand
the Premier feeling hurt when he finds
that his judgment has been wrong, and
the venture likely to be disastrons, and
let me here say that it is abselutely neces-
sary that he should face the music. It is
idle for him to sit back and refuse under
any Act of Parliament to produce these
accounts, It is idle for him to pretend
that he can keep the results secret as long
as he thinks fit. He is only the enstod-
ian of the public funds; he is only the
manager for the people of the State; and
the people ask and demand that the ace-
counts shall be prodnced. I ehallenge the
Premier to keep the accounis back, as he
intimated he would do the other night,
possibly until next year. I demand that
these acecounts shall be produced and
tabled at the earliest possible moment.

Hon. W, C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister} : The Premier promised that.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: The Premier
intimated that there was no need for him
to bring in the aceounts this year at all,
unless he liked. Bui the Premier has no
choice, and the Honorary Minister has
no choice either. They forget that they
are not individuals dealing with their own
personal affairs, but are in office simply
as managers of the State -enterprises
which have been rashty embarked upon,
and which bave shown such disastrons re-
sults up to the present,

Hon. W, C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
Fer) : T am glad you put that last portion
in.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan):
When I see a person go up like a roeket,
I generally expect to see the siick come
down,

Hon. Frank Wilson:
down in due time.

You will come

[ASSEMBLY.]

The PREMIER: Evidently the leader
of the Opposition, in going off like a
rocket, has finished up by coming down
like & stick.

Mr. George: He will stick next time.

The PREMIER : I notice the halo keeps
chattering. I have no objection to the
motion tabled by the leader of the Oppo-
sition.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Whai a wonder!

The PREMIER: It is not a wonder at
all, only & sign of the colossal ignorance
of our friends in Opposition. Whether
this motion is carried or not I am bound
by Aect of Parliament to present these
balance sheets in dne course; whether the
motion is earried or not the position is the
same, and the motion only shows that our
friends opposite are ignorant of the law
that was passed only last year.

Mr. George: We do not believe in “due
course.”

The PREMIER: The hon. member be-
lieves in serap iron.

The Minister for Lands: They scrapped
the hon. member.

Mr. George: I will buy your ships when
yon have got them scrapped.

The PREMIER: We have had trading
eoncerns operating in Western Australia
for a number of years, and the hon. mem-
ber was probably surprised when he found
in the Government Gazette of the 23rd
May this year a number of trading con-
cerns brought under the operation of the
Trading Concerns Act, which was placed
on the statute-book by the present Gov-
ernment, A Bill for the purpose has
been drafted and redrafted time and
again, while our friends opposite were in
office, and they declined right along the
line to introduce it into Parliament. And
all this time they were operating trad-
ing eoneerns; all this time the publie were
just as desirous of receiving information
respecting those trading coneerns as they
are at present.

Hoen, Frank Wilson: No, they were not.

The PREMIER: The hon. member is
only desirous of using the public for the
purpose of getting information as the
leader of a party, and assisting his best
friends and supporters, the people who
assist materially in providing the funds
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for the purpose of enabling him to exist
as o pariy, the ship owners, the Em-
ployers’ Federation and others of that
ilk, and of course he comes aleng and
asserts in the House that he is voicing
publie opinion, and making a demand
on behalf of the public. The public are,
perhaps, better aware than the hon. mem-
ber that these balance sheets must be pro-
dueed, but they are not so foolish as to
imagine we are going to preduce balance
sheets until those balanee sheets are pro-
perly audited. But, of eourse, it is
another opportunity for parading their
desire to keep the present Government on
the straight path, forgetful of the faet
that only recenily they themselves had
charge of the Treasury bences, and if
they were in earnest to-day the public
would expect them at least to turn and
produce evidence that when they were in
office they did what they are desirous of
the present Government doing. There is
not a single statement made by the leader
.of the Opposition in respeet to which I
could not show that his own Qovernment
had been guilty of a similar, or worse,
action. The pablie know that when they
were in office they bought a steamship and
spent a considerable sum of money in
repairing it, but soid it shortly afterwards
for half the money they paid, and never
made the matter public to this day,

Hon. Frank Wilson: What steamship
is that?

The PREMIER : A boat; the hon. mem-
ber does not kmow evidently,

Mr. George: Tell us,

The PREMIER: The hon. member
conld pet it from those public servants
who know he bought it.

Hon. W, C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : What about the "“Venus,” which
eost £1,6009

Hon. Frank Wilson: That was in con-
nection with the harbour works.

Hon. W. C. Apgwin (Honorary Mini-
ster): She was for the North-West,

The PREMIER : T ecan assure the
leader of the Oppaosition that he will have
some difficulty in persuading the public
that he is in earnest in saying he desires
to zet this information in the interests of
the public, so long as the public have
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knowledge that the hon, member, when he
was in charge of the administration of
various State departments, was not care-
ful to see that those trading concerns were
on a business basis. If the hon, member
will torn up the Government Gazetie of
the 23rd May this year, he will find that
the following were brought wunder the
Government Trading Conecerns Aet by
present Government; and the Act was
placed on the statute-book by the present
Government before introducing new trad-
ing concerns,

My, George: I suppose you found it in
& pigeon hole.

The PREMIER: I told the hon. mem-
ber it was drafted and redrafted times
out of number while our friends were
on the Treasury bench, and they re-
fused to introduce it.

Hon, J. Mitchell: It was a better Bill.

The PREMIER: In the Government
Gazeite of the 23rd May hon. members
will find that the following trading con-
cerns were brought under the operation
of the Government Trading Coneerns
Act, whicli eompels books to be kept in
a certain manner, and properly aundited
balance sheets to be produced to Parlia-
ment :-—Government refrigerating works,
Abattoirs, North Fremantle sale yards,
Perth city markets, Government meat
stall, Albany cold stores, land clearing
operations, Boya quarries, workshops,
water supplies, State steamship service,
aborigines’ eatile station, Parth-South
Perth ferry service, milk sopply, State
hotols (including Rotinest hostel and
Caves House). If hon. members will just
analyse those for a moment they will dis-
cover that ten ont of the fifteen were
operating while our friends opposite
in power, namely, the Government re-
frigerating works, Abattoirs, North Fre-
mantle sale yards, Perth city markets,
Land clearing operations, Boya quarries,
‘Workshops, Water Supplies, Aborigines’
catile station and State hotels. Ten
of the fifteen were operating while our
friends opposite were in power, but they
made no provision for the production of
a halance sheet in any single instanee, and
never issued one; and now they come
along and say the public require these
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balance sheets, and require them early.
We provided an opportunity for the
balance sheets to bhe produced by the
measure which we brought in last vear.
As T have alrendy said, ten of those fifteen
eoncerns were ope.rating previously, and
members opposite never attempted to pro-
duce a balance sheet for the publie in-
formation, When the public recognise
that they will see how mueh value they
ean place on the statement of the leader
of the Opposition, that he is in earnest in
requiring this information for fhe publie.
It is pure hypoerisy, nothing else, Let
me also point out that what T said the
other night was absolutely correet, that
we are not compelled, even under the
Trading Concerns Act to produce a bal-
ance sheet this year on the operations of
the trading concerns for last year, as the
Trading Coneerns Act was not passed
until last December, and it was not
brought into operation until May of this
year. | want to tell my friend opposite
that the Awnditor General himself in a
conversation with me in my office, sug-
gested that in some cases, though not in
all, it would be desirable not to do so, be-
eause they had not had the opportunity of
getting the books put in order from the
1st July of last year, and these are the
books that were operated under our
friends opposite, books that will not per-
it of a profit and loss account being pro-
duced for the information of the publie.
Our friends opposite are the gentlemen
who were responsible for those methods,
and now they are aecusing us of lacking
business acumen. Let me tell the leader
of the Opposition that we have been
cleaning up a good deal of what he and
bis friends left, and this is one of the
things which we have cleaned up. We
have told the department that they must
get the books put in order, that they
must operate from July of last year, and
we shall keep faith with the public and
produce those balance sheels. In every
one of those instances, to which T have
referred. we found that it was not possible
with the books that were kent to produce
a profit and loss account in aceordance
with the Trading Concerns Aet, and then
hon, members opposite taunt ns with lack

[ASSEMBLY.)

of business acumen. The hon, member
should not endeavour to appear to be a
schoolmaster by attempting to teach us
maoners and business acnmen. First of
all let me tell him that he wants tuition
himself. He could do with it badtly.

The Minister for Lands : He wants
kindergarten instroetion before anything
else.

Hon. Frank Wilson : T have aban-
doned the atiempt to teach vou any-
thing.

The PREMIER : T have no objection
to the mntion heecanse it is in aceordance
with an Aet of Parliament, and the
very faet that the hon. membher has
woved it shows the ahsurdity of submit-
ling sueh a motion for the approval of
Parliament.

Mr. George :
s0 much ?

The PREMIER: T am not protesting;
I am only trying to point out what
little knowledze the leader of the Op-
position has of the Acts of Parliament
which he has helped to place on the
statute-book. The hon. member made
reference to secrecy and reticenee on the
part of the members of the Treasury
benech whenever inforination is songht.
May T here make this remark, that,
judging hy the manner in which the
leader of the Opposition dealt with
this matter. the figures he qguoted, and
the information that he gave hon. mem-
bers, and in some respects tu Ministers,
T am satisfled of this, that even if we did
desire to keep these things seeret we
would be unable to do so.

Mr. Lander: TYou ecanuot stop the
pimps.

The PREMIER : Whether the hon.
member is actually responsible for it or
not. tlie faet remains that he has been
looking for the information or someone
has taken it to him, because some of the
remarks he made to-day dealt with mat-
ter which left my possession not more
than iwo or three days since. It seems
to mie that & dishononrable, disloyal, and
despicable public servant has taken it
to himr or he has gone around the publie
offices spying it oat for himself.

Why are you protesting
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Hon. Frank Wilson : Your imagina-
tion is rumning riot,
The PREMIER : It is not. Let me

refer to one instance, that of approach-
ing the Tederal authorities fo allow us
to substitute the steamer “Una” for the
““Emela’ which is undergoing survey,
and ask the leader of the OQpposition
where he gol the information he made
use of to-day,

Hon. Frank Wilson : Did you ap-
proach the Federal authorities ¢

The PREMIER : Yes, bui I want to
know who told the hon. member that I

approached the Tederal anthorities. I

am positive the information id not come
from the Federal Govérnment becanes
they have not yet received my letter.
The hon. member must have got the in-
formation from a publie servant, and the
public servant who would wgive that in-
formation to the hon, member is dis-
honourable and despicable.

Mr. Heitmann : And so is the re-
eeiver.

Hon, TFrank Wilson: I absoluteiy
deny that I bave received the slightest
information from any public servant. I
say this in the interests of the publie
service. No one has ever approached me
or spoken to me on the subject.

Hon. W, C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : That might be true, brt per-
haps someone else did.

The PREMIER : Of course, I sup-
pose, the hon., member would not be
likely in his capacity of leader of the
Opposition to lese the opportunity of
getting information from any source. 1
have previously explained that the hon.
niember does not object to picking up in-
formation in the street. Frequently he
has asserfed that eertain things have been
rumoured about the streets and I sup-
pose under those cirenmstanees I cannoi
complain if the gets into touch with the
service, or if he uses what he hears in
the street. Tn this particular case, how-
ever, the information must have been
divulged from the public service, or per-
haps he got it from someone who ob-
tained it from a public servant, and in
connection with the expenditure in de-
tail he must have received the informa-
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tion from a public servant. As a matter
of fact. T am not controlling any of these
concerns, except the State hotels, and the
leader of the Opposition has given me
more information than I knew myself.

Mr. George: Your Ministers keep
vou informed.
The PREMIER: It is not the duty

of o Minister to ran to the head of the
Government and tell him evervihing that
is taldng place, any more than it was
the duiy of the hon. member for Mur-
ray-Wellington when he was Commis-
sioner of Railways to ron to his Minister
and repeat fo him whatever was happeu-
ing. How does the leader of the QOpposi-
tion know these things nnless they have
been diselosed to bim by a public ser-
vant 7 T can tell the hon. wwember that
some of the information that he has dis-
elosed to-day, as well as that which he
disclosed last week was information which
never came under my wnotice, and that
when 1 made the statement with regard
to the transfer of the State steamships
to the Harbour Trust officials, I was not
in possession of the fact that suck had
been arranged. It was known in Fre-
mantle, the attitnde that Mr. Allnutf
was going to adopt, before the meeting
of the Trust tock place.

Mr. George : Then where did I get
the information from ¢

Mr. Heitmann : In the gutter.

Mr. SPEAKER : I am not going to
allow disecussion on these lines; it is
out of order. The Premier must confine
himself to the motion.

