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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PAPER PRESENTED.

By Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary
Minister) : By-lays of the Toodyay
roads board dealing with trespass and
poundage fees.

BILLr-LAND ACT AMENDIMENT.

Introduced by Mr. McDonald and read
a first time.

QUESTION-RACING CONSULTA-
TIONS.

Mr. 0 'LOORLEN asked the Premier:
1, Is be aware that a sweep of 20,000 sub-
scribers on the Kalgoorlie Cup and
largely in aid of chiarity '-as drawn last
night ? 2, Is he aware that large sumse
of money are being weekly sent ont of
the State to Tasmania?1 3, In view of
the fact that some people will always
gamble, 'will he favour the running of n
State lottery, or jallow reputable per-
sons. wvho would be guaranteed, to run
same, and by that means gain much
needed revenue for our own State

The PREMIEVR replied 1 and 2,
Yes. hilt not officially. 3, The Govern-
ment do not propose to make provision
as suggested.

QUESTIONS (3)-PERTH TRAM-

WAYS.

Sale of Tickets.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS for Mr. Heitmann
asked the Minister for Railways: What
are the reasons for the alteration in the
system. of selling tramn tickets I

The INISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied : To enable the staff concerned
to more effectively carry oat their duty
of collection; the sate of ordinary conces-
sion, tickets in bulk at reduced rates
(excepting workmen's tickets, which are
still obtainable from conductors) has
been transferred to suburban stations,
the car barn, and the office at the Town
Hall,

Position of Superintendent.

Mr. LEWIS asked the Minister for
Railways :1, Is the present occupant
of the office of Superintendent of Tram-
ways permanently appointed '1 2, If not,
when is the permanent appointment to
be made I

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: 1, No. 2, Probably within the
nest six months.

Employees' Agreement.

Hon. FRANK WILSON asked the
Minister for Railways :Is it the inten-
tion of the Government to carry oat tho.
terms and conditions of the agreement
exising between the tramway employees
and the company, pending arrangements
for a new ageement with the Commis-
sioner of 'RailwaysV

Tb5 MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: Yes.

QUESTION -- POLICE STATION,
IGHGATE HILL, QUARTERS.

Mr, LANDER asked the Premier: 1,
Will he cause an inspection to be made of
the quarters supplied to the officer-in-
charge at the Highgate Hill police sta-
tion, to ascertain if it is possible for the
occupants to occupy same under hygienic
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conditions? 2, Does he intend to make
some provision for better police protec-
tion for Mount Lawley and East Perth
districts?

The PREMIIER replied: 1, Ycs. 2, It
is considered that the present police pro-
tection in the Mount Lawley-East Perth
district is sufficient.

QUESTION - AGENT GENERAL'S
OFFICE, EMIGRATION OFFICER.

Mr. LANDER asked the Premier: 1,
ilas-his attention been drawn to a para-
graph which appeared in last Friday's
issue of the West Australian as fol-
Iuws:-"Mfr. R. L. Gilbert has returned to
the charge of the Government Emigration
Department at -Victoria-street, after an
absence an his long- leave of four months,
during which, by the consent of the Gov-
ernment, his services were utilised by the
Midland Railway Company of Western
Australia in promoting their ready-made
farm scheme. The time was short for
working up a scheme of such magnitude,
and it is an obviously difficult -matter to
sell prepared farms existing so far off, but
Mr. Gilbert's success was such that the
company asked for an extension of his
leave in order that he might complete his
valuable work. This, however, the Agent-
General could not see his way to ap-
prove"? 2, Will he extend the same pri-
vilege to all other civil servants on long
service leave, so that they can add to their
salaries? 3, Is it desirable that a member
of the staff of the Agent-General in Lon-
don should be associated with a private
company's land sales in this manner?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. The
arrangement was entered into between the
Agent General and myself, as represent-
ing the Government. at the time I was
visiting London. 2, Each case is dealt with
on its merits. 3, This instance was not
so much a matter of selling a private
company's land as assistance rendered
for the purpose of ensuring to the State
a suitable class of settler, in connection
with which Mr. Gilbert has had consider-
Able experience.

QUESTIONS (2) - INEBRIATES'
HOMLE.

Inmates on leave.

Mr. FOLEY asked the Premier: 1, Has
his attention been drawn to a report cur-
rent in the City that certain inmates of
the Inebriates' Home are in the habit of
coming to Perth and returning there in a
more or less intoxicated condition? 2, If
so, has anything been done to prevent
this practice? 3, If not, will he cause in-
quiries to be made?

The PRE21IER replied: 1, On three
occasions three separate inebriates have
returned to the institution the worse for
liquor, but it is not correct to say that
inmates are in the habit of so doing. 2,
If an inmate breaks his parole in this
manner be is not allowed out again, ex-
cept in special circumstances and in the
care of friends. 3, Answered by No. 2.

Interviewing patients.
Mr. FOLEY asked the Premier: Have

patients in the Ineb-riates' Home permis-
sion to interview other patients for Press
purposes?

The PREM.%IER replied: No.

QUESTION - ELECTRIC POWER
SCHEMIE, PLjANT.

Hon. FRANK WILSON asked the Pre-
mier: :1, Having reference to the Govern-
ment electric power scheme, is it a fact
Ihat orders have been placed for the
plant and machinery in London without
tenders being called . locally, in the usual
manner, for the same? 2, If so, were
public tenders called in London or else-
where? 3, What is the value of orders
placed?

The PREAflER replied: 1, Yes. The
provision of the plant and machinery for
the Government Power Station was left
almost entirely in the hands of the firm
of Afer and McLellan, and, on their ad-
vice, and with the concurrence of the
Agent General and myself, when in Lon-
don, tenders for various reasons were not
called locally, the principal reason being
the urgency of the matter, and the fact
that only a limited number of firms could
supply the necessary plant and material.
2, Yes- 3, £188,521-
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MOTIONY-POSTPONEMENT.

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex): In
regard to the motion standing in my name
on the Notice Paper having reference to
the reports on the hull of the s.s. "Kwin-
ana," I should like, with the permission
of the House to postpone its considera-
tion until after the motion also -standing
in my name and referring to balance-
sheets of the State trading concerns has
been dealt with. I have no intention of
proceeding with the third motion stand-
ing in my name, which asks that agree-
ments or contracts of any kind in connec-
tion with State trading enterprises en-
tered into by the Government be laid on
the Table of the House.

M,%otion, by leave, postponed.

MOTION-STATE TRADING CON-
CERNS BALANCE SHEETS.

Hlon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex)
moved-

That there be laid upon the Table of
the Mouse at the earliest possible mom-
ent after the close of the financial year
-1 . A balance sheet in connection with
the State steamers. 2, A balance sheet
;n connection with State butchers' shop.
3, A balance sheet in connection with
State hotels.

He said: I should like to have included
in the motion, a balance sheet in connec-
tion 'with the State live stock department,
or the State stock dealing department.
The motion is colached in such terms that
every member can support it. It seems
to me desirable that we should have this
information, and the Government them-
selves, I think, should not take exception
to a motion of this nature. It will not
emharrass the Government in any way,
and unless they wish to keep back this
information from Parliament and from
the people, who are undoubtedly entitled
to it, I think it should be supplied. If the
results of the operations of the State en-
terprises referred to in the motion are
good, as one -would hope, then I presume
the Premier and his colleagues would be
only too ready to blazon it forth to
the whole of Australia and the world gen-

erally. They would like to take credit
for having initiated these State enter-
prse% and prove by figures duly audited
that they have been successful in their
operations. If, on the other hand, the
operations of these enterprises are had,
and we have grave reason to suppose, up
to the present at any rate, that they are
bad, then the sooner we know all about it
the better, and the sooner the people
know the actual result of this speculation
in their name, the better it will he for
all cancerned, and for the Government
themiselves, because steps may then he
taken to remedy what has proved dis;-
astrous. Prom remarks dropped by t(lie
Premier the other evening when we
toucehed upon one portion of our State
Steamship Service, I am inclined to think
he is going to crack his whip over the
heads of his followers and ask them to
vote this resolution down. I hope I am
mistaken. He accused members on this
side of colossal ignorance, because we yen-
t~lred to insist that certain information
ought to be forthcoming, colossal ignor-
ance of the State Trading Concerns Act,
providing for the proper keeping of
these accounts, and for the publication
thereof in due course. I may here remark
that I heard an interjection by the Pre-
mier to the effect that he -was in no way
coampelled to give any accounts in regard
to these trading concerns this year. Now
I venture to dispute that attitude, not-
withistanding that he may he, perhaps,
legally entitled to refrain from having the
accounts published for some time yet to
come; because I notice that these con-
cerns, amongst others, were only gazetted
under the Trading Concerns Act of 1912
on the 21st May last, and, therefore, I
suppose the Premier holds that his year
begins from that date, and that, conse-
qluently, he need not produce these bal-
ance sheets until the early portion of next
year, if then. I want, however, to im-
press upon hoin. members opposite that
there is such a thing as public
opinion. public opinion which, more
than anything else, controls the acts of
Ministers of the Grown, controls those
Mlinisters whether they like it or not, or
whether or not they are strictly within
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the four corners of some legal document
or Act of Parliament which has been
passed by members here assembled. Anud
public opinion demands that we should
know something in regard to these trad-
ing concerns at the earliest possible
moment. The motion does not bind the
Government to bring down these accounts
to-morrow, or even next week, but it will
be an instruction to them to hurry up
and have the documents prepared-they
ought to be prepared now-and published
in record time. I would point out that
we have now passed some three months
since the close of the financial year, and
three months is all too long a period for
accounts of this description to be delayed
from publication.

The Premier :Three months I
Ron. FRANK WILSON: We are

getting close on to it, anyhow.
The Premier : We have not reached

two yet.
Hon. FRANK WILSON : WVell, I will

say two months. Two months is all too
long a period over which to withhold the
publication of accounts of this descrip-
tion; one month is ample. Almost the
largest private trading concerns which
could he compared with these undertak-
ings would have their balance sheet out
within a fortnight of the close of their
financial year. Certainly they would be
prepared and published within a month.
There is no large stock to take account
of, no stocks, to balance and value an-]
write off depreciation upon; they arc
practically cash concerns, and ought to
be as easily balanced almost as the
monthly Treasury figures which are
given to us through the Press on the
morning of the first day of each month.
The Premier may claim, as he did by
interjection a few days ago, that they
have to be audited. I admit that. But
it must he done in the same manner as
private concerns are audited. Tt is idle
to produce that as an argument for
withholding these accounts. If we cuter
into the realm of trading in competi-
tion with our citizens we must be
prepared in the interests of those citi-
zens to have our trading concerns and the
accounts kept in a way sim'ilar to that

in which they are kept by those private
individuals. Special auditors accus-
tomed to the auditing of commercial
accounts ought to he engaged to look
after the affairs of these trading con-
cerns. Special auditors ought to be
constantly examining the accounts and
books of these trading concerns. Every
month some audit officer ought to be
in attendance to see that the books arm
right up to the mark, the accounts pro-
perly kept, and payments duly made;
then, at the end of the year, it would
be an easy matter to produce the balance
sheets which, so for, have not been
placed before us. Accounts can be kept
very accurately on monthly returns,
more especially in connection with
State steamers and butchers' shops which
tradle practically for cash alone. Those
books could be kept up every month and
balanced every month. I mentioned the
other night that the manager of the
State Steamship Department had said
emphatically that those accounts were
kept, so far as the steamers were con-
cerned, that each trip had its balance
sheet prepared. the same as is done in
I he Adelaide Steamship Company's office
in regard to their steamers. So it ap-
pears to tne no argument can be brought
forward in support of refraining from
giving this most necessary information
to the public at the earliesit possible
time. The time has arrived, I maintain,
when the people are entitled to know the
true positin of affairs. Curiosity is
rife, anxiety is increasing day by day,
and the longer the. Government keep
these things back the more will they be
condemned by the outside public, and the
more suspicion will they create in the
minds of the public that these depart-
ments are not carrying out all that was
promised at their inception. There has
been misrepresentation with regard to
these enterprises, undoubtedly; misre-
presentation from time to time as to the
profits earned. There has been evasion
with regard to the management. Oc-
casionalfly we get some interview or semi-
interview or inspired paragraph in the
newspapers that such and such 4s to be
the case, and eventually we find that noth-
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ig of the sort has occurred. Take the
alteration of management the other day.
First it was poob-poohed by responsible
Ministers; yet within a very short time
we find that the management has been
transferred, as wvas hinted at, to the
control of the Fremantle Harbour Trust
secretary and his staff.

The Premier : That was never stated.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : No, it was
stated that they were not going to do
it. The Colonial Secretary said distinctly
per the medium of an inspired para-
graph, that nothing of the sort was in-
tended, that they had not been trans-.
ferred. Yet within a short time that
transfer was made.

The Premier : That is not correct.
Hon. FRAN'K WILSON:; Reticence

and secrecy have been the prime fea-
tures in connection -with these under-
takings, as indeed, I am sorry to say,
they have been in connection with every-
thing of importance which has transpired
during my friends' occupancy of
the Treasury bench. And these remarks
apply just as much to the butchiery con-
cern as to the steamship service. The
necessity for the motion is patent to
everyone, patent by reason of the fact
that the State enterprises so tar have
not gi;ven the results which Ministers
almost guaranteed. Certainly they pro-
phesied them with strong confidence.
Sufficient information has leaked 2out
from time to time, and has been disclosed
by the Treasury figures month after
month during the Past 12 months, to
cause serious unrest, if not alarm,
amiongst. those who are best able to judge
what the ultimate results of those ven-
tures will be. A loss has been admitted,
so far as the State Steamship Service
is concerned, and the figures have en-
dorsed that admission. Up to the end
of last year we have lost something like
£30,000 in round figures on our steam-
ship service.

The Premier: You will say £100,000
next.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Pre-
mier has lost pretty well £100,000 on his
capital account, but I am talking of the
actual result of his trading. And let

me remind the hon. member that £30,000
would go a long way towards providing
work for the workless, and keeping the
unemployed off our streets, together with
those who are inundating the Labour
Bureau, seeking the employment which
the Labour Government pledged them-
selves to provide, but whvich they have not
provided.

The Premier: Stinking fish.
Hon. FRANK WILSON. Well, they

belong to the Premier, and he has to get
rid of them somehow or other. The July
Treasury figures show a loss of some-
thing like £3,000, while the August figures
for the first time show a small margin of
profit of £2,333-if they be accurate.

M1r. Gill:- Do you not know that they
are accurate3

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I want the
balance sheet to find out whether they are
accurate. Hon. members are not doing
their public duty if they do not support
me in the demand for these documents
,which ought to be public pro perty. if
private individuals were treated in this
way, shareholders in big undertakings,
the managers and directors thereof would
very soon get their walking tickets, and
be told to make room for better managers
who would give maore consideration to the
shareholders. We are all shareholders in
these concerns. Our money is invested in
the undertakings, the people's money,
and the people want to know the result
of this investment, and whether it is
beneficial and profitable to carry on or
not. Of course we know that at this sea-
son of the year steamers are carrying full
shipments of live stock at payable rates,
and it would be a pity indeed if, under
such circumstances, we could not show
some margin of profit. When we are
carrying full shipments of live stock we
have no loading or unloading charges;
our cargo walks itself upon the vessel,
and in due course walks back again upon
the shore at the port of discharge, that
is, if it is in a condition to carry itself on
its own legs. I wonder what is going to
be the position inr regard to these steam-
ers in the off season, from November to
Mfarchi next; I wonder if these steamers
are still going to show even this small
margin betweeni revenue and expenditure
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which the Premier was so proud of, and
which he refererd to the other night as a
£C2,000 profit, indicating that the tide had
turned and that we were now in a fail-
way to make the venture successful.

The Premier: When did I say that?
Hon. FRANK WILSON: In the Houise

the other night. In the Treasury figures
we have no heading it) regard to the State
butchery enterprise, and I fail to see why
we should not bring the revenue and ex-
penditure of that enterprise within our
Treasury accounts as is done with the
State steamers. Why does not the Pro-
mier have these figures published so that
the public may see what is being done in
that regard? The Coloniat Secretary,
sonc time hack, betwent December of last
year and January of this year, claimed
that the butchers' stalls had made a pro-
fit of something like £300. The other day
the Premier claimed that the proft was
C800, and I want to know about the stock
department's figures.

The Premier: What about your coal
muines?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Premier
need not be personal. -My coal mine is
all right, and it is a very sound undertak-
ing. I suppose the Premier would like to
invest some of his hard earned capita) ?

The Premier: Oh, no.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: I can assure

the Premier he has not got a hope;, I
wouldt not have him as a shareholder.

The Premier: You have no chance of
getting me.

Hon. FRANK W\IL SON: How about
the stock department? Early this year
we had a shipment of cattle from East
Kimberley which had been purchased
from a stock grower named Farquharson.
and when the Government steamer "Kwin-
ania" ought to have been loading his stock
at Wyndlham. she was knocking about
Sydney and Newcastle on some errand
and these cattle were detained at Wynd-
barn until they ceased to be fat. They
arrived at Fremantle during the summer
months and then, of course, they' were no
good except as stores. It was stated that
the Government purchased these cattle in
order to avoid an action at law, and that
they paid £6 17s. 6d. per head for cattle

which were worth only £4 per head, It
is well known that a number of the cattle
were condemned by the Government veter-
inary surgeon on account of being in-
fected with pleuro. Some of the best of
the beasts were put up for auction at
Fremantle and an offer of £5 per bead
was made, and that, of course, was re-
fused. Sonic of the cattle were brought
back again a fortnight later, so I am in-
formed, and £3 per head was the best
bid that could be obtained. That bid
was again refused. During the interim
some of the animals died from pleuro.
and as hon. members know-it is ancient
history now-some were shot and burnt
because they could not stand on their legs,
whilst 150 of those still remaining on
hand were sold at 25s. per head. The
point I want to make with regard to this
transaction is that when the announce-
menit of profit was made by the Colonial
Secretary, there must have been on hand
something like 150 head of cattle which
had cost the Government £9 per head at
least, at Fremantle. Thus, the profit of
£300 claimed by the Colonial Secretary
on this venture is turned into a loss of.
roughly, £850. It seems to me that if
wve had made a profit of anything like
£900, then the live stock account must
have covered up any loss such as that on
this shipment of cattle from Farquhar-
son, if that is so, I claim that the true
result of thle butchering business is being
hidden up. The butchering business should
stand all the losses on shipments of cattle
which have heen purchased for it and
brought down to the southern ports.
Yandanooka station. I uinderstand, has
been wade a dep~t for the butchering
business. Have the working expenses of
that station or any proportion of the in-
terest and sinking fund charges been de-
bited uip against the butchering venture?
It seems to me that we are entitled to
know, and to know early, how the position
truly stands.

The premier: We ought to consult you
before we do anything.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Premier
ought, r think it is his duty to consult
Parliament before entering upon these
ventures. I told the Premier long since
that he had acted illegally when hie em-
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barked upon this undertaking of State
steamers, and he certainly did act ille-
gally and contrary to the ordinary usages
of Parliament.

The Premier: You would not bold that
I could gzet. a better example to follow than
yourself.

lHon. FRANK WVILSON: The Premier
has never followed my example. That is
the mistake he makes, If he had followed
my example, he would not be in such ai
financial muddle as he finds himself in
to-day, and lie would not have had this
country tied up in such a knot as wvill
take his successors some years to unravel
after they once tackle it, I was saying
that Yandanooka station has been turned
into a dep~t for the butchering business,
and we want to know what position tine
Government have taken up in regard to
that property. Is ordinary Consolidated
Revenue charged up with the interest and
sinking fund on the puichase money of
that property? Is the cost of mainten-
ance charged up against the butchering
business, of which it is an adjunct, or is
it kept, as we believe it is kept, separately
and entirely hidden up ini the general ex-
penditure which is charged up against
Consolidated Revenue? The small station
owners, which the Premier in his usual
way claimed were to be benefited. by the
initiation of this department and the
State steamship service are seriously
affected, and have been right through
by the erratic running of these
steamers- The "Kwinana" entered
the trade this season something like
six weeks late, and at the present time
she is about ten weeks late, and will con-
tinue late throughout the season in conse-
quence. These delays ;ruin the condition
of cattle, and it is needless for me to
point out that if the department drifts
on some ten weeks or three months late
in the season, ultimately it will drift into
the summer months and that will be dis-
astrous to the bringing of cattle down to
the southern markets. The pnrcbase of
qeveral thousand head of cattle from the
lBorril Company has started somewhat
disastrously. The first delivery of some
400 head dwindled down to ahout 100
head before the steamer was ready to

receive them. They were taken delivery
of by the Government agent at Wyndham
and were then discovered to be affic ted
with plenro, but despite the Government
veterinary surgeon's instructions to the
contrary, they were placed on. the steamer
for shipment to Fremantle. Eventually
they had to be taken off again in obedience
to instructions to that effect sent up from
headquarters. I understand that several
thousands of these cattle are to be taken
delivery of during the present season, and
I would point out that the lateness in the
running of the steamship "Ewinana" will
in can that the bulk of them will require
to be bronghit down during the summer
months, and the result will be disastrous
to the Government from a financial point
of view and fatal to the cattle, bienuse
many of them must die.

Mr. Male: A-nd they have refused to
bring down 1,000 head of cattle from
other squatters.

lion. FRANK WILSON: I can quite
understand that they cannot bring down
cattle for outside squatters when they can-
not provide accommodation to bring- down
their own cattle purchased from the Bovril
Company. The small retail butehers in
the metropolitan area appear to be the
only people who are affected by the Gov-
ernment action in regard to the butchers'
stalls which have been opened at Subiaco
and Fremantle, and ultimately will be
opened at Kalgoorlie, if the views of
Ministers are given effect to. These small
men buy at public auction every week and
the Government also buy at public auc-
tion to a large degree.

The Premier: The retailers do nothing
of the kind-not all of them. The great
mnajority buy at prices as stated, not by
auiction.

H-on. PRANK WILSON: They do not
do anything of the sort.

The Premier: T say they do.
Hion. F~R A NI WISON: The retail

h-ttelhers ntlend the auction sales twice a
week. one day for cattle and another day
for sheep. The Premier's agent goes
thirc anid bids against them, and if the

pr\ate lover cannot meet within seven
6ax-s9 his pay-ments for the cattle he has
puirciased. his bid is not taken at the
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next auction sale and he is not supplied.
Of course, if the Government have a loss
on their transactions, instead of their
being placed in a position not to pur-
chase again, the public foot the bill and
no wore is said about it. There was in
existence some time ago a large com.-
bination of companies owning something
like 50 retail butchers' shops extending
from Leonora to Fremantle, but they
could niot be worked at a profit under the
rules and conditions laid down by the
Arbitration Court; therefore, those busi-
nesses were transferred to the managers
of the respective branches on certain
terms, and it is only because those man-
agers, untrammelled by any arbitration
award, could go into their own shops and
do a large portion of the work connected
with the shops, that they were able to make
ends meet and run the establishments at a
prolic. They have become master butchers
and now, forsooth, when they are doing
their utmost to serve the public well, and
to mnake a living for themselves, those are
the men, the small men, whom the Premier
and his colleagues have set out to crush,
and those, and those only are the men
who will be injured by the competition
of the State butchers' shops. I say
again that the small cattle growers have
not benefited one iota by the introduction
of the State steamship service and the
establishment of State butchers' stalls.