The PREMIER: 1 must respectfully
protest. The leader of the Opposition
has made certain statements, and if I,
as head of the Government, am going to
he eestricted to the motion when the hon.
member has made definite charges, T will
not be able to reply to them, He made
these charpes, and it is trne that he eonld
not he ealled to order until he made them.
T now ought to be given the opportunity
to reply to them.

Mr. SPEAKER : The leader of the Op-
position did not make any statement about
having received information from certain
sources; he merely made an assertion,
and the Premier should eonfine himself
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to refuting that assertion. This, how-
ever, the Premier is not doing, but is
making statements which have nothing
to do with the metion.

The PREMIER: The hon. member
made reference to my statement in con-
nection with the handing over of the
steamers to the Harbour Trust, and he
was not called to order; he eompleted his
point in that direction. I think I am en-
titled to refer to it.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I did not deal
with it; I only referred to it in passing.

The PREMIER: The leader of the
Opposition commenced by stating that the
(Government were reticent and were trying
to keep these matters secret. I am trying
to point out that even if we desired to do
that, it would be quite impossible undeér
the prevailing conditions,

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon, member is
entitled to follow that line of discussion,
but the practice of departing from the
motion and making counter charges leads
to disorder and to personalities being
hurled across the Chamber, which is not
in the best interests of the business of this
House.

The PREMIER: T regret if my counter
charges have caused personalities to be
hurled across the Chamber, but as I have
to suffer it, I suppose the hon. member
will also have to suffer it on some occa-
sions. The leader of the Opposition also
stated that T said that during August the
State steamships had shown a profit of
£2,000. 1 never made any such statement,
and for the life of me I do not know
where the hon. member got his informa-
tion. His imagination is evidently play-
ing up with him again.

Hon, Frank Wilson: You said you
made a small profit of about £2,000.

The PREMIER: May I tell the hon.
member that we last discussed this ques-
tion on the 27th Auguast, and the monthly
accounts were not made up until the 31st
Augnst, with the resuli that I could not
have had the information with regard to
the month’s operations until after the 31st
Angust, and that this is the first ocea-
sion on which we have discussed anything
in eonnection with the State steamship
service since the close of last month.
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Hon. Frank Wilson: I will accept your
denial,

The PREMIER: The hon. member also
made some reference to certain eondemned
cattle, or caltle purchased by the Govern-
ment for the meat sialls, and he said thay
were condemned by the Government veter-
inary surgeon before we purchased them.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Before you ship-
ped them.

The PREMIER: The hon. member is
again eonfusing two points, which are tot-
ally different. The Government bought
some cattle in Fremantle and they were
discovered to be suffering from pleuro.
This was about February last, and the
hon. member declared that these were the
cattle that were condemned before they
were purchased,

Hon. Frank Wilson: You bought them
at Wyndham,

The PREMIER: No. The cattle the
hon. member is referring to were not con-
demned prior to purchase, It was dis-
covered afterwards that they were suffer-
ing from pleuro, and surely the hon. mem-
ber will appreciate the fact that such a
thing might happen even to a private
buyer. Cattle may develop a disease after
purchase and the buyer, whoever he may
be, will have to suffer the loss,

Hon. Frank Wilson: That is the point.

The PREMIER: 1 can assure the hon.
member that these were made a charge
against the butehers’ stafls. But I do not
know whether this is a dialogue that we
are indulging in, or whether T am ex-
pected to reply.

Hon. Frank Wilson: T apologise, but
I was jnst petting on the track.

The PREMIER: The hon. member, as
T pointed out, tried to make the public
and the members of this Chamber believa
that these eattle were condemned before
we purchased them, and I am pointing
out that such was nol the case, and as
they had not devaloped the disease prior
to purchase, we could hardly be blamed if
aventually they did develop the disease.

Mr. George: Did not your buyer inspeet
them ¥

The PREMIER: I want to say that
when the balance sheet is produced it will
be found that any loss that may have beep
made with that shipment will have been
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taken into aceount. We do not propose
to write off anything that is a fair charge
against the conduct of that business. I
may tell the hon. member that we have
written off that loss and still show a pro-
fit on the operations, and, as I stated at
the cutset, we eommenced to make a pro-
fit withont drawing a penny ont of the
Treasury, and to-day we are still showing
a profit.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Lock at page 144
of Hansard,

The PREMIER: I do not propose to
look at any page.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You will see there
that you stated that the last two months’
operations showed a profit of £2,000.

The PREMIER ; The hon, member also
wants to know whether the interest
eharges on the purchase of the Yanda-
nooka estate, portion of which is being
used for the purpose of holding. this stock,
is being charged np against that particu-
lar stock or the butchers’ shops—our meat
sales account. Let me, tell the hon. mem-
ber that we are charging up everything
which can be properly charged np against
it, and in fact a correct balance sheet will
be produced. Exaetly the same thing is
applying now to Avondale, which eould
not be said when our friends opposite had
conirol of it. The hon. member says that
the retail butchers are the people who are
affected by our action, I will admit at
once that some of them are affected, and
I want to tell the hon. member that the
eonsumers in the metropolitan area in
particunlar are affected by our action.
They are affected in the direction of sav-
ing from 4d. to 7d. per pound by pur-
chasing at the Government meat stall.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Nonsense; I have
the figures here.

The PREMTER: I may tell the hon,
member that T still purchase a little meat
from the Government meat stall, and
therefore I ought to know the price paid,
seeing that T pay the same as other cus-
tomers pay. T say again that we have
reduced the priee of meat by from 4d.
to 7d. a pound, and the eonsumers in the
metropolitan area are gefting the benefit,
while, at the same time, we are showing
a profit. When the hon. member made the
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statement that the retail or small bateher
had been previously buying his meat by
auction and I interjected that such was
not the case, he again asseried it. I
want to tell the hon. member that it was
certainly not the case prior to the Gov-
ernment opening their meat stall in the
Perth ecity markets, and bringing their
stock down from the North-West and puk-
ting them up at auction. The hon. mem-
ber knows that the great majority of re-
tail butchers in the metropolitan area
were only permitted 1o commence
business at the will of certain
gentlemen comprising the meat trust ex-
isting in Western Australia. And he also
knows that those gentlemen, the whole-
sale butchers, had a monopoly of the
abattoirs for killing stock from the North-
West or anywhere else, with the result
thal the small butcher, if he bought on
the hoof at publie auction, had no oppor-
tonity of getting that stock kilted and
placed in his stall and, in consequence, he
had to go to the City market and other
places and buy his meat on the hook,
meat which was not put up at publie
auetion, but which had the price already
fixed upon it when the retailer went to
buy it. We have seen this done, and in-
deed it is being done to-day. The result
was that there was no falr competition
so far as the retail butchers were con-
cerned, However, when we get our Gov-
ernment abattoirs erected and in full
operation in eonjunction with our steam-
ers trading to the North-West, which
afford an opportunity to the small squat-
ters inland to bring their stock inte open
markets and have it lilled at the Govern-
ment abattoirs where they cannot be fol-
lowed np by gentlemen interested in the
meat ring, then the time will have arrived
when the retail butcher who knows his
business will remain in that business, and
the eonsumer also will obtain a material
benefit. Under existing conditions it has
not been the first-elass buteher carrying
on the retail business, but just any man
whom it suited the meat ring to permit to
open a shop and keep it open. And the
consumer has to pay all the time. We did
not anticipate that one action on the part
of the Government would be sufficient for
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the purpose of breaking up this meat
ring; but we bave made sufficient inroads
into that meat ring to weaken its position
considerably, and as time goes on and onr
abattoirs eome info operation, such a
thing as a meat ring in Western Australia
will be practically forgotten. The hon,
member discussed the question of the
steamers affecting the small squatters of
the North-West. Rightly it was pointed
out that that does not affect the balance
sheet, although the hon, member insisted
that the balanee sheet would show whe
had been vsing the steamers.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I did not say
anything of the sort.

The PREMIER : The hon. member did,
and 1 interjected that 3t would nof be
shown on the balance sheet who was using
our steamers. He stated that he wanted
it to show the biz men who had been
using the steamers,

Hon, Frank Wilson: The report will
show us that,

The PREMIER: We are not dealing
with the report, but with the balanee
sheet, and the balance sheet will not
show the individuals who have been using
the steamers.

Mr. Male: Why, you eannot get any
freight.

The PREMIER: Well, we had beiter
consider the question of getting enother
steamer. The bon. member made refer-
ence fto the charges which had been
brought ageinst the management of the
State Steamship Service. Those charges
to some extent affected the conduet of
the State Steamship Service from the
point of view of its finances; but not to
any great extent, and the less said about
it at this stage, I think, the better, simply
because it is unwise that one should give
-vent to his feelings in connection with the
.attitude adopted by Mr. J. J. Holmes,
who to my knowledge has been promin-
“ently before the public for the last ten or
fifteen years. For a person who has been
4n publie life for ten or fifteen years, and
who would go slong to the manager of
this service, all the time protesting that
he was his friend, protesting that we bad
acted wisely in putting on those steamers,
all'the time asking for consideration as a
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shipper, and then to use the information
he obtained while purporting to be a
friend, to perbaps for ever damn that
individual, is, I think, an aetion about
which the less said the better. It is un-
necessary for me to deal with this matter.
The public have already come to a econ-
clusion in regard to the action of Mr. J. J.
Holmes in this direction, and I think it
does not redound to Mr. Holmes' credit.
The hon., member said that it was pro-
posed to send the “Western Australia”
to Singapore for the purpose of going
into dock and undergoing a survey. It
may have been proposed; some public
servant may have proposed it. But I am
not aware of if, and I am quite certain
that the Government have not dealt with
it, and wounld not consider it for a
moment. The hon. member said it was
past belief that the Government should
adopt such an attitude, a Government
who adhered to the policy of a white Ans-
tralia, But the hon. member need have
no fears on that score. Whether or not
we could get thee work done cheaply at
Singapore is of no moment whatever; we
will send it to white lahour, and in Aus-
tralia if it can be be done here. The
sending of the vessel to Singapore for
such a purpose has never heen considered
by the Government. Just what would
have happened if our friend opposite had
been here, I would not like to say. Evi-
dently he has knowledge that the work
could be done cheaply at Singapore, and
it may be that in order—-

Mr. Male: You promised to send it to
Java yourself.

The PREMIER: But not for the pur-
pose of undergoing repairs. I am not
desirous of saying anything further on
this question, more than to explain that
one cannoi complain if our friends op-
posite take every possible opportunity
of parading this question in respect to
which they think they have an opportu-
nity of obtaining some little kudos with
the publie. But T think they will discover
when we reach the final results, and the
people are asked to express an opinion
on the desirability of -continuing or dis-
continuing the operations of these trading
concerns, that they will give an emphatic
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answer in the affirmalive; bhecause by that
time, not only from the point of view of
showing profits, which is not the all-
essential which our friends opposite would
have ns believe——

Hon. J. Mitchell: Tt is very necessary.

The PREMIER: Tt is wise that onr
trading concerns should, as far as pos-
sible, pay for their operations; bat the
hon. member would not suggest that we
should make that a striet rule. We must
be also satisfied that they are affording
advantages which the public will reap;
that from the point of view of the general
public they are paying by giving ad-
vantages {o the public which would not
have acerued to them otherwise,

Hon. F. Mitchell: But you cannot get
the whole of the public to agree.

The PREMIER: No, not the shipping
comupanies, for instance. But let me point
onf that we are running State batteries
on our goldfields, which have assisted and
will eontinue fo materially assist the
mining industry. Would our friends op-
posite urge that becanse those batteries
are running at a loss, without considering
interest and sinking fund, we should
close down that concern? Is it desirable
that we should do it¥ Hon. members op-
posite know that it is not the case. They
have never looked for profits from the
point of view of paying interest and
sinking fund charges in addition to
affording considerable convenience and
assistanee to the mining industry. And
the same thing might very well apply to
our ships. The fact that we have put
ships on the North-West coast has been
of undoubted advantage to the people,
partienlarly those in the metropolitan
area, and perhaps the small squatters of
the North-West, And when we ean get
the small squatters of the North-West
to put aside and remove the feeling ex-
isting in their minds to-day that sooner
or later our friends opposite may eome
along and pat those steamers off, then
they will be prepared to stand boldly out
and take full advantage of the State
steamers.  To-day they are afraid ot
what may happen if our friends should
come back to power. 1f they knew that
the sieamers were going to remain per-
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manently on the coast, the small squat-
ters would come along and give us all the
freights we desire for the boats. I want
to assure those people of the North-West
that whether our friends come back here
or not, they will not, in any case, have
the courage, even if they were permiited
by the public—which they certainly will
not be—to serap those steamers and the
other trading concerns which we have
commenced. Tt has never been the policy
of the Liberal party to undo what the
Labour party has done.