Mr. Underwood. Rot ! That is abso-
lutely incorrect.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order I I hope the
hon. member will not discuss that phase
of the question; indeed his remarks arc
not within the scope of this motion. That
matter was discussed on the motion
moved by the hon. member for Kimberley
last week.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Not the cost
of beef.

Mr. SPEAKER: There was a discus-
sion created by the member for Kimberley
as to -whether the cattle growers have been
benefited by the introduction of State
steamers. I do1 not think it is desirable
in the best interests of the House to con-
tinne that discussion on this motion.

The Premier : The hon. member could
not find that out from the balance sheet,
anyhow.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I claim that
it can he seen from the balance sheet, if
the Premier will give me all the detailed
information I am asking for. I desire
by these illustrations to show how neces-
sary it is that we should have these ac-
counts. The Government claim to be pro-
viding certain facilities an~d conveniences
that arc benefiting a section of the com-
munity, and I am pointing out that they
are not being benefitted.

Mr. Underwood:- I say they are.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order I
Ron. FRANK WILSON: The hon.

member can say what he likes.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order I
Mr. Underwood: And so can you.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: Nobody will

take any notice of the hon. member.
Mr. SPEAKER : Order ! I am not

going to allow hon. members to continue
a dehate across the floor after I have
called for order. The terms of the mo-
tion wvill not permit the leader of the
Opposition to discuss the merits of the
State steamers' operations so far as as-
sistance to the squatters or other people
is concerned. The hon. member has
asked for a balance sheet. The bon.
member must confine his remarks to
showing theL necessity for a balance
sheet, and the operation of these con-
cerns as trading businesses, but I cannot
allow the hon. member or anry other
hon. member to depart from the scope
of his mnotion and discuss somethingr
which has already been discussed on
more than one occasion in this House
during the session.

The Premier: Every week.
Ron. FRAXKC WILSON : I only

wish-
The Premier : Discussed every week.
Hon, FRANK WILSON: Will the

Premier be quiet. I am addressing the
Speaker, and the Premier ought to learn
man ners. I am only drawing an illustra-
tion to show the necessity for having these
accounts produced and produced pro-
perly. If I can show that the different
State enterprises have not fulfilled their
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function that surely is a very strong
reason indeed why we should have the
accounts immediately they can be pro-
duced.

Mr. SPEAKER: If the hon. member's
intention was to show that these trading
concerns are not fulfilling their require-
ments to the country, then he should have
framed his motion in different language
from that expressed in this. particular
motion. I do not want to kirk discussion,
but the purpose of this House is to do
the business of the country, and my duty
is to conduct the business in acecordance
with the Standing Orders, using, of
course, common sense and discretion in
the manner of the observance of the
Standing Orders. I am quite prepared
to allow the hon. member sufficient scope
to discuss his motion in its fullest terms,
but it wonid not be wise on my part to
allow discussion to follow on the lines of
that already permitted and followed in
this Chamber on more than one occasion
this session.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Then, Sir, I
will get off that point in ohedience to your
ruling, and just remark that one poor
man, a pioneer of Kimberley, who re-
fused something like £3 10s. a heed for
cattle at Wyndham, had them brought
down by a S tate steamer and had to take
17s. a head for them. I would like to
have returns-

The Premier: That will not be shown
in the 'balance-sheet.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: if details
are given it can he shown who used the
steamer, and it will he found that very
few outside of the cattle kings have used
them. Then, the other day we had this
farcical royal commission on the State
Steamship Service, end here again is re-
vealed the necessity for having prompt
accounts. We have had allegations of
mismanagement, departmental mismani-
agement-I do not want to hit a man who
is down-but we have had no report from
this royal commission. Whilst the then
Prime M1inister of Anstralia was stump-
ing the country during the recent Fed-
eral elections quoting a telegram received
from the Acting remier of this State
that the State steamers were a profitable

undertaking and had not lost L2,000 a
month, and whilst our own Premier was
extolling their virtues in the metropolis
of the world, the city of London, and
whilst we lied the Colonial Secretary
here denying the criticisms which were
written by one "Observer" in the West
Auti ralion, we had, on the other hand, as
a matter of fact,' the loss being incurred
month by month, absolutely incurred, and
now when we have a royal commission
appointed to iniquire into the general ad-
ministration of the Steamship Service,'
appointed, I say rightly, on the charges
that were made by Mr. Holmes publicly
in the Press, as soon as the manager col-
lapses the commission is disbanded ana
no report is brought in to satisfy the pub-
lic as to the truth or otherwise of the
allegations. Mr. Holmes pledged his
reputation on the charges he made, and
proved them evidently up to the hilt, and
yet lie is denied a verdict. No verdict
is to be given as to whether his statements
were true or otherwise, notwithstanding
that we bad responsible iMinisters previ-
onsly denying practically these charges
and the Premier himself announcing the
success of his undertaking.

The Premier: A man who would stoop
to what hie did does not deserve a verdict.

Ron. FRANK WILSON: Who can
find fault with Ur. Holmes for having
made the charges? One might criticise
the methods he adopted, but no one can
find fault with a leading citizen who was
'using the steamers and contributing to-
wards their maintenance for making the
charges which he knew to be well founded.
The commission was appointed and was
appointed with 75 per cent of its mem-
bers civil servants, one member only be-
ing from outside circles, and Mr. Holmes
was asked to appear as plaintiff, if you
please.

Mr- SPEAKER: Order! The discus-
sion has nothing to do with this question.
I must ask the hon, member not to de-
part from the terms of the motion, be-
cause it makes my position extremely
difficnlt in confining other hon. members
to the question before the House. If I
allow the hon. member to depart from the
terms of his motion I must allow every
other hon. member to do the same.
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Ron. FRANK WILSON: I wish you
would.

Mr. SPEAKER: I would like to, but
I must not do so. If the hon. member
brought forward a motion -which per-
mitted the roy al commission being dis-
cussed, I would be only too willing to
allow it.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I maintain
that I cant advance any arguments of mis-
management, as such arguments will be
a proof that we are entitled to the full
fig-ures. If I can show, therefore, that
there was mismanagement and misrepre-
sentation, it is all the more reason why
the Chamber should vote for the produc-
tion of these figures.

The Premier: You know members are
not going to.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Premier
does not know, or has he cracked his
whip already? I object to these unseemly
interruptions. I am trying to keep on
the line of argument, and if I am ruled
out of order I shall have to cease, hut I
maintain, with all due respect, that I can
use any argument showing mismanage-
ment and misrepresentation on the part
of Ministers as a sound one why the offi-
cial figures should he produced inmnedi-
ately.

The Attorney General: You are debat-
ing the Speaker's ruling.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: That is no
concern of the Attorney General. I am
submitting this with due respect for M1r.
Speaker's consideration.

-Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I do not
think the bon. member is disputing my
ruling wilfully.

The Premier: Not wilfully, but he is.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: I want you

to give me as mutch latitude as you can.
'Mr. SPEAKER: I must adhere to my

resolution not to allow the horn- member
to discuss the royal commission, If the
hon. member desired to discuss that, his
motion should have been put in a differ-
ent form. If he had worded it "that in
the opinion of this House the operations
of the steamship service are not in the
best interests of the people or the coun-
fry" it would have given him the scope
he desires, but a motion for a balance-
sheet does not give him that opportunity.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Then 1 ma)
refer to the capital coat of the steamers
us being a portion which will be included
in the balance-sheet which ought to have
been produced to this House long ere
this. The otller night I asked the Pre-
mier certain questions with regard to the
cost of these steamers, and I find that the
"'Western Australia, "which cost in Lon-
don £39,500, has incrensed to £63,633;
there is here a difference of something
like £24,000 representing increased capi-
tal expenditure. Surely it is a matter of
moment to know what this £24,000 has
been expended on. Surely it is import-
ant that we should know whether it is ad-
visable to expend more than 50 per cent
of the original cost of the steamer in
adding to her capital value ]more especi-
ally when we know that the Government
are importing new furnaces to replace
those which were burnt down recently,
a fact which was commented on as being
an everyday occurrence. We know that
the "Western Australia" will shortly have
to go East to be overhauled and to go
through her periodical survey, and we
know that when she goes. East f or that
pur-pose, and also to have these new fur-
nces put into her boilers, which will
necessitate the removal of the boilers,
many thousands of pounds will have to
be spent o]1 hier. I would not be a bit sur-
prised if the exp enditure runs from £5,000
to L10,000 to have this steamer reclassi-
fled, and is this to he charged to capital
exp~enditure, or is it to be charged to the
running exiienses of the service The
"Kwinana," purchased for £17,000--very
much above her value at the time-has
cost nearly £19,000. The "Eucla/' which
was purchased for £10,500 in the old
country, has increased to £13,651. Three
thousand pounds has been expended on
that little steamer ; what for? We want
the information. The "Una," which cost
£2,000. has up to the present doubled her
capital cost andi stands at £3,08, and in
addition we have stock fittings put down
as caipital cost to the amount of
£2,502. and plant and stock at £2,865.
Surely these figures, in themnselves, are
suifficient for any sensible member of this
Chamber to wish to have the true ac-
counts placed before him at the very
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earliest opportunity in the wording of
my motion, and I would here say, without
dwelling unduly on the point, that I think
it is just about up to the member for
East Perth to make some public statement
or some further allegation with regard to
one of the biggest swindles perpetrated in
connection with the mail service on the
South Coast.

The Premier : It will not be shown.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: It ought to

be shown, and the Premier ought to see
that a proper explanation is made, and
that the hon. member is compelled to
prove his contentions, or to withdraw
them. The hon. member knows very well
that only one company was involved, and
certainly if he 'is honourable about it, be
will either prove his statements or with-
draw them.

Air. Lander: Did you give an explana-
tion of the Claremont Asylum contract
when you gave it to your son-in-aw?9

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I advise the
hon. member to study Hansard and he
will see that he is making an incorrect
statement now, and that I never gave a
contract in connection with the Clare-
mont Asylum to my son-in-law.

Mr. Lander: Your department did.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: No, it did

not; he never had a contract. So we
have it that the "'Western Australia"' is
to go to Sydney very shortly to be docked
in order to be reclassified. Rumour says
that she was at first going to Singapore,
in order to have the direct advantage of
the cheap labour in that portion of the
world. That is hardly believable in view
of t he white labour policy of my friends
on the Government side of the House, but
it is an undoubted fact that she will have
to be re-surveyed andi will have to he
ripped open from end to end, or she will
not be reclassified.

The Premier: Have you been getting
into touch with the people over there?

Ron. FRANK WILSON: I have been
in touch with people of this description
all my life.

Mr. Underwood: Have you been to an-
other civil servant for information?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I want to
point out where possibly the Premier may

have hidden up some portion of the enor-
mous loss in connection with these steam-
ers. It seems undoubted, to my mind, that
a considerable sum has been expended
and debited to capital account out of Loan
funds, which otherwise ought to have
been charged to the ordinary running
expenses of the service. The Premier is
also exceeding his authorisation by e5,000,
according to his own figures. I want to
know if he is acting under proper author-
ily' by so doing. He is also inclined to
say that be acts in a legal manner, but he
did not do so when he first purchased the
steamers, and evidently he is carrying on
in that same policy.

Ron. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : You never exceeded anything.

Mr. George: Two blacks do not make a
white.

The Premier: You are double black.
Mr. George: You are no colour at all.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: With regard

to the running of the "Encla," and the
mail service contract which the Premier
entered into, possibly the loss in the ser-
vice is to some extent accountable for that
contract. He admits that there has been
a loss since the inception, and I have it
on fairly good authority that negotiations
are in progress with the Federal authori-
ties to replace the "Eucla" with the cr~na,"
a much smaller vessel. It is obvious in his
admission-and I do not find fault with
him in trying to better the conditions of
his contract when he finds it is a losing
concern-that he did not ask enough sub-
sidy. Although he may claim, and per-
haps justly so, that he has; provided the
South-East coast with a better service,
we, as members of Parliament represent-
ing the people of this State, are entitled
to know at what cost. It is a well-known
fact that the Adelaide Steamship Com-
pany, which was running these mails for
some years past, and up till this time had
rin a smaller steamer, had a subsidy of
something like £C4,000 at the time when the
Raveusthorpe copper field was in full
swing, and they had the trade in connec-
tion with that to look to. The Premier
rushes in and pledges the credit of the
country to a considerable expenditure.
and now he is in the humiliating position
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of having to admit that the service is not
a paying one, and therefore he has proved
his incapacity to run this enterprise in a
payable manner and in the interests of
the people.

Mr. Lander: Did be lose as much on
the steamers as you lost on the Hopetoun-
Raveusthorpe railway?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The contriae-
tons lost something like £5,000 on the
railway. Of course, I can understand
the Premier feeling hurt when he finds
that his judgment has been wrong, and
the venture likely to be disastrous, and
let mec here say that it is absolutely neces-
sary that he should face the music. It is
idle for him to sit back and refuse under
any Act of Parliament to produce these
accounts. It is idle for him to pretend
that he can keep the results secret as long
as he thinks fit. He is only the custod-
ian of the public funds; he is only the
manager for the people of the State; and
the people ask and demand that the ac-
counts shall be produced. I challenge the
Premier to keep the accounts back, as he
intimated he would do the other night,
possibly until next year. I demand that
these accounts shall be produced and
tabled at the earliest possible momenL.

Hon. W. C. Angwiu (Honorary Min-
ister): The Premier promised that.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Premier
intimated that there was no need for him
to bring in the accounts this year at all,
unless he liked. But the Premier has no
choice, and the Honorary Minister has
no choice either. They forget that they
are not individuals dealing with their own
personal affairs, but are in office simply
as managers of the State enterprises
which have been rashly embarked upon,
and -which have shown such disastrous -re-
stilts up to the present.

Hon. W. C. Augwin (Honorary Minis-
ter):. I am glad you put that last portion
in.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Seaddan):
When I see a person go up like a rocket,
I generally expect to see the stick come
down.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You will come
down in due time.

The PREIHER: Evidently the leader
of the Opposition, in going off like a
rocket, has finished up by coming down
like a stick.

Mr. George: He will stick next time.
The PREMIER: I notice the halo keeps

chattering. I have no objection to the
motion tabled by the lender of the Oppo-
sition.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What a wonder!
The PREMIER: It is not a wonder at

all, only a sign of the colossal ignorance
of our friends in Opposition. Whether
this motion is carried or not I am hound
by Act of Parliament to present these
balance sheets in due course; whether the
motion is carried or not the position is the
same, and the motion only shows that our
friends opposite are ignorant of the law
that was passed only last year.

Mr. George:- We do not believe in "due
course."

The PREMIER: The hon. member be-
lieves in scrap iron.

The Minister for Lands: They scrapped
the bon- member.

Mr. George: I will buy your ships when
you have got them scrapped.

The PREMIER: We have had trading
concerns operating in Western Australia
for a number of years, and the hon. mem-
ber was probably surprised when he found
in the Government Gazette of the 23rd
May this year a number of tradiiig con-
cerns brought under the operation of tbe
Trading Concerns Act, which was placed
on the statute-hook by the present Gov-
ernment. A Bill for the purpose has
been drafted and redrafted time and
again, while our friends opposite were in
office, and they declined right along the
line to introduce it into Parliament. And
all this time they were operating trad-
ing concerns; all this time the public were
just as desirous of receiving information
respecting those trading concerns as they
are at present.

Hon. Prank Wilson: No, they were not.
The PRE-MIER: The hon. member is

only desirous of using the public for the
purpose of getting information as the
leader of a party, and assisting his best
friends and supporters, the people who
assist materially in providing the funds
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for the purpose of enabling him to exist
as a party, the ship owners, the Em-
ployers' Federation and others of that
ilk, and of course he comes along and
asserts in the House that he is voicing
public opinion, 'and making a demand
on behalf of the public. The public are,
perhaps, better aware than the hon. mem-
ber that these balance sheets must be pro-
duced, but they are not so foolish as to
imagine we are going to produce balance
sheets until those balance sheets are pro-
perly audited. But, of course, it is
another opportunity for parading their
desire to keep the present Government on
the straight path, forgetful of the fact
that only recently they themselves bad
charge of the Treasury bences, and if
they were in earnest to-day the public
would expect them at least to turn and
produce evidence that when they were in
office they, did whbat they are desirous of
the present Government doing. There is
not a single statement made by the lender
of the Opposition in respect to which I
could not show that his own Government
had been guilty of a similar, or worse,
action. The public know that -when they
were in office they bought a steamship and
spent a considerable sum of money in
repairing it, but sold it shortly afterwards
for half the money they paid, and never
made the matter public to this day.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What steamship
is thatI

The PREMIER: A boat; the hon. inem-
her does not know evidently.

Mr. George: Tell ns.
The PREIEER: The lion. member

conid get it from those public servants
who know he bought it.

HFon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : What about the "Venus," which
cost £1,600 7

Hon. Frank Wilson: That was in con-
nection with the harbour works.

Ron. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster): She was for the North-West.

The PRE1WTER : I can assure the
leader of the Opposition that he will have
some difficulty in persuading the public
that he is in earnest in saying he desires
to get this information in the interests of
the public, so long as the public have

knowledge that the hon. member, when he
was in charge of the administration of
various State departments, was not cae-
ful to see that those trading concerns were
on a business basis. If the hon, member
will turn up Lhe Govevnment Gazette of
the 23rd May this year, he will find that
the following were brought under the
Government Trading Concertns Act by
present Govern ment; and the Act was
placed on the statute-hook by the present
Government before introducing new trad-
ing concerns.

MrY. George: I suppose you found it in
a pigeon hole.

The PREMIER: I told the hon. mem-
ber it was drafted and redrafted times
out of number while our friends were
on the Treasury bench, and they re-
fused to introduce it.

Hon. J. Mitchell: It was a better Bill.
The PREMIER: In the Government

Gazette of the 23rd May hon. members
will find that the following trading con-
cerns were brought tinder the operation
of the Government Trading Concerns
Act, which compels books to be kept iii
a certain manner, and properly audited
balance sheets to be produced to Parlia-
ment --Government refrigerating works,
Ahattoirs. North Fremantle sale yards,
Perth city markets, Government meat
Btall, Albany cold stores, land cleaning
operations, Boya quarries, 'workshops,
water supplies, State steamship service,
aboriginies' cattle station. Perth-South
Perth ferry service, milk supply, State
hotels (including Rottnest hostel and
Caves House). If hon. members will just
analyse those for a moment they will dis-
cover that ten out of the fifteen were
operating while our friends opposite
in power, namely, the Government re-
frigerating works, Abattoira, North Fm-
mantle sale yards, Perth city markets,
Land clearing operations, Boye quarries,
Workshops, Water Supplies, Aborigines'
cattle station and Stete hotels. Ten
of the fifteen were operating while our
friends opposite were in power, but they
made no provision for the production of
a balance sheet in any single instance, and
never issued one; and now they come
along- and say the public require these
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balance sheets, and require them early.
We provided an opportunity for the
balance sheets to be produced by the
measure which we brought in last year.
As I have already said, ten of those fifteen
concerns were operating previously, and
members opposite never attempted to pro-
duce a balance sheet for the public in-
formation. When the public recognise
that they will see how much value they
can placie on the statement of the leader
of the Opposition, that he is in earnest in
requiring this information for Ihe public.
It is pure hypocrisy, nothing else. Let
me also point out that what I said the
other night was absolutely correct, that
we are not compelled, even under the
Trading Concerii; Act to produce a bal-
ance sheet this year on the operations of
the trading concerns for last year, as; the
Trading Concerns Act was not pas-sed
until last December, and it was not
brought into operation until May of this
year. I want to tell my friend opposite
that the Auditor General himself in a
conversation with me in my office, su&-
gested that in some cases1 though not in
all, it would be desirable not to do so, be-
cause they bad not had the opportu-nity of
getting the books put in order from the
1st July of last yea;, and these are the
books that were operated under our
friends opposite, books that will not per-
mit of a profit and loss account being pro-
duced for the information of the public.
Our friends opposite are the gentlemen
who were responsible for those methods,
and now they are accusing us of lacking
business acumen. Let me tell the leader
of the Opposition that we have been
cleaning up a good deal of what he and
his friends left, and this is one of the
things which we have cleaned up. We
have told the department that they must
get the books put in order, that they
must operate from July of last year, and
we shall keep faith with the public and
produce those balance sheets. In every
one of those instances, to which T have
referred, we found that it was not possible
with the honks that were kept to produce
a profit and loss account in accordance
with the Trading Concerns Act, and then
hen. members opposite taunt us with lack

of business acumen. The hon. member
should not endeavour to appear to be a
schoolmaster by attempting to teach us
mnanners and business acumen. First of
all let me tell him that he wants tuition
himself. He could do with it badly.

The Minister for Lands - He wants
kindergarten instruction before anything,
else.

lion. Frank Wilson :I have aban-
doned the attempt to teach vn any-
thi ng.

The PTf2MIEII: I have no objection
to the motion because it is in accordance
with an Act of Parliament. and the
very fact that the lion, member has
moved it showvs the absurdity of submit-
ting suchi a motion for the approval Of
Parliament.

Mr. George . Why arc you protesting
soinuolh V
The PREMIER: I am not protesting;

I am only trying to point out what
little knowledge the leader of the Op-
position has of the Acts of Parliament
which he has helped to place on the
statute-book. The hon. member made
reference to secrecy and reticence on the
part of the members of the Treasury
bench whenever information is sought.
Myv 'I here make this remark, that,
judging by the manner ;n which the
leader of the Opposition dealt with
this matter, the figures lie quoted, and
the information that he gave hon. mem-
bers, and in some respects to Mlinisters,
I am satisfied of this, that even if we did
desire to keep these things secret we
would be unable to do0 so.

Mr. Lander: You cannot stop the
pimps.

The PILFMJPER : Whether the hon.
member is actually responsible for it or
not. the fact remain%- that be has been
looking for the information or someone
has taken it to him, because some of the
remarks lie made tn-day dealt with mat-
ter which left my possession not more
than two or three days since. It seems
to mrc that a dishionolirable, disloyal, and
despicable public servant has. taken it
to himr or he has gone around the public
offices spying it out for himself.
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Ron. Frank Wilson : Your imagina-
tion is running riot.

The PREMIER : It is not. Let me
refer to one instance, that of approach-
inz the -Federal authorities to allow us
to substitute the steamer "Fna"l for the
CSacla"I which is undergoing survey,

and ask the leader of the Opposition
where he got the information he made
use or L-day.

lIon. Frank Wilson :D1id you ap-
proachi the Federal auflhorities 9

The PREMIER : Yes, but I want to
know who told the bon. member that I
approached the Federal authorities. I
am positive the information -lid not come
from the Federal Govjrnmcnt becanes
they have not yet received my letter.
The hon. memnber must 'have got the in-
formation fromn a public servant, and the
public, servant who would give that In-
formation to the lion. member is dis-
honourablo and despicable.

Mr. Heitmann And so is the re-
ceiver.