Hon. Frank Wilson: They will serap
them themselves.

The PREMIER: Will the hon., mem-
ber say now that he is prepared to make
it part of the Liberal policy that the
States steamers sball be scrapped, the
State butchers’ shops closed, the State
milk supply to the hospitals stopped, and
that the other operations included in our
trading concerns shall cease? The hon.
member has never yet made a pronounce-
ment on it, but has contented himself with
heroic utterances when looking for infor-
mation. He has never made a definite
announcement on the subject.

Mr, Male: I would close the shops if
I had an opportunity.

The PREMIER: Of course the hon.
member would, hecause he knows they are
against his interests as a stock-owner.
But it is the public, and not the stoek-
owuers, who must receive first considera-
tion. I want to tell our friends opposite
that we bave never yet refused to give in-
formation either to them or to the public
on any subjeet pertaining to the adminis-
tration of public offices which it was de-
sirable to give, or which, in the interests
of the publie, should be given, or which
had reached the stage at which the public
shonld be supplied with i#; but when they
come along and ask for balance-sheets
and other information which perhaps is
not yet fully prepared, or which should
not be given antil it has been audited ——

Mr. George: Has it not been audited
vet?

The PREMIER: I am not sure on
that point. We have had such difficulty
in straightening up the books in connec-
tion with trading concerns operating
before we came along that we find a diffi-
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culty in producing these balance-sheets.
I can furnish evidence on this point if
necessary, showing that balance-sheets are
bhung up to-day beecause the officers eannot
arrive at the trne position in regard to
the capital expenditure and other things
connected with trading concerns which
were operated by our friend opposite.
We are having very serions difficalfy with
those trading concerns operated by our
friends opposite,

Hon. Frank Wilson: Let us deal with
your own. These set out in the motion
are new ones,

The PREMIER: Yes, bot I propose
that the public shall have the old ones as
well, and that the public shall have the
information on these points in eonnection
with all our trading concerns and not
merely a section of them. And I consider
that when they do get information in re-
gard to our trading concerns——

Mz, Male: They will stop the lot.

The PREMIER: We are not nervous
in the slightest. They will then see the
advantage of baving these trading con-
cerns and, perhaps, will petition the Gov-
ernment to extend the system. We are,
therefore, getting ready to do that, May
I say the Government never have had any
objection to supplying the information
desired, and as the resolution only en-
dorses an Act of Parliament which com-
pels us to supply the information, and as,
further, we are desirous of supplying it,
I bave no objection to the resolution be-
ing carried in order that, at the earliest
possible moment, these balance-sheets
shall be produced.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. GEORGE (Muorray-Wellington):
It may perhaps be considered by some
members that after the speech of the Pre-
mier it is uodesirable that anything fur-
ther should be said on the motion, seeing
that he agreed to submit ihe balance-
sheets asked for at the earliest possible
moment. Well, I do not intend to tra-
verse either the ground over which the
leader of the Opposition went, or very
much of that which the Premier himself
covered, because it seems to me that a
good deal of ground has been covered
that it was absolntely unnecessary to
touch upon in connection with a motion
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of this sort. The Premier has rightly told
us that under the Aet he has to prodnee
these balance-sheeis in due coarse, but
where T differ from him is that “in due
course” and “as soon as possible” mean
that the Honse has been sitting for two
mouths and we are still without a balance-
theet. I shounld like to submit to the Pre-
mier that, although earlier in the session,
it would have formed a convenient excuse
to say that the balance-sheets were not
audited, I helieve I am correct in saying
that the balance-sheets have been pre-
pared for some time, and so far as the
audit is concerned, they could have been
laid on the Table of the House, and the
Premier, if he bad thought fit, ecould have
replied to this motion by laying the bal-
ance-sheets on the Table to-day.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Where did yon
get your information from#%

Ar. GEORGE: That is a question 1
shall have the greatest pleasure in an-
swering to my leader in private, On the
anthority of the Press, who no doubt con-
sulted the Premier in the first place, we
know that the Budget speech is to bhe de-
livered next week, Are hon. members
to suppose for one single moment that
that Budget, which we all know takes
a considerable time to compile, could be
properly put together and submitted to
the House unless the Premier were in
possession of a proper statement in con-
nection with these (rading concerns ?
How is the Premier, or any Treasurer,
to be able to put his figures together
and forecast what income he is likely to
get in the ensning year unless he knows
thoroughly, and from figures on which
Le ean rely, the result of the trading for
last vear? Then, why this seereey, this
hiding and keeping of them back?
Surely the Aet passed by this House, not
only by members on the (overnment
gide, bnt also by members on this side
and accepted by the other Chamber, was
not meant to be a dead letter, and to be
put into operation at the will or capries
of the hon. member who occupies the first
seat in the Cabinet of the State. The
object of passing that Bill was that the
trading coneerns should be properly
looked afier and that information should
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be laid before the shareholders, that is,
the tazpayers of this State, not at what
might be called by the Premier the earliest
possible moment, but almost as soon as
the House met for the present session.
And it would be idle for the manager
of any business concern to meet either
his banker or the owners of that econ-
cern, and put them off week afier week
and month after month by saying that he
had not got the balanee sheet audited.
The hon. gentleman, who has had some
experience of these trading ‘eoncerns,
must know by this time that their opera-
tions must be ecarefully and constantly
watched, and to come to this House
and ask us to believe, and to ask the
people, through the Press, to believe that
he has no means of telling how these eon-
cerns are going by means of the figures
that are prepared, is to absolutely con-
fess to this State and the whole of Aus-
tralia that he does not know the first
essentials of business management. It
should have been absolutely unneeessary
for the leader of the Qpposition to more
than formally move this motion.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Henorary Min-
ister) : He did not want that.

Mr. GEQRQGE : Then I can tell the
hon, member siraight away that the
checkmate for these inconvenient gques-
tions is to straightway lay the papers
and the information on the Table of the
House.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : It is not a question, it is & mo-
tion.

Mr. GEORGE : The hon. member is
playing on words. It is not a question
of which notice was given, but it is a
question right through this motion as
to how the country stands in regard to
those ventures upon which the Govern-
ment have entered. The Attorney Gen-
eral knows perfeetly well, and he is too
pstute 2 gentleman to attempt to make
any excuses for them, that with regard
to a matter of this sort the very best
tacties that could have been adopted,
those which wonld have satisfied the
House, smashed up the Opposition, and
removed the anxiety and nervousness of
the people, would have been to lay the
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papers on the Table of the House at
once. Sines the commencement of this
session members on this side have been
asking for information which we are en-
titled to get, and we have heen met ai
every turn by the subterfuge that the
acconnts are not yet properly audited—
by any excuse that could possibly be
thought of to put off the letting of light
into the corners of these particular
trading concerns. I have a good deal of
information in regard to the running of
these State sieamships—information not
obtained from civil servants, I may say,
so that the Government need not have
another heresy hunt on this score—
whieh I shall deal with when we get the
balanee sheet, but I am not anxious to
stand up here and deal with the question
until I am in possession of the figures
upon which T know the Government rely.
If the figures they supply to us are such
as we can accept, then so much the bet-
ter. It 15 not with us a guestion of
whether it is a Labour or a Liberal
Government; it is eotirely a matter of
the people desiring to know how they
stand in regzard to concerns that are be-
ing run in opposition to the wishes of a
good many taxpayers, but nevertheless
with the money produced by the tax-
payers. The Premier, no doubt aeting
with the eoncurrence of his Cabinet, and
perhaps acting -under orders from the
unseen authority, which we cannot re-
cognise in this House, has attempted to
keep, not only the members of the Op-
position, but the people of the State, in
the dark. It is a most undignified pro-
cedure, and one absolutely unwarranted,
and I am satisfied thai the people will
deal with it strongly.

Hon. W, C. Angwin {Honorary Min-
ister) : That is why you are so indig-
nant.

Mr. GEORGE : The Honorary Minis-
ter tries to make light of these matters,
but I am certain of this, that with the
shrewd common sense he bas in that
noddle of his, if he were a shareholder
in a concern and his manager tried to
put him off day after day and week after
week in regard to how the business was
going, he would not be long in making
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up his mind as to what he was going to
do and how he was going to de it. And
we, on this side, small in numbers but
representing Lhe bulk of public opinion,
in this State, stand here asking for in-
formation which we bave a right to have
given us, and given not grodgingly and
as a favour, but freely and as a right.
There ean be only one explanation of
the attitude of the Government, and that
is that they are afraid to give us the par-
tieulars we seek.

Mr. Underwood : Let it go at that.

Mr. GEORGE : We will let the hon.
member go for less than that. In the
rood old Book, which some of ns revere,
one can read of two sparrows heing sold
for a farthing, and I think that one spar-
row would be about the hon. member’s
price. The Government believe that the
longer they can keep this information
in the background, and the longer they
can zo unchecked in the running of these
concerns, the firmer they will become es-
tablished, and they do not eare how great
a muddle they mayv get into, becausc
they know that it will be the duty of
members on this side to unravel it.

Mr. Taylor : It will be a long time
then before it is unravelled.

Fon. Frank Wilson : It will be a long
time indeed before it can be unravelled.

Mr. GKORGE : The Premier, in the
course of his speeel, made some remarks
to which I must take exception. He
charged the leader of the Opposition
with touting to get information from
civil servants, and practically tempting
them to become traitors to those who are
in power to-day. The hon. member must
know that the eivil servant must be loyal
to the country, and it is his duty to be
loyal whether the Government are La-
bour or Liberal.

Mr. Underwood :
he neglects it,

Mr. GEQORGE : The hon. member
may make that charge, but he will find
that the eivil servants will not neglect
their duty at the next election. They
will remember their duty to the country,
and they will not forget lheir duty to

It is his duaty, but
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themselves, their and the
people of the State.

Alr. Heitmann: Did they not remember
it at the last eleetions?

My, GEORGE: There are temporary
aberrations even amongst the wisest peo-
ple, and the hon. member is a living wit-
ness of il, as is evidenced by the remark
he just made,

Mr. Heitmann:
manent with wou.

Mr. GEORGE : Well, if it is permanent
wilh me, 1 can assure the hon. member
there is method in my madness, and I
would advise him to stody it. I rose
this evening to protest against this poliey
of hush, this policy of hiding, this policy
of following ount the principle of the os-
trich burying its head in the sand, and,
whether members be Labour or Liberal,
T want them to have the courage to ac-
knowledge the position in which they find
themselves, 1f the Premier is satisfied,
if his followers are satisfied, and if the
unseen power whieh gives him his orders,
is satisfied

Mr. Underwood: Oh, McCallum is sat-
isfied all right.

Mr., GEORGE: We on this side will
have to be satisfied for the present. But T
have told the Premier before, and I tell
bim azain, that thongh he may baffle the
people for some time, he cannot baffle
them for all time, and this drawing of a
red herring across the trail by saying that
previous (overnments ran tirading con-
cerns of which proper accounts were not
kept and presented, is absolutely beside
the question. As I remarked before, two
blacks do not make a white, and however
black the Libera]l] Government have been
in their administration, that does not ex-
euse the present Government for not car-
rying ont the promises they made to the
people at the last election. We were to
have honest and clean administraiion of
departments. I am not going to accuse
them of not giving us honest administra-
tion, hut T do accuse them of being afraid
to take the people, who are their masters,
into itheir confidence and let them know
exactly how they stand. I am acecusing
the Premier and his colleagues and those
who uphold him, and the unseen author-

childreu,

The aberration is per-
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ity too, of having done things that we are
entitled to have information aboutf, and
vet while they claim that they bave given
to the State honest administration, they
stand up in the House and say “We
will not give you fthe information until
we choose.” That simply argues that they
are absolutely afraid to let us have this
information. I said a few minutes ago,
and I will repeat it now because the Pre-
mier was not then in his place, the Pre-
mier knows perfectly well that he has this
audited balance sheet, that if he had not
got it he could not have made up his
Budget speeeh, and that he has got the
balance sheet and has made up his Bud-
get is disclosed by the faet, as published
in the Press, that he is going to deliver
his financial statement next week. I sup-
pose the Premier would like the House to
infer that the information on which 1
based the question last week dealing with
the State steamships was obtained by me
from a civil servant. Will the Premier re-
fuse to accept my statement when I say
that I did not obtain it from a eivil ser-
vant? My information came from people
who are not connected with the civil ser-
vice. The hon, genileman must not think
that sueh things cannot be done for to-
morrow it will be made known through ihe
Press that there has been a certain ap-
pointment in conneetion with the har-
bours. The hon. member knows what it
will be, Does he think that this sort of
thing can be withheld from the people?
Yet the Government keep these things
back, and when hon. members ask for in-
formation they get such observations and
denials as we have heard this evening.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) : What will be in the Press to-mor-
row?