Ron. Frank Wilson: I absoluteiy
deny that I have received the slightest
information from any public servant. I
say this in the interests ot the public
service. No one has ever approached rue
or spoken to me on the subject.

Hon. WV. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : That might be true, but per-
haps someone else did-

The PREMIER : Of course, I sup-
pose, the hon. member would not be
likely in his capacity of leader of the
Opposition to lose the opportunity of
getting information from any source. I
have previously explained that the hon.
nicinber doer not object to picking up in-
formation in the street. Frequently hie
has asserted that certain things have been
rumoured about the streets and I sup-
pose under those circumstances I cannot
complain if the gets into touch with the
service, or if he uses what he hears in
the street. In this particular ease, how-
ever, the information must have beein
divulged from the public service, or per-
haps he got it from someone who ob-
tained it from a public servant, and in
connection with the expenditure in de-
tail ho- must have received the informa-

tion fromn a public servant. As a matter
of fact. T amp not controlling any of these
concerns, except the State hotels, and the
leader of the Opposition has given me
more information than I knew myself.

Mr. George : Your Ministers keep
yoL informed.

The PREMTER: It is not the duty
of a Minister to run to the head of the
Government and tell him everything that
is taking place, any more than it was
the duty of the bon. member for Mur-
ray-Wellington when he was Comnmis-
sioner of Railways to run to his Minister
and repeat to him whatever was happen-
ing. H1-ow does the leader of the Opposi-
tion know these things unless they have
been disclos'td to him by a public ser-
vant 9 1 can tell the hon. mnember that
some of the information that he has dis-
closed to-day, as well as that which he
disclosed last weekw~as in formation which
never came under my notice, and that
when I miade the statement with regard
to the transfer of the State steamships
to the Harbour Trust officials, I was not
in possession of the fact that such had
been arranged. It was known in Fre-
mantle, the attitude that Mr. Aflnutt
was going to adopt, before the meeting
of the Trust took place.

Mir. George : Then where did I get
the informationl from 9

Mir. Heitmnana : In the gutter.
Mir' SPEARER:- I am not going to

allow discussion on these lines; it is
out of order. The Premier must confine
himself to the motion.

The PREMIER: I must respectfully
protest. The leader of the Opposition
has made certain statements, and if 1,
as bead of the Government, am going to
he restricted to the motion when the hon.
member has made definite charges, I will
not be able to reply to them. Hie made
these charges, and it is_ true that he could
not be called to order until he made them.
1, now ought to be given the opportunity
to reply to them.

Mr. SPEAKER: The leader of the Op-
position did not make any statement about
having received information from certain
sources; he merely made an assertion,
and the Premier should confine himself
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to refuting that assertion. This, how-
ever, the Premier is not doing, but is
making statements which have nothing
to do with the motion.

The PREMIER: The hon. member
made' reference to my statement in con-
nection with the handing over of the
steamers to the Harbour Trust, and he
was not called to order; he completed his
point in that direction, I think I am en-
titled to refer to it.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I did not deal
with it; I only referred to it in passing.

The PREMIER: The leader of the
Opposition commenced by stating that the
Government -were reticent and were trying
to keep these matters secret. I am trying
to point out that even if we desired to do
that, it would be quite impossible und~r
the prevailing conditions.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon, member is
entitled to follow that line of discussion,
but the practice of departing from the
motion and making counter charges leads
to disorder and to personalities being
hurled across the Chamber, which is not
in the best interests of the business of this
House.

The PREMIER: I regret if my counter
charges have caused personalities to Be
burled across the Chamber, but as I have
to suffer it, I suppose the bon. member
will also have to suffer it on some occa-
sions. The leader of the Opposition also
stated that I said that during August the
State steamships had shown a profit of
£E2,000. I never made any such statement,
and for the life of me I do not know
where the hon. member got his informa-
tion. His imagination is evidently play-
ing up with him again.

Ron. Frank Wilson- You said you
made a small profit of about £2,000.

The PREMIER: May I tell the hen.
member that we last discussed this ques-
tion on the 27th August, and the monthly
accounts were not made up until the 31st
August, with the result that I[ could not
have had the information with regard to
the month's operations until after the 31st
August, and that this is the first occa-
sion on which we have discussed anything
in connection with the State steamship
service since the close of last month.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I will accept your
denial.

The PREMIER: The hon. member also
made some reference to certain condemned
cattle, or cattle purchased by the Govern-
ment for the meat stalls, and he said they
were condemned by the Government veter-
inary surgeon before we purchased them.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Before you ship-
ped them.

The PREMIER: The hon. member is
again confusing two points, which arc tot-
ally different. The Government bought
some cattle in Fremantle and they were
discovered to be suffering from pleuro.
This was about February last, and the
hon. member declared that these were the
cattle that were condemned before they
were purchased.

Ron. Frank Wilson: You bought them
at Wyndham.

The PREM~rIER: No. Thle cattle the
hon. member is referring to were not con-
demned prior to purchase. It was dis-
covered afterwards that they were suffer-
ing from pleuro, and surely the hon. mem-
ber will appreciate the fact that such a
thing might happen even to a private
buyer. Cattle may develop a disease after
purchase and the buyer, whoever he may
be, will have to suffer the loss.

Hon. Frank Wilson: That is the point.
The PREMIER: I can assure the hon.

member that these were made a charge
against the butchers' stalls. But I do not
know whether this is a dialogue that we
are indulging in, or whether I am ex-
pected to reply.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I apologise, but
I was just getting on the track.

The PREMIER: The hon. member, as
I pointed out, tried to make the public
and the members of this Chamber believe
that these cattle were condemned before
we purchased them, and I am pointing
out that such was not the ease, and as
they bad not developed the disease prior
to purchase, we could hardly be blamed if
eventually they did develop the disease.

Mr. George: Did not your buyer inspect
them

The pREMIER: I want to say that
when the balance sheet is produced it will
be found that any loss that may have been
made with that 'shipment will have been
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taken into account. We do not propose
to write off anything that is a fair charge
against the conduct of that business. T
may tell the hon. member that we have
written off that loss and still show a pro-
fit on the operations, and, as I stated at
the outset, we commenced to make a pro-
fit without drawing a penny out of the
Treasury, and to-day wve are still showing
a profit.

I-on. Frank Wilson: Look at page 144
of JHansard.

The PREMIER: I do not propose to
look at any page.

Ron. Frank Wilson: You will see there
that you stated that the last two months'
operations showed a proft of £2,0100.

The PREMIER: The hon. member also
wants to know whether the interest
charges on the purchase of the Yanda-
nooka estate, portion of which is being
used for the purpose of holding, this stock,
is being charged up against that particu-
lar stock or the butchers' shops-onr meat
sales account. Let mec* tell the hon. mew-
her that we are charging up everything
which can be properly charged up against
it, and in fact a correct balance sheet will
be produced. Exactly the same thing is
applying now to Avondale, which could
not be said when our friends opposite had.
control of it. The hon- member says that
the retail butchers are the people who are
affected by our action. I will admit at
once that some of them are affected, and
I want to tell the hon. member that the
consumers in the metropolitan area in
particular are affected by our action.
They are affected in the direction of sav-
ing from 4d. to 7d. per pound by pur-
chasing at the Government meat stall.

Eon. Frank Wilson: Nonsense; I have
thle flgures here.

The PREM5IER: 1 may tell the hon.
member that I still purchase a little meat
from the Government meat stall, and
therefore I ought to knowv the price paid,
seeing that I pay the same as other cus-
tomers pay. T say again that we have
-reduced the price of meat by from 4d.
to 7d. a pound. and the consu mers in the
metropolitan area are getting the beneft,
while, at the same time, we are showing
a profit. When the hon. member made the

statement that the retail or small butcher
had been previously huying his meat by
auction and I interjected that such was
not the case, he again asserted it. I
want to tell the hon. member that it was
certainly not the case prior to the Gov-
ernment openig their meat stall in the
Perth city market;, and bringing their
stock down from the North-West and put-
ting them up at auction. The hon. mem-
ber knows that the great majority of re-
tail butchers in the metropolitan area
were only permitted to commence
business at the will of certain
gentlemen comprising the meat trust ex-
isting in Western Australia. And he also
knows that those gentlemen, the whole-
sale butchers, had a monopoly of the
abattoirs. for kill ing stock from the North-
West or anywhere else, with the result
that the small butcher, if he bought on
the hoof at public auction, had no oppor-
tunity of getting that stock killed and
placed in his stall and, in consequence, be
had to go to the City market and other
places and buy his meat on the hook,
meat which was not put uip at public
auction, but which had the price afready
fixed upon it when the retailer went to
buy it. We have seen this done, and in-
deed it is being done to-day. The result
was that there was no fair competition
so far as the retail butchers were con-
cernied. However, when we get our Gov-
ernment ahattoirs erected and in full
operation in conjunction with our steam-
ers trading to the North-West, which
afford an opportunity to the small squat-
ters inland to bring their stock into open
markets and have it killed at the Govern-
ment abattoirs where they cannot be fol-
lowed up by gentlemen interested in the
meat ring, then the time will have arrived
when the retail butcher who knows his
business will remain in that business, and
the consumer also Will Obtain a material
benefit. Under existing conditions it hasi
not been the first-class hatcher Carrying
on the retail business, but just any man81
-whom it suited the meat ring to permit to
open a. shop and keep it open. And the
consumer has to pay all the time. We did
not anticipate that one action on the part
of the Government would be sufficient for
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the purpose of breaking up this meat
ring; but we have made sufficient inroads
into that meat ring to weaken its position
considerably, and as time goes on and onr
abattoirs conmc into operation, such a
thing as a meat ring in Western Australia
will be practically forgotten. The hon,
member discussed the question of the
steamers affecting the small squatters of
the North-West. Rightly it was pointed
out that that does not affect the balance
sheet, although the bon, member insisted
that the balance sheet would show who
had been using the steamers.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I did not say
anything of the sort.

The PRE*MIER: The bon- member did,
and I interjected that it would not be
shown on the balance sheet who was using
our steamers. He stated that he wanted
it to show the big men who had been
using the steamers.

Hon. Frank Wilson: The report will
show us that.

The PREIHER: We are not dealing
with the report, but with the balance
sheet, and the balance sheet will not
show the individuals who have been using
the steamers.

Air. Male: Why, you cannot get any
freight.

The PREMIER: Wall, we had better
consider the question of getting another
steamer. The bon. member made refer-
ence to the charges which had been
brought against the management of the
State Steamship Service. Those charges
to some extent affected the conduct of
the State Steamship Service from the
point of view of its finances; but not to
any great extent, and the less said about
it at this stage, I think, the better, simply
'because it is unwise that one should give
vent to his feelings in connection with the
attitude adopted by Mr. J. J. Holmes,
who to my knowledge has been promn-
ently before the public for the last ten or
fifteent years. For a person who has been
-in public life for Len or fifteen years, and
who would go along to the manager of
this service, all the time protesting that
he was his friend, protesting that we bad
acted wisely in putting on those steamers,
all 'the time asking for con sideration as a

shipper, and then to use the information
he obtained while purporting to be a
friend, to perhaps for ever damn that
individual, is, I think, an action about
which the less said the better. It is un-
necessary for me to deal with this matter.
The public have already come to a con-
clusion in regard to the action of Mr. J. J.
Holmes in this direction, and I think it
does not redobwd to Mr. Holmes' credit.
The hon. member said that it was pro-
posed to send the "Western Australia"'
to Singapore for the purpose of going
into dock and undergoing a survey. It
may have been proposed; some public
servant may have proposed it. But I am
not aware of it, and I am quite certain
that the Government have not dealt with
it, and would not consider it for a
moment. The bon. member said it was
past belief that the Government should
adopt such an attitude, a Government
who adhered to the policy of a white Aus-
tralia. But the hon. member need have
no fears on that score. 'Whether or not
we could get the- work done cheaply at
Singapore is of no moment whatever;, we
will send it to white labour, and in Aus-
tralia if it can be be done here. The
sending of the vessel to Singapore for
such a purpose has never hean considered
by the Government. Just what would
have happened if our friend opposite had
been here, I would not like to say. Evi-
dently he has knowledge that the work
could be done cheaply at Singapore, and
it may he that in order-

Mr. Male: You promised to send it to
Java yonrself.