Mr. George: The hon. member knows
just as well as T know,

My, SPEAKER: Order! The hon.
member is not diseussing the guestion.
During the whole of his remarks
the hon, member has very rarely confined
himself to the motion under disenssion.
1 find that his speech is largely a repeli-
tion of a speech which he made last week,
and 1 do not know where it is going to
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end. I must insist on the hon. member
discussing the motion.

Mr. GEORGE: I thought I was diseuss-
ing the motion.

The Premier: You are like the babbling
brook, you go on for ever.

Mr, GEORGE: Of course, Sir, I bow
to your decision. To return to the mo-
tion and supplement the remarks I have
already made, these halance sheets which
we desire to have the Premier has told
us he will give them to us, but he has not
said when he will give {hem to us. These
balanece sheets must have been in the pos.
session of the Premier for some time,

The Premier: That is tedious repeti-
tion; yon have said that six times,

Mr. GEQRGE: And I will say it again.

Hon. W. C. Angwin {Honorary Min-
ister) : Head the motion,

Mr. GEORGE: I have read it. It asks
for these balance sheets at the earliest
possible moment after the close of the
financial year.

Mr. TUnderwood: Why stonewall on
private members’ night$

Mr. GEORGE: The question is, when
the earliest possible moment will he. The
point T was trying to make when I was
so rudely interrupted is that the Premier
could have produced these balance sheets
al any time during the last four weeks,
if he bad chosen to do so. It is idle for
him to deny it, or for his supporters to
back up his denial. The balance sheels
have been in the possession of the Pre-
mier for three or four weeks.

The Premier: Who {old you that?

Mr. GEORGE: The Premier cannot
deny it.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD (Pilbara): 1
would like to enter a short protest against
hon. members on the other side of the
House taking up private members’ day
by this continual repetition on one sub-
jeet. I think that private members’ day
is certainly a privilege, and if properly
handled, it is very useful to members of
this House, if not to the Government, but
to take up the time, as has been done this
session everv day by a continuazl repe-
tition of statements in regard to the State
steamships, is certainly getting away
from the object for which private mem-
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bers’ day was set apart. The question re-
garding State steamships will keep; if
the ships are the disaster which the leader
of the Opposition hopes they are, he will
know all about it hefore the next election,
and will be able to put the matter before
the electors,

Hon. Frank Wilson: You will know all
about it then.

Mr. UXDERWOOD: It is not only
undignified but pitiful for the leader of
the Opposition, & man who has oeccopied
the office of Premier of the c¢ountry, to
come forward week after week with a
similar motion, We have had six private
members’ days this session and this matter
has been discussed on each of those days.

Mr. George: That shows our anxiety.

Mr. ONDERWOOD: It was also dis-
cussed during the debate on the Address-
in-reply, and the Estimates yet to come
wili provide another opportunity. I econ-
tend that it would be more dignified for
the leader of the Opposition to move &
siraight out motion, a no-confidence mo-
tion if he likes, and settle the question.
But to come here continually with motions
of this deseription is really astounding,
coming from a gentleman who ought to
know snfficient to uphold the dignity of
this House,

Hon. J. MITCHELL {Northam): The
hon. member for Pilbara seems fo think
we are not entitled to ask a second time
for information beeanse we do not sue-
ceed in getting it at the first time of ask-
ing. The Premier stated that he will give
us the balanee sheets when he pleases.
Every one must admire the manner in
which the Premier meets the attacks which
are made upon him by the leader of the
Opposition, He wazxed very wroth and
pretended to give us information, but
really did not do anything of the sori;
he only made accusafions against the pre-
vions Administration. He said we eould
not expect & balance sheet in connection
with the State steamships, because we at
one time had bought a boat. We boughi
a boat, a small sailing boat, to bring down
some phosphate from the North coast;
but unfortunately the boat would not sail.
The outlay, however, was infinitesimal.

The Minister for Lands: I was only a
Jittle one.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon, J. MITCHELL: Like tbe Mini-
ster for Lands, it was small in every way.
At any rate, the Premier excuses himself
and the investment of £100,000, which
might well have been put into other ne-
cessary works, on the ground that the
previous Government at one time bought
a boat, He said, too, in connection with
the balance sheet we are asking for, that
the previous Government did not keep
accounts which would enable himn to make
up balance sheels in connection with the
tricling concerns, as he would like to make
themmw wp. 1 would remind the Premier
that he has been in office for two years,
and that a previous Labour Government
administered the affairs of the country for
12 months, and I would further remind
him fhat we put throagh the Trading Ae¢-
counts Bill in December last. The Pre-
mier bronght cerfain eoncerns under the
operation of the Aet on the 21st May,
which was six weeks before the close of
the financial year. Will his balance sheets,
for which we are asking in connection
with the State steamers, be made up ac-
cording to the mcthod set out in the
Trading _\ccounts Act? Ts it possible?
Can the Premier do as he said, namely,
turn back his aceountaney staff and have
the Looks rewrilten from July last, in
order fo do what he proposes? Of course
he will do nothing of the sort. The Pre-
mier will produce his accounts and they
will have been kept until the 21st pro-
bahly, under the Treasnry regulations
which the Premier knows all about. It
is said that these books were not written
up as the transactions oecurred, that there
was delay in writing them up, confusion
in the aecountancy branch of the State
Steamship Department. If that is so,
has the Premier anything to hoast about?
I confess that the Government books are
not kept as well as they should be gener-
ally, but I assert that so far as the trad-
ing undertakings entered into by the pre-
vious Government are concerned, we did
keep records which were far clearer, judg-
ing by all accounts, than any kept by the
State Steamship Department.

The Premier: You never produced a
halanee sheet or profit and loss account
for any one of them.
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Hon. J. MITCHELL;: The Premier
knows full well that we @id. I think he
demanded a balance sheet in connection
with the Government cold storage works,
and from time to time statements were
prepared and submitted to the House. Did
not the Agricunltural Bank present a bal-
ance sheet? Did not the Premier know
in connection with every one of our small
trading concerns just what was happen-
ing?

The Minister for Lands:
had the slightest information.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Premier
simply compares with our undertakings
this investment of £100,000 on steamers,
on which there is a loss of from £30,000
to £40,000 to be added, and the money in-
vested in the State butchers' shops, which
includes a considerable amount invested
in stock at Yandanooka. At that station
there are 1,500 head of cattle being fat-
tened for the butchers’ shops.

The Minister for Lands:
2,000 now.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: These 2,000 head
of cattle cost a lot of money,

The Premier: What about the cows and
goats you bought? They cost money.

Hon. J. MITCHELL:
eompares the State steamers and the but-
chers’ shops, ineluding as they do the
Siate trading department in coneetion
with stock, and each week, or frequently,
we see an advertisement that stock is to
be sold, presumably on aeccount of the
State butchers’ shop, on behalf of the
Government by some stock agent-—the
Premier compares these concerns with the
cost to the country of the freezing works
and abattoirs. Freezing works are a small
concern against State steamers, and they
are a necessary concern. No one objects
to the Government running cold storage
works,

The Premier: You ran them in opposi-
tion to existing works,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The people who
were running similar works were the
Fresh Food and Jee Company; those were
the only other works in Perth.

We never

There are

The Premier: Did not you build abat-

toirs where others existed?
Hon. J. MITCHELL: I built them at
Kalgoorlie because I believe we should

The Premier.
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have them everywhere, and I would have
had them also at Fremantle and Wynd-
ham. The health of the community de-
mands that abattoirs should be established,
but this is a totally different proposition
from State butchers’ shops and State
steamers.

The Attorney General: Where is the
difference?

Hon, J. MITCHELL: The Premier
also said that the previous Government
did some land clearing and did not keep
proper accounts. 1 say accounts were
kept. There were other ways in which we
undertook some trading, for instance,
there were State hotels, which made a
profit and a fairly considerable profit,
though there were just one or two run by
the late Government. There are State
hotels to-day but if the figures as pub-
lished are correct those hotels are not
paying.

The Premier: Oh, oh !

Hon, J. MITCHELL: If the Premier
ean prove otherwise he can satisfy us on
the point. The Premier interjected abhout
importing cows, and the Government to-
day are deing so. I have as much right
to refer to these things as the Premier.
He wishes the country to believe that he
ean be excused for not supplying infor-
malion for which we ask on the ground
that the previous Government condusted

trading  concerns, and he would
like the country to believe that
they were of equal magnitude to

those conducted by the present Gov-
ernment.  The pesition is entirely
different, The public want to know what
is happening in regard to the Premier’s
ventnre respecting State steamers and
State butchers’ shops. There was no need
to establish State butehers’ shops; the
price of meat last vear was lower than
it is this year. In addition to selling
cattle at [remantle, the meat market
in  Wellingten-street thas been in
existence for many wvears. It is
the custom of small butchers to
buy supplies at that market largely,
just as the Premier does for his butchers’
shops. That market supplies meat fo a
good many butehers in Perth, and the
Premier Imows as well as I do that it sup-
plied meat at a lower rate last year, be-
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fore the State steamers started to rum,
than it is doing this year. These steamers
are costing a lot of money and they have
not henefited the meat warket of Perth
ore jota, The State steamers have not
henefited the situation at all, in fact meat
is dearer becnuse of the steamers. The
State steamers were away from Western
Austraha when they onght to have been
on the northern coast. The Premier’s
explanation with reference to the Farqu-
harson cattle is, of course, some satisfae-
tion to us. We believe that the £2,000 loss
on those cattle, or whatever it was, has
been written np against the stock account,
and that the Premier has made enough to
cover the loss on the eattle out of his
butchers’ shops. But if the Premier has
wade this enormous amount on the small
turnover of those shops, all T can say is
that the people must be paying a pretty
big thing for their supplies, The Premier
denied that these eattle were diseased
when he bought them. As & matter of
fact they mpst have brought them dis-
eased from the North.

The Minister for Lands: He did not
deny that they were diseased; he denied
that it was discovered before he bought
them,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: At any raie they
must have brought the disezse from the
North, and an inspection must have dis-
closed it. The Government, as a matter
of fact, had no option in the matter. They
had mpade a bungle, the steamer was at
the port, and they were compelled to buy
these cattle or submit to an action at law.
They made a very bad bargain. just the
samne as they did in connection with the
Bovril Company, What is the Premier
going to do wilh ibese cattle? We are
entitled to know, and I suppose the
balance sheet in  conneefion with
these trading econcerns will disclose
the position in regard to this biz
purchase. These steamers might have
done considerable good for the small
squatter of the North, and without the
loss to the couniry that is being experi-
enced from day to day. The Premier, of
course, can deny this House information
but I consider that he is unwise in doing
so. I believe he should tell us just what

(ASSEMBLY.]

bas happened in counection with these
trading concerns, these socialistic under-
takings, and the public could then judge
whether he should go on with these under-
fakings as he can only be allowed to do
if returned te power 12 months hence.

The Altorney General: He has pro-
mised you the balance sheet, what more
do yon want?

Hon. J, MITCHELL: We want the
balanee sheet, and we want it now.

The Attorney General: At the earliest
possible moment {he balance sheet< will
be on the Table.

Hon., Frank Wilson: Do not get an-
unoyed about it; at any rate let him finish
his speech. '

The Attorney General: It is terribly
boring.

The Premier: It costs money every
time to put in Harsard what the hon.
member has said twenty times already.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: The Premier has
promised, and ] protest against the delay,
It will be two months more, I expect,
hefore we get any information, and in the
meantime the steamers are to be run at
the eost of the people of this Siate, We
heard, too, during the ecourse of the Pre-
mier’s speech that be is sapplying hos-
pitals with milk and supplying hospitals
with meat.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon.
member is not justified in econtinuing his
discussion on those lines.

.Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Premier re-
ferred to this milk,

Mr. SPEAKER : The Premier certainly
made a reference, but am I justified in
allowing the hon. member o disenss
every reference the Premier made.

Mr. George : Surely we can reply.

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. memberis
not going to reply in this manner, at any
rvate. Ile can reply in aecordance with
the terms of this motion. Otherwise he
will resame his seat.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: For the people
of this State T do protest against this
secrecy. I protest against the Premier
withholding this information. T have
nothing more to say upon the question,
and I hope the Premier will not make it
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necessary for us to bring the matter up
again in this House.

The Premier: I willi take fine care of
that.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: He should sup-
ply these balancesheets each week, if
need be, until the people know what they
are entitled to know.

The Premier :  Without this
would have nothing to talk about.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
T. H. Bath): The leader of the Opposi-
tion and his co-leaders have, T think, mis-
taken their vocationm. They ought to be
on the boards as actors.

you

Hon. Frank Wilson: All men arc
actors,
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I

would recommend the leader of the Op-
position to start right off by presenting
“The School for Seandal,” as they wonld
make a suceess of it. The leader of the
Oypposition as Lady Teazle would, 1
think, e a howling success. Out of all
the chaff which we have had from the
members on the Opposition benches, this
fact stands out clear, that during the
whole time when they were oceupying
the Government benches and administra-
itve offices, they never attempted to pre-
sent a balance-sheet in conneetion with
the trading concerns then being ron.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What has that
got to do with these balance-sheets?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They
never took the public into their eonfidence
or published any information in connec-
tion with those {rading econeerns, nor
were acconnts kept ; the position had
to be remedied, and af the in-
stance of the: present Government
4 measure was placed on  the
statute-book  providing  that  pro-
perly prepared trading accounts should
be submitted to thiz Assembly. Then
we find the hon. member for Murray-Wel-
lington (Mr. George}, who supported
his colleague, the leader of the Opposi-
tion, in his attitude in refusing informa-
tion, to-might tearing a passage to tat-
ters and telling us that two blaeks do not
make a white, and that we should pre-
seni these statements.

Mr. George: They do not, do they?
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The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: If for
seven or eight years these gentleman kept
the publie in jgnorance and heard no ery
that the public were desirous of this in-
formation

Mr. George: Were they in office eight
vears?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Then
it sounds very much like hypoerisy for
the hon. mewber for Murray-Wellington
to talk of the public demanding this in-
formation. As a mafter of faet, the
public know that this information will
be supplied, and they are not quite so
impatient as the hon. member for Mur-
ray-Wellington.

Mr. George: It tonches you on the raw,
anyhow.

The MINISTER ¥OR LANDS: The
hon, member evidently imagines that he
is going to get some material from these
balance-sheets with which to furnish those
long, wearisome, and, shall T say inac-
curate, speeches which he is so fond of
delivering to this House.

Mr. George: They touch you on the raw
every time.

Hon. Frank Wilson: They make you
squirm.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
hon. gentleman need not worry ahout our
side or the members of the Government;
we are not afraid to supply this informa-
tion to the publie,

Mr. George: Then why do you not do
it?

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: But
we are not going to do it just whenever
the hon. member chooses to get up in the
House and rail about an indignant public
demanding it. We know what the public
want as muoch as the hon. member, and
we will supply it when it is required, and
not before.

Mr. ALLLEN (West Perth): Two ques-
tions have arisen in my mind while I have
been lisiening to this and previous de-
bates on the same question, but particu-
larly in conneetion with the first one
moved by the leader of the Opposition
with reference to the balance-sheet of the
State steamers. It has occurred to me
that if the balance-sheet is ready why is
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it not presented to this House, and if it
is pot ready, why is it not ready ¥

The Premier: Ha! ha!

Mr. ALLEN: The Premier may laugh,
but I may tell him that very much larger
concerns than this State steamship offiee
closed their fnancial year on the 30th
June, have held their annual meeting, and
have declared a dividend, and, therefore,
surely in a small concern like the one
we have here the balance sheet ought to
have been rendy before this.

My, George : They have not a divi-
dend to declare.

Mr. ALLEN: If that is the reason why
we have bad no balance-sheet, it is a very
poor one indeed. The Premier and his
eolleagues bhave, since I have been in the
House, frequently refused to give infor-
mation, and T say that they are only
courting a feeling of unrest and dissatis-
faction by their secrecy. We have heard
to-night a good deal in the way of coun-
ter charges and charges against Adminis-
trations in the past, to the effect that the
present Government are only doing the
same thing to-day. But that is not giving
us the information which we require, and
it is rather a childish way of treating this
House, When are we going to get this
information? It may be after we have
gone into recess.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister): You will get it in the terms of
the motion, “as soon as possible.”

Mr. ALLEN: I should like to know
what sort of a system the Government
have of working this steamship service.
I can tell them that with private com-
panies there is a balance-sheet for every
trip, and when the trip is finished they
know whether they have made a profit or
have made a loss, but I doubt if the Gor-
ernment know whether this eoncern has
made a profit or a loss.

Mr. George: They know it has made a
loss, and they are waiting for a profit.

Mr. ALLEN: The sooner we get a bal-
ance-sheet the better, and if it is going
to be a eontinuous losing eoncern it is
advisable for the House to know, so that
it may be decided to eut the loss without
further ado.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Turvey: Are the balance-sheets of
these shipping companies to which you
refer made available for the information
of other companies?

Mr. ALLEN: In this case the taxpay-
ers have been placed in possession of
these steamships without ever being con-
sulted about it. I have said before that
if it could be proved that the running of
ships from the North-West would hreak
up any meat ring I would be in accord
with it, but that has not been proved, I
do say that the Government are courting
uneasiness by withholding information
and keeping secret what should be di-
vulged to this House. If the balance-
sheet is made np and sudited, why do we
not get it, and if on the ather hand it is
not ready, why is it not ready?t

Question put and passed,

Resolved: That motions be continued.

MOTION—STATE STEAMSHIP
“EWINANA”

On motion by Hon. FRANK WILSON
(Sussex) ordered: That there be laid
upon the Table of the House the reports
on hull and machinery of the s.5. “Kwin-
ana”—(1.) Given at the time she was pur-
chased. (2.) At the time of her reeent
docking at Sydney.

MOTION—LAND RENTS, RELIEF
TO CONDITIONAL PURCHASERS.
Mr. A E. PIESSE (Katanning)
moved-—
That in the opinion of this House it
15 desirable that relief should be given
to all persons who are holders of con-
ditional purchase land from the Crown,
which has been sold at a price in excess
of its preseni value.
He said: In submitting the motion to the
House, T do so fully believing that hon.
members will be prepared to favourably
consider the request contained in it, T do
not approach this matter in any party
spirit or with any party motive; I am
submitting it knowing that there are a
large number of people in this State who
have in good faith taken unp land from
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the Crown at prices which I feel sure
will not permit them to make their hold-
ings successful. I realise that the ques-
tion before the House is a far-reaching
one, and I take this opportunity of giving
members a chance of expressing their
views on the matter. For some time past
it must have been made patent to hon.
members through the Press and by other
means, that there have been complaints
on the part of settlers, particularly those
in the drier wheat areas, that the prices
fixed for lands selected by them have heen
far above their true value. T desire to
get an expression of opinion from the
House, so that it may be a direetion to
the Government, as far as our future
settlement is concerned, and so that we
shall not continue to make mistakes as
bas been done in some instances in the
past. I feel sure that hon. members on
both sides of the House will support this
motion, particnlarly as I remember from
the hustings at the last general election
some hon. members now supporting the
Government made this somewhat of an
election cry, and therefore, to be eonsist-
ent with the views they then expressed on
the hustings, they should support the
motion; at any rate, I think I ean fairly
claim their support. T quite expect that
during the course of this debate some hon,
members opposite will probably try to
obseure the true purport of the mation
by blaming past Administrations for the
present condition of affairs. T am well
aware that perbaps past Administrations
have erred in unduly raising the priee of
land. If we look at this matter in a non-
party light, we must be fair enough to
admit that whatever was done in the past
was done in good faith, but X am sure it
15 nob the desire of anyone to unduly
harass the people who bave in all good
faith taken up land with the idea of be-
coming sueccessfol seitlers in this State,
and to place them now at such a disad-
vantage by refraining from giving them
the relief which they seek. This question,
to my way of thinking, is so important
that T consider the House should not only
grant relief to those who are suffering
disabilities, but also should assist the pre-
sent Government and any Administration
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that may follow, in the direetion of arriv-
ing at what is the true value of the land
or what price should be fixed for it. I
am not complaining of the system adopted
by the late Minister. I think the system
instituted by him was very good, but I
think to some extent where the system
failed was in not arriving at the eorrect
basis of the priee. I have no objection,
and T do not think that any selector of
our agricultural lands would object to
pay a fair price for good land within
reasonable distance of a railway, and
within an assured rainfall area, but what
we want to avoid, and what I am afraid
many of our settlers are suffering from, is
the unduly high price which has been
placed upon the more inferior land. I do
not want to be misnnderstood. Personally
I have the greatest faith in the future of
our State, and I do not want it to go
forward that I wish to depreciate the
value of our land; at the same time, it
i1s patent to anyone who has had experi-
ence in our agricultural distriets ibat dur-
ing the inception of settlement large areas
of land which we now look npon as of
second and third class quality were at
that time considered as almost useless,
except perhaps for grazing purposes.
From a cereal growing point of view these
areas gave very little promise, but since
the introduetion of fertilisers those lands
have become productive by having been
snecessfully farmed. Tn arriving at the
price of the inferior lands, the depariment
has not taken into eonsideration the faet
that to bring about a deduction upon
which to base their price, the selector
would have to spend four or five shillings
an aere on fertilisers. Then we have land
which is ocutside the 15-in¢h rainfall, and
1 think the House may very well fake
into consideration the request made by
the selectors outside the 15-inch rainfall
hearing in mind the last two seasons, one
of which was practically a failare in cer-
tain parts, while the last did not come up
to expectations. The House might well
consider, in regard to these people, the
granting of some special relief. There are
also the settlers who bave been affected
by the deviation of the Wickepin-
Merredin railway. I think that is a mat-



952

fer which should receive the attention of
the DMinister at the earliest possible
moment, and consideration ought alse to
be given to those settlers in other localities
who find themselves removed more than
1214 miles from a railway. I am alluding
to some of the instaneces where it was
thought a railway would go in a certain
direction and where it was afterwards
found that the selector was left more than
the recognised distance beyond the line.
I urge upon the Minister the necessity for
dealing with these cases,

Mr, E, B. Johnston: And the poison
lands.

Mr, A. E, PIESSE: I shall deal with
the poison lands directly. The Minister
ought to deal at once with the ecases to
whieh I have referred. When speaking
in the House the other evening, the Min-
ister stated he was not prepared to con-
sider a reduction in the price of land
until he bad been able {o take an average
of seasons, but I would like to remind
the Minister that in doing so he wonld
probably be asking the people who are
settled on the land under the adverse eon-
ditions to which I have referred, to wait
for another ecouple of years. This will
very likely mean disaster to them. For
the life of me I cannot understand why
the Minister does not, at the earliest pos-
sible moment, deal with these cases and
give immediate relief to a number of de-
gerving people. Tf the Minister finds upon
inquiry and reclassification that the re-
duetions suggested are so small and that
it is impossible to make them. I would
suagest that be extend tbe provision con-
tained in Section 136a of the amended
Land Aect, wherein it is set out that the
selector for the first three years should
not pay more than 3d. per acre per
annum.

Mr. E. B. Johnston :
acre.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE:
acre. 1 think.