The PREMIER: But not for the pur-
pose of undergoing repairs. I am niot
desirous of saying anything further on
this question, more than to explain that
one cannot complain if our friends op-
posite take every possible opportunity
of parading this question in respect to
which they think they have an opportu-
nity of obtaining some little kudos with
the public. But I think they will discover
when we reach the final results, and the
people are asked to express an opinion
on the desirability of -continuing or dis-
continuing the operations of these trading
concerns, that they will give an emphatic
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answer in the affirmative; because by that
time, not oniy from the point of view of
showing profit; which is not the all-
essential which our friends opposite would
have us believe-

Hon. Jr. Mitchell: It is very necessary.

The PREMIER: Tt is wise that our
trading concerns should, as far as pos-
sible, pay for their operations; but the
bon. member would not suggest that we
should make that a strict rule. We must
be also satisfied that they are affording
advantages which the public will reap;
that from the point of view of the general
public they are paying by giving ad-
vantages. to the public which would not
have accrued to them otherwise.

Hon. X. Mitchell: But you cannot get
the whole of the public to agree.

The PREMIJER: No, not the shipping
companies, for instance. But let me point
on! that we arc running State batteries
on- OUr gold fields, which have assisted and
will continue to materially assist the
mining industry. Would our friends op.
posite urge that because those batteries
are running at a loss, without considering
interest and sinking fund, -we should
close down that concern? Is it desirable
that we should do it Hon. members op-
posite know that it is not the case. They
have never looked for profits from the
point of view of paying interest and
sinking fund charges in addition to
affording considerable convenience and
assistaiiee to the mining industry. And
the same thing might very well apply to
our ships. The fact that we have put
ships on the North-West coast has been
of' undoubted advantage to the people,
particularly those in the metropolitan
area, and perhaps the small squatters of
the North-West. And when we can get
the small squatters of the North-West
to put aside and remove the feeling ex-
isting in their minds to-day that sooner
or later our friends opposite may come
along and put those steamers off, then
they will be prepared to stand boldly out
and take full advantage of the State
steamers. To-day they are afraid of
what may happen if our friends should
conmc back to power. If they knew that
the steamers were going to remain per-

manently on the coast, the smaUl squat-
tens would come along and give us all the
freights we desire for the boats. I want
to assure those people of the North-West
that whether our friends come back here
or not, they will not, in any case, have
the courage, even if they were permitted
by the public-which thiey certainly will
not be--to scrap those steamers and the
other trading concerns which we hare
commenced. It has never been the policy
of the Liberal party to undo what the
Labour party has done.

Hon. Frank Wilson: They will scrap
them themselves.

The PREMIER: Will the hon. mem-
ber say now that he is prepared to make
it part of the Liberal policy that the
States steamers shall be scrapped, the
State butchers' shops closed, the State
milk supply to the hospitals stopped, and
that the other operations included in our
trading concerns shall cease 9 The hon.
member has never yet made a pronounce-
ment on it, but has contented himself with
heroic utterances when looking for infor-
mation, lie has never made a definite
announcement on the subject.

Mr. Male- I would close the shops if
I had an opportunity.

The PREMIER: Of course the hon.
member would, because lie knows they are
against his interests as a stock-owner.
But it is the public, and not the stock-
owners, who must receive first considera-
tion. I want to tell our friends opposite
that we have never yet refused to give in-
formation either to them or to the public
on any subject pertaining to the adminis-
tration. of public offices which it was de-
sirable to give, or which, in the interests
of the public, should be given, or which
had reached the stage at which the public
should be supplied with it; but when they
come along and ask for balance-sheets
and other information which perhaps is
not yet fully prepared, or which should
not be given until it has been audited--

Mr. George: Has it not been audited
yet?

The PREMIER: I am not sure on
that point. We have had such difficulty
in straightening up the books in connec-
tion with traading concerns operating
before we came along that we find a diffi-
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cunty in producing these balance-sheets.
I can furnish evidence on this point if
necessary, showing that balance-sheets are
hang up to-day, because the officers cannot
arrive at the true position in regard to
the capital expenditure and other things
connected with trading concerns which
wvere operated by our friend opposite.
We are having very serious difficulty 'with
those trading concerns operated by our
friends opposite.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Let uts deal with
your own. These set out in the motion
are new ones.

The PREMIER: Yes, but I propose
that the public shall have the old ones as
wvell, and that the public shall have the
information on these points in connection
with all our trading concerns and not
merely a section of them. And I consider
that when they do get information in re-
gard to our trading concerns-

Mr. M~ale: They will stop the lot.
The PREMIERE: We are not nervous

in the slightest. They will then see the
advantage of having these trading con-
cerns and, perhaps, will petition the Gov-
ernment to extend the system. We are,
therefore, getting ready to do that. Mlay
I say the Government never have had any
objection to supplying the information
desired, and as the resolution only en-
domes an Act of Parliament which com-
pels us to supply the information, and as,
further, we are desirous of supplying it,
I have no objection to the resolution be-
ing carried in order that, at the earliest
possible moment, these balance-sheets
shall be produced.
Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray-Wellington) :
It may perhaps be considered by some
members that after the speech of the Pre-
mier it is undesirable that anything fur-
ther should be said on the motion, seeing
that he agreed to submit the balance-
sheets asked for at the earliest possible
moment. Well, I do not intenda to tra-
verse either the ground over which the
leader of the Opposition went, or very
much of that which the Premier himself
covered, because it seems to me that a
good deal of ground has been covered
that it was absolutely unnecessary to
touch upon in connection with a motion

of this sort. The Premier has rightly told
us that uinder the Act he has to produce
these balance-sheets in due course, but
where I differ from him is that "in due
course" and "as soon as possible" mean
that the House has been sitting for two
mouths and we are still without a balance-
sheet. I should like to submit to the Pre-
mier that, although earlier in the session,
it would have formed a convenient excuse
to say that the balance-sheets were not
audited, I believe I am correct in saying
that the balance-sheets have been pre-
pared for some time, and so far as the
audit is concerned, they could have been
laid on the Table of the House, and the
Premier, if he had thought fit, could have
replied to this motion by laying the bal-
ance-sheets on the Table to-day.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Where did you
get your information from?

Mr. GEORGE: That is a question I
shall have the greatest pleasure in an-
swering to my leader in private. On the
authority of the Press, who no doubt con-
sulted the Premier in the first place, we
know that the Budget speech is to be de-
livered next week. Are hon. members
to suppose for one single moment that
that Budget, which we all know takes
a considerable time to compile, could be
properly put together and submitted to
the House unless the Premier were in
possession of a proper statement in con-
nection with these trading concerns I
How is the Premier, or any" Treasurer,
to he able to put his figures together
and forecast what income he is likely to
get in the ensuing year unless he knows
thoroughly, and from figures on which
he can rely, the result of the trading for
last year? Then, why this secrecy, this
hiding and keeping of them hack?
Surely the Act passed by this House, not
only by members on the Government
aide, but also by members on this side
and accepted by the other Chamber, was
not meant to be a dead letter, and to be
put into operation at the will or caprice
of the hon. member who occupies the first
seat in the Cabinet of the State. The
object of passing that Bill was that the
trading concerns should be properly
looked after and that information should
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be laid before the shareholders, that is,
the taxpayers of this State, not at what
might he called by the Premier the earliest
possible moment, but almost as soon as
the House met for the present session.
And it would be idle for the manager
of any business concern to meet either
his banker or the owners of that con-
cern, and put btem off week after week
and month after month by saying that he
had not got the balance sheet audited.
The boa, gentleman, who has had some
experience of these trading concerns,
must know by this time that their opera-
tions must be carefully and constantly
watched, and to come to this House
and ask us to believe, and to ask the
people, through the Press, to believe that
he has no means of telling how these con-
cerns are going by means of the figures
that are prepared, is to absolutely con-
fess to this State and the whole of Aus-
tralia that hie does not know the first
essentials of business management. It
should have been absolutely unnecessary
for the leader of the Opposition to more
than formally move this motion.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : He did not want that.

Mr. GEORGE : Then I can tell the
hon. member straight away that the
checkmate for these inconvenient ques-
tions is to straightway lay the papers
and the information on the Table of the
House.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ister) :It is not a question, it is a mo-
tion.

_Mr. GEORGE : The hon. member is
playing on words. It is not a question
of which notice was given, but it is a
question right through this motion as
to bow the country stands ia regard to
those ventures upon which the Govern-
ment have entered. The Attorney Gen-
eral knows perfectly -well, and he is too
astute a gentleman to attempt to make
any excuses for them, that with regard
to a matter of this sort the very best
tactics that Could have been adopted,
those which would have satisfied the
House, smashed lip the Opposition, and
removed the anxiety and nervousness o&2
the people, would have been to lay the

papers on the Table of the House at
once. Since the commencement of this
session members on this side ,have been
asking for information. which we are en-
titled to get, and we have been met at
every turn by the subterfuge that the
accounts are not yet properly audited-
by any excuse that could possibly be
thought of to put off the letting of light
into the corners of these particular
trading concerns. I have a good deal of
information in regard to the running of
these State steamships-information not
obtained from civil servants, I may say,
so that bhe Government need not have
another heresy hunt on this score-
which I shall deal with when we get the
balance sheet, but I ami. not anxious to
stand up here and deal with the question
until I am in possession of the figures
upon which I know the Government rely.
If the figures they supply to us are such
as we can accept, then so much the bet-
ter. It is not with us a question of
whether it is a Labour or a Liberal
Government;, it is entirely a matter of
the people desiring to know how they
stand in regard to concerns that are be-
ing run in opposition to the wishes of a
good many taxpayers, but nevertheless
with the money produced by the tax-
payers. The Premier, no doubt acting
with the concurrence of his Cabinet, and
perhaps acting -under orders from the
unseen authority, which we cannot re-
cognise in this House, has attempted to
keep, not only the members of the Op-
position, but the people of the State, in
the dark. It is a most undignified pro-
cedure, and one absolutely unwarranted,
and I am satisfied that the people will
deal with it strongly.

Hon. W, C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) :That is why you aire so indig-
nant.

Mr. GE ORGE : The Honorary MUinis-
ter tries to make light of these matters,
but I am certain of this, that with the
shrewd common sense he has in that
noddle of his, if he were a shareholder
iii a concern and his manager tried to
put him off day after day end week after
week in regard to how the business was
going, he would not be long in makingq
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up his mind as to what be was going to
do and how lie was going to do it. And
we, on this side, small in numbers but
representing the bulk of public opinion,
in this State, stand here asking for in-
formation whivh we have a right to have
given us, and given not grudgingly and
as a favour, but freely and as a right.
There can be only one explanation of
thle attitude of the Government, and that
is that they are afraid to give us the par-
ticulars wve seek.

Mr. Underwood : Let it go at that.

Mr. GEORGE :We will let the hon.
member go for less than that. In the
good old Book, which some of us revere,
one can read of two sparrows being sold
for a farthing, and I think that one spar-
row would be about the lion, member's
price. The Government believe that the
longer they can keep this information
in the background, and the longer they
can go unchecked in the running of these
concerns, the firmer they will become es-
tablished, and they do not care how great
a muddle they may get into, because
they know that it will be the duty of
mnembers on this side to unravel it.

Mr. Taylor : It will be a long time
then before it is unravelled.

lon. Frank Wilson : It will be a long
time indeed before it tan be unravelled.

Mr. GEORGE : The Premier, in the
course of his speech, made siome remarks
to which I must take exception. H~e
charged the leader of the Opposition
with touting to get information front
civil servants, and practically tempting
them to become traitors to those who are
in power to-day. The hon. member must
know that the civil servant mtust be loyal
to the country, and it is his duty to be
loyal whether the Government are La-
bour or Liberal.

'Mr. Underwood :It is his duty, but
-he neglects it,

.Mr. GEORGE The hon. member
may miake that charge, but he will find
that the civil servants will not neglect
their duty at the next election- They
will remember their duty to the country,
and they will not forget their duty to

themselves, their children, and the
people of the State.

Mr. Heitmann: Did they not remember
it at the last elections?

Mr. GEORGE: There are temporary
aberrations, even amongst the wisest peo-
pile, and the hon. member is a living wit-
ness of it, as is evidenced by the remark
he just made.

Mr. Heilmann: The aberration is per-
mnuent with you.

Mr. GEORGE:- Well, if it is permanent
with me, I can assure the hon. member
there is method in my madness, and I
would advise him to study it. I rose
this evening to protest against this policy
of hush, this policy of hiding, this poliey
of following out the principle of the os-
trich burying its head in the sand, end,
whether members be Labour or Liberal,
I want them to have the courage to ac-
knowledge the position in which they find
themselves, If the Premier is satisfied,
if his followers are satisfied, and if the
unseen power which gives him his orders,
is satisfied-

Mr. Underwood: Oh, McCallum is sat-
isfied all right.

Mfr. GEORGE: We on this side will
have to he satisfied for the present. But I
have told the Premier before, and I tell
him again, that though he may baffe the
people for some time, he cannot baffle
them for all time, and this drawing of a
red herring across the trail by saying that
previous Governments ran trading con-
cerns of which proper accounts were not
kept and presented, is absolutely beside
the question. As I remarked before, two
blacks do not make a white, and however
black the Liberal Government have been
in their administration, that does not ex-
cuse the present Government for not car-
rying out the promises they made to the
people at the last election. We were to
have honest and clean administration of
departments. I am not going to accuse
them of not giving us honest administra-
tion, but I do accuse them of being afraid
to take the people, who are their masters,
into their confidence and let them know
exactly how they stand. I am accusing
the Premier and his colleagues and those
who uphold him, end the unseen author-
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ity too, of having done things that we are
entitled to have information about, and
yet while they claim that they have given
to the State honest administration, they
stand up in the House and say "We
will not give you the information until
we choose." That simply argues that they
are absolutely afraid to let us have this
information. I said a few minutes ago,
and I will repeat it now because the Pre-
mier was not then in his place, the Pre-
niier knows perfectly well that he has this
audited balance sheet, that if he had not
got it he could not have made up his
Budget speech, and that hie has got the
balance sheet and has made up his Bud-
get is disclosed by the fact, as published
in the Press, that he is going to deliver
his financial statement next week. I sup-
pose the Premier would like the House to
infer that the information on which 1
based the question last week dealing withi
the State steamships was obtained by mne
from a civil servant. Will the Premier re-
fuse to accept my statement when I say
that I did not obtain it from a civil ser-
vant? 'My information came from people
who arc not connected with the civil ser-
vice. The lion, gentleman must not think
that such things cannot he done for to-
morrow it will he made known through the
Pretss that there has heen a certain ap-
pointment in connection with the har-
bours. The hon. member knows what it
will be. Does he think that this sort of
thing can be withheld from the people?
Yet the Government keep these thingfs
back, and when hon. members ask for i-
formation they get such observations and
denials as we have heard this evening.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter): What will be in the Press to-mor-
row?

Mr. George: The hon. member knows,
just as well as I know.

Mr. SPEA&KER: Order! The hen.
member is not discussing the question.
'During the whole of his remarks
the hon. member has very rarely confined
himself to the motion under discussion.
1 find that his speech is largely a repeti-
tion of a speech which he made last week,
and I do not know where it is going to

end. I must insist on the bon. member
discussing the motion.

Mr. GEORGE: I thought I was discuss-
ing the motion.

The Premier: You are like the babbling
brook, you go on for ever.

M1r. GEORGE: Of course, Sir, I bow
to your decision. To return to the mo-
tion and supplement the remarks I have
already made, these balance sheets which
we desire to have the Premier has told
us he will give them to us, but he has not
said when he will give them to us. These
balance sheets must have been in the pos-
session of the Premier for some time.

The Premier: That is tedious repeti-
tion; you have said that six times.

Mr. GEORGE: And I will say it again.
Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Alin-

ister) : Read the motion.
M1r. GEORGE: I have read it. It asks

for these balance sheets at the earliest
possible moment after the close of the
financial year.

Mr. Underwood: Why stonewall onl
private members' night?

Mr. GEORGE: The question is, when
the earliest possible moment will be. The
point I was trying to make when I was
so rudely interrupted is that the Premier
could have produced these balance sheets
at any time during the last four weeks,
if he had chosen to do so. It is idle for
him to deny it, or for his supporters to
back up his denial. The balance sheets
have been in the possession of the Pre-
mnier for three or four weeks.

The Premier: Who told you that?
M~r. GEORGE: The Premier cannot

deny it.
Mfr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara): I

would like to enter a short protest against
hon. members on the other side of the
House taking up private members' day
by this continual repetition on one sub-
ject. I think that private members' day
is certainly a privilege, and if properly
handled, it is very useful to members of
this Hrouse, if not to the Government, hut
to take uip the time, as has been done this
session every day by a continual repe-
tition of statements in regard to the State
steamships, is certainly getting away
from the object for which private mem-
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hers' day was set apart. The question re-
garding State steakships will keep; if
the ships are the disaster which the leader
of the Opposition hopes they are, be will
know all about it before the next election,
and will be able to put the matter before
the electors.

Ron. Frank Wilson: You will know all
about it then.

Mr. UNIDERWOOD: It is not only
undignifie but pitiful for the leader of
the Opposition, a man who has occupied
the office of Premier of the country, to
come forward week after week with at
similar motion. We have had six private
members' days this session and this matter
has been discussed on each of those days.

Mr. George: That shows our anxiety.
31r. UNDERWOOD: It was also dis-

cussed during the debate on the Address-
in-reply, and the Estimates yet to come
will provide another opportunity. I con-
tend that it -would be more dignified for
the leader of the Opposition to move a
straight out motion, a no-confidence mo-
tion if he like;i and settle the question.
But to come here continually with motions
of this description is really astounding,
coming from a gentleman who ought to
know suifficient to uphold the dignity of
tbis House.

Hon. J. 'MITCHELL (Northamn)- The
hon. member for Pilbara seems to think
we are not entitled to ask a second time
for information because we do not suc-
ceed in getting it at the first time of ask-
ing. The Premier stated that he will give
us the balance sheets when he pleases.
Every one must admire the manner in
which the Premier meets the attacks which
are made upon him by the leader of the
Opposition. He waxed very wroth and
pretended to give us information, but
really did not do anything of the sort;
he only made accusations against the pre-
vious Administration. He said we could
not expect a balance sheet in connection
with the State steamships, because wve at
one time had bought a boat. We bought
a boat, a small sailing boat, to bring down
some phosphate from the North coast;
but unfortunately the boat would not sail.
The outlay. however, was infinitesimal.

The Minister for Lands: It was only a
little one.

Hon. 3. M1ITCHELL: Like the Mini-
ster for Lands, it was small in every way.
At any rote, the Premier excuses himself
and the investment of £100,000, which
might well have been put into other ne-
cessary works, on the ground that the
previous Government at one time hougLit
a boat. He said, too, in connection with
the balance sheet we are asking for, that
the previous Government did not keep
accounts which would enable him to make
u1) balance sheets in connection with the
trading concerns, as he would like to make
them up. 1 -would remind the Premier
that he has been in office for two years,
arid that a previous Labour Government
administered the affairs of the country for
12 months, and I would further remind
him that we put through the Trading Ac-
counts Bill in December last. The Pre-
mier brought certain concerns under the
operation of the Act on the 21st May,
which was six weeks before the close of
the financina year. Will his balance sheets,
for which we arc asking in connection
with the State steaniers, be made up ae-
cording to the method set out in the
Trading Accounts Act'? Is it possible?
Can the Premier do as hie said, namely,
turn hack his accountancy staff and have
the books rewritten from July last, in
order to do what he proposes? Of course
he will do nothing of the sort. The Pre-
mier will produce his accounts and they
will hare been kept until the 21st pro-
bably, under the Treasury regulations
which the Premier knows all about. It
is said that these books were not written
up as the transactions occurred, that there
was delay in writing thenm up, confusion
in the accountancy branch of the State
Steamship Department. If that is so,
has the Premier anything to boast about?
I confess that the Government hooks are
not kept as well as they should be gener-
aly, bat I assert that so far an, the trad-
ing undertakings entered into by the pre-
dions Government are concerned, we did
keep -records which were far clearer, judg-
ing by all accounts, than any kept by the
State Steamnship Department.

The Premier: You never produced a
balance sheet or proft and loss account
for any one of them.
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Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Premier
knows full well that we did, I think be
demanded a balance sheet in connection
with the Government cold storage works,
and from time to time statements were
prepared and submitted to the House. Did
not the Agricultural Bank present a bal-
ance sheet? Did not the Premier know
in connection with every one of our small
trading concerns just what was happen-
ing?

The Minister for Lands: We never
had the slightest information.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Premier
simply compares with our undertakings
this investment of £100,000 on steamers,
on which there is a loss of from £30,000
to £40,000 to be added, and the money in-
vested in the State butchers' shops, which
includes a considerable amount invested
in stock at Yandanooka. At that station
there are 1,500 head of cattle being fat-
tened for the butchers' shops.

Thes Minister for Lands: There arc
2,000 now.

Hon. J. MITCHERL:- These 2,000 head
of cattle cost a lot of money.

The Premier: What about the cows and
goals you boughtl They cost money.

Hon. J. -MITCHELL: The Premier.
compares the State steamers and the but-
chers' shops, including as they do the
State trading department in conection
with stock, and each week, or frequently,
we see an advertisement that stock is to
be sold, prestumably on account of the
State bntchers' shop, on behalf of the
Government by some stock agent-the
Premier compares these concerns with the
cost to the country of the freezing works
and abattoirs. Freezing works are a small
concern against State steamers, and they
ore a necessary concern. No one objects
to the Go~vernnment running cold storage
works.

The Premier: You ran them in opposi-
tion to existing works.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: The people who
were running similar works were the
Fresh Food and Ice Company; those were
the only other works in Perth.

The Premier: Did not you build abat-
toirs where others existed?

Hon. J. -MITCHELL: I built them at
]Kalgoorlie because I believe we should

have them everywhere, and I would have
had them also at Fremantle and Wynd-
ham. The health of the community de-
mnands that abattoirs should be established,
but this is a totally different proposition
from State butchers' shops and State
steamers.

The Attorney General: Where is the
differencel

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Premier
also said that the previous Government
did some land clearing and did not keep
proper accounts. I say accounts were
kept. There were other ways in which we
undertook some trading, for instance,
there were State hotel;, which made a
profit and a fairly considerable profit,
though there were just one or two run by
the late Government. There are State
hotels to-day hut if the figures as pub-
lished are correct those hotels arc not
paying.