The Minister for Lands : Sixpence.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: Waell, it was
threepence per acre per half year, which,
of course. is sixpence per acre per an-
num.. That might be extended, T think,
from five to tep vears according to the

Sixpence per

Threepenee per
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exigencies of the case. And as far as
the revenue is concerned, the Govern-
ment wounld not be suffering any very
great loss, because, up to the present, a
number of these selectors have not been
paying more than sizpence per acre per
anpnure, Furihermore, that special eon-
cession was made so that the selector,
in the earliest stages of settlement,
should have as much of his capital as
possible available for the development
of his land. But in many cases we find
that these settlers have been out on the
land two years, and even three years,
without a railway, and thervefore, it will
easily be seen that they have not been
able to avail themselves of the advantage
of this provision. Again, one of the fail-
ings of all Administrations, not merely of
the present Administration, but of all past
Administrations, bas been, I am afraid, to
neglect to keep as closely in touech with
our settlers as they should do. There
are special difficulties which have to be
overcome, particularly in regard to our
poison lands. I think the department
might very well give consideration to the
question of keeping more elosely in toueh
wilh our new settlers, so that they may
gtee for themselves how those settlers
are progressing on their holdings, and,
through the medium of an expert officer,
give advice to lhose settlers with a view
to bhe more suceessful settlement of the
land. We find, as is so often the case,
that when our people are placed on the
land, the one consideration of a Gov-
ernment is the gathering in of revenue.
No sooner are the people on the land than
the question of inereased taxation crops
up by way of land tax, and by way of
seeing that our loeal authorities are in-
ereasing Lheir taxation, and this, together
with the inereased eost of produetion
brought about to a great extent by high
Customs duties, is very seriously affect-
ing the success of our selectors. I do not
wish to take up very much of the time
of the House in reminding hon. members
of the part which is being played by the
selector in this country. All will admit,
I think, that the farmer, the man who
tills the soil, i3 a continuous henefactor
to the country, and a continuous con-
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iributor 1o the prosperity of the coun-
try; because a successful settler takes
up virgin country and improves it in
such a manner that it become an asset
to the State, and as such remains be-
hind him after he has gone. Therefore
1 say it should be the desire of any
fGovernment, and the desire of hon.
members, to see that our seitlers are
successful, and that they are given every
possible ehance of developing their hold-
ings and becomirg prosperous. Now, I
wish to deal specially to-night with the
question of poison lands. I want to again
say that T do not for one moment
wish (0 be misunderstood in regard to
these poison lands. We know that most
people fight shy of land wupon which
poison i8 growing. TUnfortunately, we
have a very larce area lying, more par-
ticnlarly to the west of the Great
Southern railway, which, I think, has
always been lonked npon as the home
of the poison plant, more especially that
known as the York Road poison. We
know ihat we have poison more lightly
spread over other parts of the State, but
ilis portion of Western Austraha which
T refer to has been one of the most difli-
cult parts to grapple with, in faet at
times the diffienlties have been almost
insurmountable. When onee elearci
from poison tle land will compare with
most parts of Western Australin. We
know that it has much to commend it.
Tt lies within an assured cainfall area,
and when successfully cleared of poison
it is capable of growing cereal crops,
partienlerly oats. Parts of it even now
erow pood wheat crops, and T am heping
to see the day, when we 2et a more suit-
able wheat for the distriet, when it will
be growing very large qnantities of
wheat. Tt is particularly well suited for
the growing of fruit, and it is also suited
for growing fodder crops for steck. It
is a good sheep country, and, as a malter
of fact, T have been told by experts, by
people who are in a position to know,
that the wool grown in that distriet is
quite equal to the best wool grown in the
western distyicts of Vietoria. Prices ob-
tained on the London market quite re-
cently have been among the highest for
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the State’s wool, and the wool has com-
pared very favourably with that sent
from the western distriets of Vietoria.
I think this is very important indeed,
seeing it is an admitted fact that the
wool grown in the western distriets of
Vietoria is the best in the world. There-
fore, us I say, I do not wish to be mis-
understood in regard to the capabilities
of this porlion of the ecountry. At the
same limwe it has special difficulties, and
requires handling in a practical manner
to bring it to that condition in which it
can be safely stoecked and sueccessfully
farmed. This was realised by the legis-
lators in the earlier days. As a matter
of fact, legislation was in existence pro-
viding for the alienation of this land, of
& lot of this poison eountry, at £1 per
thousand acres for twenty vears, Then
later on, even so recently as the Aet of
1898, there was a provision by which the
price was fixed for poison lands at ls.
per acre. That, of course, has been super-
seded by a more recent Aet in which that
section was amended.

AMr. E. B. Johnston: That was in 1910,
before the present Government came in.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: I do nof know
exactly in  what vear the seelion was
amended. However, it all goes to prove
that for years pasi the poison bush has
been recognised as a serious drawback te
the successful development of the coun-
try. 1 am pleased to say that with the
improved methods which have rome hy
experience, these poison lands arve gradn-
ally being brought under subjection, Th~
poison is being suceessfully eleared. and
the land stocked, and in a great many in.
stanees cultivated, and is vieldinz good
crops. But to bring this about, a certain
amount of eapital is needed. and, more
than that, men require some experience
before they can hope to be successful. The
area I refer to more particnlarly is that
lving between Cuballing and Tambellup
on the west of the Great Southern rail-
way. Some years ago subdivisions were
made to the westward of the Great Sou-
thern, more particularly in the Dinninup
areas, around Coben Soak, Darkan,
Moodariup, and other portions of that
country, and a great deal of it has since
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been selected. In my opiniop, the areas
of this snbdivision were too small. I
do not think the areas should have been
cut np info smaller blocks than from
1,500 to 3,000 acres each. Unfortunately,
a great many of these subdivisions were
selected by new comers Lo the State; quite
a number of them were immigrants and
unaccustomed to the difficulties which the
poison presented, To-day we find that
the prices which have been charged for
that land, for which a few years ago £1
per thousand acres was asked, and more
recently a shilling per acre was askel—
we find that land has been sold at prices
ranging from 8s. to 20s. per acre. Now,
I want to sec some relief given in reward
to the price of these particular lands. |1
nnderstand that the practice of the de-
partment in valuing their land 1= to value
acrording to the quality of the <eil. Thi<
may seem to he all right and to be a
proper means of obtaining a fair valua-
tion of the land, but when it is looked
into it will be seen that the cost of the
eradication of poison is not very often
taken into consideration. T wonld like
1o make some comparison between two
settlers, one who has taken up poison
land, and another who has taken up land
without poison. The selector who has
been fortunate enough to take up land
withont poison, or with very little poison,
which ean be easily evadicated, is able by
fencing and providing a water supply to
get a return almost immediately from his
land, whereas the selector with heavily
poisoned country is not able to stoek his
land immediately. FEven if he is wifhin a
reasonable distance of a railway he is
only able fo put in a small area of crop,
and the balance of his land iz useless for
the next three, four. or five years. There-
fore he is labouring under a serious dis-
advantage compared with the man who
has taken up land without poison, and
yet in many cazes he has paid the same
price, beeause the value of the eradication
of poison is not taken into consideration.
Furthermore, his ecapital, which might
have been put into clearing and fencing,
has to be used in the eradication of the
poison before his land is of any use at
all. It cannot be argued that the lands
I have compared in these two instances
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are ol equal value. I undersiand that the
department makes very liberal allowanece
for the eradication of poison as an im-
brovement, That is all very well, but the
improvement has to be carried out before
the allowance ean be made, and it is not
allowed off the price of the land, The
Government have given assistance to
those settlers in the dry areas who have
been unfortunate enough to find them-
selves in financial difficulties owing lo the
adverse season; they have also mone out
of their way to render special assistanee
fo the settlers in the Esperance district,
and T want to know why it is that some
special consideration is not meted out to
those people who arve labouring under
great difficulties in the poison couniry.
To give the Honse an idea of what T mean
in vezard to making allowance for (he
eradication of poison, 1 wani to give an
illnstration in regard to prices. Suppose
there are two selectors, A and B, each
holding land of equal area and of equal
quality so far as soil is concerned, and
valued at 7s. per acre. A is free from
poison, whilst B has poison on his land,
the eradication of which will cost, say.
3s. Gd. per acre. When B has grubbed
and eradicated the poison, his land, ae-
cording to the department’s system of
valuation, is only of the same value as
that of A. althongh B has spent 3s. Gd.
per acre upon his holding. T contend that
the cost of the eradiecation of poison
shonld be assessed and dedueted from the
value of the land, because if B spends
3s. 64. per acre on his land in the eradi-
cation of poison, A’s land, which is only
valued at the same price as B’s, should
eertainly upon the present basis be worth
more. I want the Minister to go speeially
into that question of the valuation of
poison land. in order to see whe-
ther special consideration can be
given to these people. It is import-
ant that some decision should be come
to on this matter, so that the unselected
land may be taken up and used, so that
our railways may be fully employed, and
so that we can make the best use of the
vaeant lands lying idle adjacent to the
railways. Of conrse, it will naturally be
asked, Why did these people go inio
poison country? Some weni there
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againsi good advice, others were induced
to go there becanse they saw that some
people in that locality were able to make
a suceess of their boldings, and because
of the good rainfall. 1 have every hope,
and I honestly believe, that the poison
which we so much dread to-day will be
eventnally all eradicated, and that the dis-
triet I am referring to will in time be one
of the most prosperons and one of the
best districts in the State. But we have
to get rid of this poison, and we have a
number of settlers there, men who started
with very little capifal indeed, and with-
out experience, and to-day they are
asking for relief. I have realised for some
time that special assistance must be meled
out to these settlers becanse I have had
very long experience of the poison eoun-
iry in that particolar distriet. I do not
say it as a boast, but I suppose I have
grubbed and cleared, and successfully
stocked more poison land than any mem-
ber in the House, and I know it can be
snecessfully cleared, and I know the value
of the eountry when it is eleared, Know-
ing this and c¢oming into econtact with
these people daily, witnessing the diffienl-
ties under which they are labouring, and
baving many requests made to me, I feli
it to be my duty to bring the matter he-
fore the Government of the day. T have
on two or three occasions drawn atfen.
tion in this House to what I consider the
over-valuation of some of these lands. T
brought the matier under the notice of
the late Minister for Lands (Hon. J. Mit-
chell) and petitions were sent in from
these areas at the same fime and prior to
that. The mcmber for Northam visited
that distriet in company with mvself and
others, and spent three days in the Din-
ninup area and the neighbouring distriet,
journeying as far senth as Slab Hut,
some 17 to 30 miles south of Kojonup-
The then Minister also had an opportun-
ity of meeting a number of settlers from
the Dinninup and other areas, mostly new
settlers, who had come from the Old
Country and had been sent to that area.
We met those settlers about nine o’clock
.in the morning and I have a vivid recol-
lection of their appearance. It was such
"that T am not likely to forget it very

easily, becanse disappointment was writ-
ten on the face of nearly every man. The
late Minister, after chatting with them,
and going into their difficulties, and af{er
interviewing other setilers in the distriet,
gave me an assurance that something
would be done to assist those men, The
result was that a board, known as the
Poison Board, was appointed.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: That was an elec-
tioneering dodge pure and simple.

Hon., J. Mitchell: That is absolutely
wrong.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Out of nine sit-
tings six were held in my electorate,

Hon. J. Mitchell: And you got in,

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Yes, it belped me.

Mr. A, E. PIESSE: I would like fo
take a certain amount of responsibility
for advoeating that commission, and I do
not think the hon. mewber will accuse
me of trying to use it as a political dodge.
So far as I personally was concerned,
there was no necessity to resort fo a sub-
terfuge of that kind.

Mr, E. B. Johnston: No, they did not
go down your way.

Me. A. E. PIESSE: I have not been
hard pressed for my seai, and it mattered
little to me whether or not that inquiry
would have any bearing on the election.
But it did seem to me that those people
were deserving of some consideration,
and T was anxious that something shonld
be done to give them relief. The board
was appointed. and it comprised Mr.

ank Cook. who is one of the Trus-
tees of the Agricultural Bank, Mr. Mar-
shall Fox, who is a distriet surveyor, and
Mr. J. Treasure, who is an old settler
born in the Kojonup country and
having a wide experience of poisen land.
The hon, member for Williams-Narrogin
mentioned that nine out of twelve sittings
took place in the Williams -electoraie.
That is not a fact. The board reportéd
as follows :—

~ The board sat at the following cen-

tres to hear evidence, namely, Narro-

gin, Arthur River, Fourteen Mile

Brook, Darkan, Katanning, Kojonup,

Wagin, Williams, Wandering, and in

all nine sittings were held, 82 witnesses

examined and a verbatim report of the
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evidence taken by the secretary is ai-
tached hereto.

I may mention that the verbatim report,
together with the board’s report was laid
on the Table of this House some little
time ago for the inspection of hon, mem-
bers, The report says—

In accordance with the hon. Minis-
ter's instructions that the board should
inspeet as mueh of the wunselected
poison land as possible lying between
Cuballing and Tambellup on the Great
Southern Railway, and extending 60
miles west, as shown bordered red on
litho. attached, visils of inspection were
made to the following localities, viz.,
West of Slah Hut. pertions of the Din-
ninup Area. West of Darkan, Williams,
and Darkan (east of the railway), from
Williamas fo Wandering, and nerth of
Kojonup,., Tt is estimated that there
are apnroximately 1,300.000 acres of
unselected poison infested land within
the boundaries of the area mentioned
above.

I will not read the whole of the report,
but I would like to refer to vartous parts
of if. Tt goes on to say—

The scope of the inquiry was as fol-
lows:— (a) The best means of settling
the unselected poison country. (b) The
area of such country needed to carry
sufficient sheep to enable a man to make
a good living, say 500 breeding ewes.
{¢) The best means of improving that
elass of country. (d) The best methods
of dealing with the poison plant. (e)
The best class of fencing for poison
eountry, whieh was risky because of the
poison outside the paddocks and also
on account of the dingoes, (£} Whether
the prices at present charged for poison
land were reasonable, and if the prices
were based on the land as if if were
free from poison, what amount could
be taken off for poison clearing.

The board then went on te describe the
countrv—

The country deseribed. The unalien-
ated area consists of practically all
second and third class land, with
pockets of first class through it, and it
i1s all more or less poison infested; but
when ¢leared of poison and systematic-

ally improved, will, we consider, de-
velop into good grazing country capable
of earrying thousands of good sheep,
and becoming the home of a number of
farmers, Size of blocks and price.
From evidence gathered and our per-
sonal inspection we feel satisfied that
this land should be surveyed into areas
of about 3,000 acres, and deali with
under zrazing lesse eonditions (Clause
68). The price charged should be very
moderate, say, 3s. 6d. to 63, per acre
as we consider that the work which will
have to be put in to eradicate the poison
and in general development will amount
to a very considerable sum.

Further the report goes on to say—

The bhoard is also of opinion that
these blocks should be classified in-
dividually, as the poison is thieker on
some of them than it is on others. The
laud siounld be priced as if free from
poison, and the estimated cost of
eradicating the poison deducted. The
evidence lends to show that the cost of
eradicating would vary from 3s. to 6s.
per acre on an average block., Yith
regard to a great deal of unalienated
couniry which adjoins land at present
seitled, in areas varying from 100 acres
upwards, we snggest that it should be
granted to adjoining settlers, under the
same conditions, and at the prices re-
commended in paragraph 8 hereof;
also that the unselected land in the
Dinninup and other surveved areas
shonld be re-valued. Tt also appears
to the board that on some of the
already selected blocks, on arens sur-
veyed prior to selection safficient con-
sideration was not given to the poison
when the land was classified, and in
such eases we would suggest that an
optional vaiuation should be given to
prevent any hardship falling on the
deserving settler. . . We are of opinion
that poison country is unsunitable for
inexperienced men with small means,
as a settler in these districts should
have a knowledge of stock, and requires
capital in order to eradicate the poisen,
and to finance him while waiting several
years before he c¢an stock his land, and
obtain a return therefrom. A consider-
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able time must necessarily elapse before
a settler can obtain a return sufficient
to enable him to live and prosper upon
his holding.

They further state—

We recommend settlers to grow oats
or otber fodder to assist in feeding
their stoeck, and in each block there
would be some land snitable for pro-
ducing same, and from evidence tend-
ered it was gathered that this land
properly plonghed, and any untarned
bushes takec out, would be perfectly
safe to grow such fodder,

They also snggested—

If the Hon, Minister sees fit to give
effect to our recommendations, we
would suggest that an inspector with a
thorongh knowledge of poison country
should be set epart for these poison
areas, to inspect the land, and give
advice to settlers.

The date of that report was 10th Octo-
ber, 1911. Nearly two years have gone
past, and although a reclassifieation has
been made at the instigation of the de-
partment, a copy of which T have in my
hand, nothing has so far been done by
way of granting assistance or relief to
those settlers, and I can assure the House
and the Minister that these people have
just abount reached the limit of their en-
dorance. As a matter of fact a number
of settlers, quite half a dozen to my
knowledge, who were there when the late
Minister, the member for Northam,
visited the district have had to abandon
their holdings, and I regret to say that
quite a number of others will have to fol-
tow snit unless something is done imme-
diately. Now, what is the result of the
reclassification? The board recommended
that the price of the blocks should be re-
duced by the amount of the cost of era:
dicating the poison, and as far as I ean
see, that has not been done. Slight dedue-
tions have been -made on reclassifieation,
some only very slight indeed, though
others are noticeable—one was reduced
from 14s. 6d. to 10s. per acre, but most
of the deductions vary from Is. to 1s. 6d.
and 2s, per acre, Altogether nearly 200
loeations have been reclassified all in the
Dinninup area, and I want to mention
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again that this area is not the only area
affected, There are others which I men-
tioned previonsly in the Mudiarrup,
Darkan.

Mr, E, B. Johnston: Quindanning.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE; Yes, the Quindan-
ning and Coben Soak districts. I kmow
two men who quite recently left
their land in the Coben Soak district,
and the most disquieting feature about
it i that such men in many instances
have obtained money from the Agrieul-
toral Bank, and if their holdings are al-
lowed to remain unoccupied for any
length of time there is a probability that
they will become overgrown, that snckers
will grow up and that the poison will ap-
pear again on the land whenee it has
been cleared and the value of improve-
ments will be seriously depreciated and
it will be a serious matter for the banl.
Therefore, I take it this is a matter of
nrgeney which ¢annot be left any longer.
Jn the interests of the couniry, and in
the interests of the people who have gona
there in all good faith something should
be done to wmake a reduction at onee in
the price of the land, at least to the
amount of the cost for eradieating the
poison so that there will be some hope
of continning on their holdings and even-
tually making a success of tieir farming
operations.

Mr. E. B, Johnstorr : The Government
brought in & Bill to grant poison lands
ten years rent free.

Mr. A. T, PIESSE : T am glad the hon.
membeor reminded me of that, becanse [
feel sure we have the sympathy of the
Minis*er in this matter. He has already
apnraoved of the principle of making
special consideration to these settlers,
but it was put in such a way that it
was of very little practical use. It was
introdnced by the Minister last session
in his Bill to amend the Land Aect, which
provided for leasehold tenure instead of
freehold, and although it passed this
House it was not aceeptable (o mem-
bers of the Opposition or to a
majority of hon. members in an-
other place. Therefore, it did not be-
come law, and it was not available to
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give relief to the people referred to, and
the niere faet that provision was made
in such a measure is of little consolation
to the people who are still suifering these
disabilities. i does nof relieve them of
present difficulties; they have to pay their
renls and they have to keep going, and
83 1 have already mentioned I want to
impress upon the Minister and the Honse
the neeessity for taking immediate ac-
tHon in this matier. To my way of think-
ing, the matter ‘has already heen allowed
to stand over too long. I am quite sure
that after the member for Northam
visited the distriet he knew more about
the poison eountry than befere, and I am
guite sure that the present Minister does
not fully realise the specinl need for
some urgent action to be taken to help
these people. | am hoping that the Min-
" ister will bhe able to visit the distriet.
Only yesterday I received a letter from
the people at Coben Soak. which T will
read. I may mention that T had an op-
portunity of handing it to the Minister
only to-day so that he has pot bad time
to deal with it, but I feel sure the Min-
ister will not mind me referring to the
letier beeause T wish to impress upon
hon. wetabers the necessity for deing
something at once, The letter is from
tha Coben Snak Prozress Association and
is as follows :(—

To the Minister for Lands.—At a
full meeting of the Coben Soak Pro-
gress Association it was resolved to
draw venr attention fo our trouble
with the peison land. The counntry
all round is thickly eovered with the
poison. and we are not able to deal
with it without some help from the Gov-
erpment. We had a poison commis-
sion around the distriet some two
years ago, but we have not derived
any benefit from it up to the present,
and unless we get some material help
from the Government, a number of us
will be obliged fo give up ocur hold-
ings. We respectfully supgest that our
rents should be deferred for seven
years and then paid in reasonable in-
stalments so that it would give us a
chanee to get rid of it. The cost of
clearing the land is heavy, and in our
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opinion this is the best way of helping
us out of our diffieutty. The poison
is so thick in places that a man cannot
possibly grub half an acre per day.
It wonld pive us great pleasure if you
could eome down personally and see
the difitenlty of our position. Trust-
ing vou will give this your considera-
tion and give us some help, we are,
vours respectfully, Coben Prosress As-
sociation, Sgd. Jas. B. Hustler, Secre-
tary.

I ain hoping that so far as these Dinnin-
up peaple are concerned the Minister will
see fit to make reductions in the price of
the land, especially to the value of the
cost of eradieating poison; bat it does not
appear to me, as 1 have already men-
tioned, that thiat has been taken into
consideration, and uniess it is done, T feel
sure that there will he always discontent
and dissatisfaction, hecanse these pecple
realise. and every practical man inust
realise, that wheve it costs so murch to
eradicate poison ihe land is worth that
much less. I understand from informa-
tion 1 have been able to receive, however,
that it is not the intention of the Gov-
ernment fo reduce these lands upon re-
classification. and, by the way, T would
like to mention that, so fac as my ex-
perience goes, T know only one inslanee
in the whole of my electorate where there
has been a saceessful reduction obtained
npon re-classification. Provision is given
to the Minister nnder the Act that Le
may order re-classification of the land
if he thinks ft, and while it may to
some extent be appealing from Caesar
to Caesar, yet we know that in our
Lands Department we have fair men, men

who Thonestly do endeavour to do
thetr hest both to give the selector
a fair deal and to look affer the

interests of the couniry at the same
time. This question is so important that
I think it would be in the best interests
of this eountry and of the people who
consider thev have a grievance, for the
Minister to take imto consideration the
appointmeni of a responsible board or
commission. A commission might be
made up of a responsible officer
from the Lands Department, a respon-
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sible officer from the Agricultural Bank,
and a practical loeal man, So far
as the local representative is concerned,
the State might be cut up into divisions
and a practical man might be appointed
from the locality that is receiving atten-
tion. The duty of the commission would
be to go fully into the question of redne-
tion, where re-classifieation is asked for,
and to make such reeommendations to the
Minister as the members think 6t and
fair to those selectors who are asking for
these’ reductions. We have a precedent
for reduction in priee in the past; we
have the instance of the lands that were
taken over from the Western Australian
Land Company, When the Government
purchased the whole of the Western Aus-
tralian Land Company’s concession, to-
gether with its railway, that rednetion
was brought about by a request of the
settlers, a majority of whom were praeti-
cally on the verge of bankruptey, owing
to the very high prices that were being
charged by the Western Australian Land
Company for their holdings. What did
the Forrest Administration of that day
do? Price was not the first consideration
with them; they dealt with these settlers
in & most generous manner. They said,
“We will put you, tenants of the Western
Australian Land Company, in the same
position as if yon were selectors from the
Crown.” The pries of the land, which in
some cases had been as high as 30s. or
40s. an acre, was reduced to 10s. Full
value was given to the payments which
bad been made to the Western Australian
Land Company, and the people were put
nunder the same laws as those who had
previously selected from the Government.

Mr, E. B. Johnston: With the same im-
provement eonditions too.

Mr. A, E. PIESSE: And the same im-
provement conditions. We have this pre-
cedent to guide us. What was the resuit

of this action? Mr. Ranford was
sent down to Katanning, a branch
agency was opened there, and that

was the beginning of the successful
settlement of the lands of this State.
While we want to see the State get a fair
price for its land, the priee should not he
ihe one overshadowing consideration, We
want to see that the people are snceessful,
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and it is in the very early stages of set-
tlement that we should give them the
greatest consideration. In eonclusion, I
would like to say I am certain that the
Minister does realise—although he has
not paid a visit to the distriet, and 1
think he will more fully realise when he
does—that special consideration is due to
these people, With the provisions he
made in his Land Bill of last session,
I feel sure that he is prepared to
meet the settlers in a reasonable
gpirit, but I would like to have
sore assuranee from him that he is going
to recommend that the value of the cost
of eradication of poison will be allowed
off the priee, and T would like to have
some assurance from him that immediate
action is going to be taken in this matter,
that it is not going to be allowed to drift
on, so that we shall lose more settlers and
add to the diffieulties of these people, be-
cause ] am quite satisfied that, although
a great many of them are new churms,
people who are not aceustomed to the
conditions of this country, they have
nobly stuck to their holdings and done
their best. They have performed their
part and now it behoves the Grovernment
to carry out their part. There is a very
grave responsibility so far as these peo-
ple are concerned, resting in the first
place upon the shoulders of the Govern-
ment, and upon Parliament as a whole
Therefore, I hope that this motion will
receive the favourable econsideration of
the Government and the whole of the
members of this House, and in that case
I feel we wounld be only doing bare jus-
tice to those who have in all good faith
gone out into that country and endea-
voured to carve ont homes for themselves
and their families.

On motion by the Premier debate ad-
journed.

PAPERS — GOLDFIELDS TWATER
STPPLY, TOODYAY EXTEN-
SION.

Mr. A. N. PIESSE (Toodyay) moved:

That all papers relating to the ex-
tension of the Goldfields Water Supply
to the Toodyay townsite, together wilh
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all papers dealing with the assessment
of rural lands adjacent to such exien-
sion, be laid upon the Table of the
House.

He said: 1 have pleasure in moving this
motion, and desire these papers for the
reason that owing to the passing of the
Goldfields Water Supply Act certain rat-
ings have been made on the farming
community residing between the town of
Neweastle and the goldfields water main.
That little Bill slipped (hrough Parliament
and became an Act, and it bas been a
source of annoyance to us ever sinee it
reached its maturity. The scheme wag
extended to the town of Toodyay on the
guarantee system, and I believe that when
powers were granied under this Act an
assurance was given in the Legislative
Council to the effect that this was just a
short measure which would be followed
soon by a more comprehensive one, and
an opportunity would then be given the
House to diseuss the matter at some
length. That assurance has nof been
kept, much to our sorrow and munch 1o
the financial loss of the people holding
land on the route of the pipe that T have
just mentioned, the extension of the main
to Toodyay. We were not consulted;
under this Aet power is given to the peo-
ple to express their objections, and if a
majority are opposed to the scheme being
extended or carried over their holdings,
the dej.ariment has not power to carry
out that work. These people were not
consulted in the matter and now a rate is
levied upon them, in Some eases to the
amount of £30 or £40. This is a hard-
ship. The water was not reqnired by
these people, and in {wo instances it has
compelled small holders to sell their hold-
ings. Members on the Government side
are always having a dig at the man who
holds a large area, but I would like to
point cut to them one case in particular,
In this case, unfortunately, their action
hag resulted in a small land holder, an aged
widow with fen acres, being obliged to
sell because this water rate amounted to
£5 1s. 8d,, which was considerably more
than she could afford to pay. She had
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to seli her ten acres, and from the pro-
ceeds of the sale she paid the rates. This
is a hardship, and bad the Government
kept their promise with the Legislativ~
Council, there is not the slightest doubt
they would not have enjoyed very long
the privilege which they enjoy to-day.
It will be apparent to Parliament that Lthe
Aet inflicts an injustice, and its vepeal
would be a watter of a few moments.
In some cases peovple holding land on the
pipe line with millions of gallons of water
on their property and coming within
an acre of the len-chain radius, are called
upon to pay £11 10s. as a waler rafe,
We complain that this is an unjust rate.
It is against the spirit of the Act, be-
cause before an extension can be carried
out the owners of land, as 1 have pointad
ount, those holding two-thirds of the land
over which the pipe line extension will
be carried, have the right to vote amainst
it. The people of Toodyay have nul that
righi, hence they claim they are paying
2 tax which is unjust. The scheme was
carried out on the gunarantee system,
and we maintain that the guarantors
should be made to make up auay defie-
iency. 1 undersitand it is not the inten-
tion of the Minister to give uve these
rapers; why, 1 do not know. 1 elaim
that this is a matter whieh should have
full ventilation, and that these papers
shonld certainly be forthecoming. They
will prove that we are penalised unler
the Aect, and that the Water Supply De-
partment is at present workinxy under
the powers which were obtained for them
by anything but creditable methads, I
would like to hear from the Minisier the
reason why he objects to the production
of these papers, because it is a matfer of
serious moment to the people I represent,
and I hope that the assurance given to the
Legislative Council will be kept, even at
this late hour, and that before the close
of the session a comprehensive measure
will be brought down, which will give us
the opportunity to amend this drastic Act
now in force.

On motion by the Premier debate ad-
journed, ) :
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MOTION--PUBLIC SERVANT'S RE-
MOVAL, TO INQUIRE.

Case of B. H. Hamel,

Mr. LANDER {East Perth) moved—

That ¢ select committee be appointed
to inquire into the removel of Edward
H. Hamel from the public service of
this State.

It was not his intention to take np much
time in debating this question, as most
members on the Government side of the
House and mnany on the other side as well,
were familiar with Mr. Hamel's griev-
ance, This man, it appeared, was em-
ployed in the Lithographie Department
for a considerable time. He left the
State, and came back under engagement
to the department, and from what he
stated there seemed now to be a grievance
which could not be understood, either by
the Public Service Commissioner or hy
some of the Ministers. Therefore it was
thought that the hest way out of the
matter would be to appeal to the House
and request that the cirecumstances of
Mr. Hamel’s removal from the service
should be investigated hy a select com-
mittee,

Mr, Taylor: How long is it since he
was dismissed on the last oceasion?

Mr. LANDER: Aboui three years.
Most members had listened to Mr.
Hamel's grievance until no doubt they
were tired of hearing about it.

Mr. George: Were any reasons given
for the dismissal?

Mr. LANDER: The best way out of
the diffieulty would be by the appoint-
ment of a select commitiece. We would
then be able to complete this bunsiness.
Mr. Hamel had informed him, but he did
not know whether it was correct or not,
that if the present leader of the Oppost-
tion had been returned to power again,
he would have been reinstated.

The Premier: Then be will never be
reinstated.

Hon. Frank Wilson : T never made such
& promise to anyone.

The Premier: I do not think you
would either.

Mr. LANDER: He submitted the mo-
tion to the favourable consideration ot
members.
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The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan):
There would be no objection, as far as
he was coneerned, to the appoiniment of
a select committee to inquire into the re-
moval of Mr, Hamel from the public ser-
viece. He hoped, however, that when the
committee met they would not only in-
quire into the cause of Mr, Hamel's re-
moval, but also into the eonditions under
which Mr. Hamel was offered a re-ap-
pointment to the service, and which that
gentleman refused. He had Mr. Hamel'’s
case under his notice shortly after taking
office, and having made inquiries he dis-
covered that it was largely to Mr. Hamel’s
interest that eertain things should not ap-
pear on the fles, hat as Mr, Hamel
thought he was suffering from a griev-
ance, he (the Premier) endeavoured io
meet him by arranging for his readmis-
sion on eerfain conditions, My Hamel
refused to aceept the offer which was
made, with the result that it was not
possible to proceed further. Personally,
he (the Premier} was not keen on allow-
ing every public officer whose services
had been dispensed with, and who felt
that he had a grievanee, to demand the
appointment of a seleet committee, be-
cause from experience, it was found that
if such a person was given a select com-
mittee and unless the finding was in
his favour, that person remained as dis-
satisfied as ever. On this occasion, how-
ever, it was understood that Mr. Hamel
had given an undertaking in writing that
he would be prepared to abide by the
finding of the select ecommittee,

Mr., George: Did the Public Serviee
Commissioner inquire into the matter?

The PREMIER: Yes; the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner went into the question
very carefully, and Mr. Hamel had bhad
every consideration extended to him, but
he remained dissatisfied, and now per-
haps, for the sake of the peace of mind
of bon. members, it might be advisable
to agree to the appointment of a select
committee. The inquiry would not take
up very much time, nor wounld it cost
very much, and it would have the effect
of clearing up the matter.

Mr., TAYLOR (Mount Margaret):
While he would bave no objection to the
appointment of a select committee to in-
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guire into these grievances, which on the
face of them, appeared to have some
foundation, from his experience in this
Chamber he found that civil servants
whose serviees had been dispensed with
by one Government, as soon as a new
Government came into office, suceeeded
in getting that new Government to take
up their matter, and then, if the Premier
or the Minister controlling the depart-
ment, did ne! give them the satisfaction
they believed they were entitled to, they
then approached a member of Parliament
with the view of getting him to move for
the appointment of a select committee,
There had been no special reasons given
in this case for the appointinent of a
select committee.

Hon, J. Mitchell: They have not been
given, but there are reasons.

Mr. TAYLOR: The Premier, who had
nothing to do with the removal of the
officer, informed the House that he had
gone into the case when it was brought
under his unotice, shortly after he assuvmed
the office of Premier, and that he found
no injustice had been done. If the
select committee were only for the purpose
of satisfying AMr. Hamel—he {Mr. Tay-
tor) did not know the gentleman at all—
it was hardly a reasonable proposition
that the House should be called npon to
consider the srievances of this individual.
He hoped, however, if it was appointed,
that a precedent would not be established,
and that persons with grievances would
be led to believe that they eould come
along and demand the appointment of a
select committee. We often met that type
of man who had heen removed from a
position for perhaps a good reason, and
who eontinued to protest until those pro-
tests beeame grievances, and who then
went from member to member on the Op-
position side of the House, and at the end
of two or three years or five years con-
vinced himself to sueh an extent that the
grievances really did exist, and that no-
thing but a select committee would satisfy
him, He (Mr, Taylor) had had some ex-
perience of select committees of this kind,
and he eould almost foretell what the de-
cision would be. The only thing the seleet
committee would do had heen explained
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by the member who moved the motion,
and also by the Premier, and it was that
it would satisfy the individnal.

The Premier: That is worth a good
deal from the point of view of our peace
of mind,

Mr. TAYLOR: There was no desire on
his part to oppose the appointment of the
selecl committee, but he did not altogether
hold that select committees should be ap-
pointed for this class of investizration,

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam) :
There was some justification for the select
committee to investizate this case. The
officer was in the Government service for
sume years; he left the State and went to
Victoria, and was sent for to take up his
old position. At the end of another four
or five years he was dismissed from the
service, or at any rate he was retrenched,
and he was told that he was not compet-
ent to do the work which he had done pre-
vipusly for some years. This man was
brought back from Victoria with his wife
and half a dozen children. Tt was right
that a seleet committee should not be ex-
pected to inquire into the case of every
reirenched officer, but in this instance
there was reason for a searching investi-
zation.

Mr, UNDERWOOD (Pilbara): It was
his intention to oppose the motion, He
was strongly of opinion that the (Govern-
ment should have the right to dismiss
eivil servants, and he was convineed that
until they obtained that right the Govern-
ment would never get what they required
or deserved in respect to the eivil serviee.
While not wishing te go nto the whole
question of the right of Ministers to dis-
charge eivil servants, he desired to put
forward the propgsition that the ecivil
servant was a workman, the same as any
otber workman, and that his position
should be held on terms and conditions
similar to those governing the positions
of other workmen. The idea was alto-
gether wrong that becaunse & man, when
a hoy or youth, managed to get into the
eivil service he must remain in the serviee
as long as he lived. This system was not
warking out very well, whether in this
State or in other parts of Australia. The
popular theory was that it was impossible
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to shift a eivil servant unless some charge
that he had done something wrong could
be absolutely proved against him. To
avoid doing anylhing wrong qnite a num-
ber of civil servants did nothing at all.
Of course a civil servant could not he
dismissed for doing nothing at all, be-
canse he was in his position by Aet of
Parlizment, bv usage, by enstom, by un-
writien law, by the Puoblic Service Aet,
and by the Public Service Commissioner;
but when. in spite of all these things, a civil
servanlt «ot put out, it was going alto-
gether too far to bring the matter before
the House and ask a select commiftee to
sit upen it.  There was a great deal of
method in the Ameriean madness of each
new Guvernment changing the eivil ser-
vants on coming into power. He intended
to oppose the motion hecause he believed
the eivil servants had any amount of pro-
tection at present without coming to the
Hounse for more.

Mr, MeDOWALL (Coolgardie) + It was
his intention to support the motion for
the appointment of a select committee.
Mr. Hamel had spoken to him about the
matier, and when the papers were laid
on the Table he (Mr. MeDowall) had
looked throngh them. Although from the
perusal of the papers he had failed to
see that Mr. Hamel had a very serious
grievance, vet Mr. Hamel maintained that
his services had been illegally dispensed
with, and by that contention Mr. Hamel
had practically eharged the Publie Service
(Commissioner with having acted impro-
perly. Under the circumstances the mat-
ter should be cleared up, and for that
teason he would support the motion, in
addition to which there was the further
reason given by the Premier, namely, the
peace of mind of hon. members. If this
mafter were finally dealt with it would be
a zreat relief to him.

Mr. LANDER (in reply): It bad not
been his intention to bring this meotion
forward with a view to establishing a
precedent in respeet to dismissed ecivil
servanis appealing to the House. Rather
had he been moved by the reasons given
by Mr. Mitehell, namely, that there was
justifieation for the proposed investiga-
tion. When, last session, he had agreed
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to move for the papers dealing with the
case, Mr. Flamel had assured him verbally
that that action wounld be final. Since
then he had taken the preeaution to secure
in writing from Mr. Hamel the statement
that the motion for a seleet committee
would be final. Tn view of this he thought
he could assure the House that if the
seleet committee were granted, finality
would be reached.

The Premier: Yon had better put that
wriflen statement before the committee
and mark it “Exhibit A.”

Question put and passed.

Ballat taken. and a seleet committee
appointed consisting of Messrs. Harper,
STunsie, B J. Btubhs, Wisdom, and the
mover (Mr. Lander), with power to ecall
for persons and papers, to sit on days
over which the House stands adjourned,
and to report this day forinight.

Honse adjourned ot 10 pam.

&

Tegislative Elssembly,
Thursday, {th Ssptember, 1913.

Question Supreme Court Judge new nppomb

Bill ; 'Mmea Reg'ulution, 2R, 964

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—SUPREME  CQURT"
JUDGE, NEW APPOIN'TMENT.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN asked :he Premier:
1, Has his attention heen arawn to an
article in Tuesday’s Daily News, where-
in it is stated that Mr. Keenan, K.C,
bhad been selected as the new Judge ¥ 2,
Is there any iruth in the said statement ?
3, Has Cabiuet vet diseussed the matter?
4. Tf not, ean the Government, in the
interesis of honesl journalism. de some-