The Premier: Oh, oh I
Hon. 3. MITCHELL: If the Premier

can prove otherwise he can satisfy us on
the point. The Premier interjected about
importing cows, and the Government to-
day are doing so. I have as much right
to refer to these things as the Premier.
He wishes the country to believe that he
can be ci'cused for not supplying infor-
mation for which we ask on the round
that the previous Government conducted
trading concerns, and he would
like the country to believe that
they were of equal magnitude to
those conducted by the present Gov-
ernment. The position is entirely
different. The public want to know what
is happening in regard to the Premier's
venture respecting State steamers and
State butchers' shops. There was no need
to establish State butchers' shops; the
price of meat last year was lower than
it is this year. In addition to selling
cattle at Fremcantle, the meat market
in 'Wellington-street 'has been in
existence for many years. It is
the custom of small butchers to
buy, supplies at that market largely,
just as the Premier does for his butchers'
shops. That market supplies meat to a
good many butchers in Perth, and the
Premier knows as well as I do that it sup-
plied meat at a lower rate last year, be-
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fore the State steamers started to run,
than it is doing this year. These steamers
are costing a lot of money and they have
not benefited the meat market of Perth
one iota. The State steamers have Dot
b7enefited the situation at all, in fact meat
is dearer because of the steamers. The
State steamers were away from Western
Australia when they ought to have been
on the northern coast. The Premier's
explanation with reference to the Farqu-
harson cattle is, of course, some satisfac-
tion to us. We believe that the £2,000 loss
on those cattle, or whatever it was, has
been written tip against the stock account,
and that the Premier has made enough to
cover the loss on the cattle out of his
lbutchers' shops. But if the Premier has
made this enormous amount on the small
turnover of those shops, all I can say is
that the people must be paying a pretty
big thing for their supplies. The Premier
denied that these cattle were diseased
when he bought them. As t matter of
fact they mnust have brouight them dis-
eased from the North.

The Minister for Lands: He did not
deny that they were diseased; he denied
that it was discovered before he bought
them.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: At any rate they
must have brought the disease from the
North, and an inspection must have dis-
closed it, The Government, as a matter
of fact, bad no option in the matter. They
had made a hungi;e the steamer was at
the port, and they were compelled to buy
these cattle or submit to an action at law.
They made a very bad bargain, just the
same as they did in connection with the
Bovril Company. What is the Premier
going to do withi these eattlet We are
entitled to know, and I suppose the
balance sheet in connection with
these trading- concerns will disclose
the position in regard to this big
purchase. These steamers might have
done considerable good for the small
squatter of the North, and without the
loss to the country that is being experi-
enced from day to day. The Premier, of
course, can deny this House information
but T consider that he is unwise in doing
so. I believe he should tell us just what

lhas happened in conneittion with these
trading concerns, these socialistic under-
takings, and the publice could then Judge
whether he should go on with these under-
takings as hie can only be allowed to do
if returned to power 12 months hence.

The Attorney General: He has pro-
mised you the balance sheet, what wore
do you want?

Hon. 3. 'MITCHELL: We want the
balance sheet, and we want it now.

The Attorney General: At the earliest
possible moment the balance sheets will
be on the Table.

lion. Frank Wilson: Do not get an-
noyed about it; at any rate let him finish
hlis speech.

The Attorney General: It is terribly
boring.

The Premier: It costs money every
time to lint in Il1ansard what the hon.
member has said twenty times already.

Hon. J. AMITCHELL: The Premier has
promised, and I protest against the delay.
It will be two months more, I expect,
before we get any information, and in the
meantime the steamers are to be run at
the cost of the people of this Slate. We
heard, too, during the course of the Pre-
mier's speech that he is supplying hos-
pitals wvith milk- and supplying hospitals
with meat.

11r. SPEAKER: Order!1 The hon.
member is not justified in continuing his
discussion on those lines.

l Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Premier re-
ferred to this milk.

Mr. SPEAKER: l%e Premier certainly
miade a reference, but am I justified in
allowing the bon. member to discuss
every refereace the Premier made.

Mr. George : Surely we can reply.
Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. member is

not going to reply in this manner, at any
rate, lie can reply in accordance with
the terms of tis motion. Otherwise he
will resumne his seat.

Hon. J. MfITCHELL: For the people
of this State I do protest against this
secrecy. I protest against the Premier
withholding this information. I have
nothing more to say upon the question,
and I hope the Premier -will not make it
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necessary for as to bring, the matter up
again in this House.

The Premier: I will take fine care of
that.

Ron. J. MITCHELL: He should sup-
ply these balance-sheets each week, if
need he, until the people know what they
are entitled to know.

The Premier : Without this you
would have nothing to talk about.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
T. H. Bath):; The leader of the Opposi-
tion and his co-leaders have, I think, mis-
taken their vocation. They ought to he
on the boards as actors.

Hon. Frank Wilson: All men are
actors.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
would recommend the leader of the Op-
position to start right off by presenting
"The School for Scandal," us they would
make a success of it. The leader of the
Opposition as Lady Teazie would, I
think, 'be a howling success. Out of all
the chaff which we have had from the
members on the Opposition benches, this
fact stands out clear, that during the
whole time when they were occupying
the Government benches and administra-
tive offices, they never attempted to pre-
sent a balance-sheet in connection with
the trading concerns then being run.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What has that
got to do with these balance-sheets?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They
never took the public into their confidence
or published any information in connec-
Lion with those trading concerns, nor
were accounts kept ; the position had
to be remedied, and at the in-
stance of the- present Government
a measure was placed on the
statute-book providing that pro-
perly prepared trading accounts should
be submitted to this Assembly. Then
we find the hon. member for Murray-Wet-
iington (Mr. George), who supported
his colleague, the leader of the Opposi-
tion, in his attitude in refusing informa-
tion, to-night tearing a passage to tat-
ters and telling us that two blacks do not
make a white, and that we should pre-
sent these statements.

31r. George: They do not, do they?

The MIN-ISTER FOR LANDS: If for
seven or eight years these gentleman kept
the public in ignorance and heard no cry
that the public were desirous of this in-
formation-

Air. George: Were they in office eight
years?

The MINSTER FOR LANDS: Then
it sounds very much like hypocrisy for
the hon. member for Murray-Wellington
to talk of thle public demanding this in-
formation. As a matter of fact, the
public know that this information will
be supplied, and they are not quite so
impatient as the hon. member for Mur-
ray-Wellington.

Mr. George: It touches you on the raw,
anyvhow.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
hon. member evidently imagines that he
is going to get some material from these
balance-sheets with which to furnish those
long, wearisome, and, shall I say inac-
curate, speeches which he is so fond of
delivering to this House.

Mr, George: They touch you on the raw
every time.

Hon. Frank Wilson: They make you
Squirm.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
hon. gentleman need not worry about our
side or the members of the Government;
we are not afraid to supply this informa-
tion to the public.

Mr. George: Then why do you not do
it?7

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: But
we arc not going to do it just whenever
the hon. member chooses to get up in the
House and rail about an indignant public
demanding it. We know what the public
want as much as the hon. member, and
we will supply it when it is required, and
not before.

Mr. ALLEN (West Perth): Two ques-
tions have arisen in my mind while I have
been listening to this and previous de-
bates on the same question, but particn-
larly in connection with the first one
moved by the leader of the Opposition
with reference to the balance-sheet of the
State steamers. It has occurred to ma
that if the balance-sheet is ready why is
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it not presented to this House, and if it
is not ready, why is it not ready Y

The Premier: Ha! ha!
Mr. ALLEN: The Premier may laugh,

but I may tell him that very much larger
concerns than this State steamship office
closed their financial year on the 30th
June, have held their annual meeting, and
have declared a dividend, and, therefore
surely in a small concern like the one
we have here the balance sheet ought to
have been ready be-fore this.

Mr. George : They have not a divi-
dend to declare.

Mr. ALLEN: If that is the reason why
we have had no balance-sheet, it is a very
poor one indeed. The Premier and his
colleagues have, since I have been in the
House, frequently refused to give infor-
mation, and I say that they are only
courting a feeling of unrest and dissatis-
faction by their secrecy. We have heard
to-night a good deal in the way of coun-
ter charges and charges against Adminis-
trations in the past, to the effect that the
present Government are only doing the
same thing to-day. But that is not giving
us the information which we require, and
it is rather a childish way of treating this
House. When are we going to get this
information? It may be after we have
gone into recess.

lHon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : You will get it in the terms of
the motion, "as soon as possible."

Mr. ALLEN: I should like to know
what sort of a system the Government
have of working this steamship service.
I can tell them that with private com-
panies there is a balance-sheet for every
trip, and when the trip is finished they
know whether they have made a profit or
have made a loss, but I doubt if the Gov-
ernment know whether this concern has
made a profit or a loss.

Mr. George: They know it has made a
loss, and they are waiting for a profit.

Mr. ALLEN: The sooner we get a bal-
mice-sheet the better, and if it is going
to be a continuous losing concern it is
advisable for the House to know, so that
it may be decided to cut the loss without
further ado.

Mr. Turvey: Are the balance-sheets of
these shipping companies to which you
refer made available for the information
of other companies!

Mr. ALLEN: In this case the taxpay-
ers have been placed in possession of
these steamships without ever being con-
sulted about it. I have said before that
if it could he proved that the running of
ships from the North-West would break
up any meat ring I would be in accord
with it, but that has not been proved. I
do say that the Government are courting
uneasiness by withholding information
and keeping secret what should be di-
vulged to this House. If the balance-
sheet is made up and auditea, why do we
not get it, and if on the other hand it is
not ready, why is it not ready I

Question put and passed,
Resolved: That motions be continued.

MOTION-STATE STEAMSHIP
"KWINANA."

On motion by Hon. FRANK WILSON
(Sussex) ordered: That there be laid
upon the Table of the House the reports
on hull and machinery of the s~s. "Kwin-

na(1)Given at the time she was pur-
chased. (2.) Akt the time of her recent
docking at Sydney.

MOTIONY-LAND RENTS, RELIEF
TO CONDITIONAL PURCHASERS.
Mr. A. E. PIESSE (Katanning)

moved-
That in the opinion of this House it

is desirable that relief should be given
to all persons who are holders of con-
ditional purchase land from the Crows,
which has been sold at a price in excess
of its Present -value.

He said: In submitting the motion to the
House, I do so fully believing that hon.
members will be prepared to favourably
consider the request contained in it. I do
not approach this matter in any party
spirit or with any party motive; I am
submitting it knowing that there are a
large numbher of people in this State who
have in good faith taken up land from

950



[3 Sn'nnnmE, 1913.]95

the Crown at prices which I feel sure
will not permit themn to make their hold-
ings successful. I realise that the ques-
tion before the House is a far-reaching
one, and I take this opportunity of giving
members a chance of expressing their
views on the matter. For some time past
it must have been made patent to hon.
members through the Press and by other
means, that there have been complaints
on the part of settlers, particularly those
in the drier wheat areas, that the prices
fixed for lands selected by them have been
far above their true value. I desire to
get an expression of opinion from the
House, so that it may be a direction to
the Government, as far as our future
settlement is concerned, and so that -we
shall not continue to make mistakes as
has been done in some instances in the
past. I feel sure that hon. members on
both sides of the House will support this
motion, particularly as I remember from
the hustings at the last general election
some bon. members now supporting the
Government made this somewhat of an
election cry, and therefore, to be consist-
ent with the views they thea expressed on
the hustings, they should support the
motion; at any rate, I think I can fairly
claim their support. f quite expect that
during the course of this debate some hon.
members opposite will probably try to
obscure the true purport of the motion
by blaming past Administrations for the
present condition of affairs. I am well
aware that perhaps past Administrations
have erred in unduly raising the price of
land. If we look at this matter in a non-
party light, we must be fair enough to
admit that whatever was done in the past
was done in good faith, but I am sure it
is not the desire of anyone to unduly
harass the people who have in all good
faith taken up land with the idea of be-
coming successful settlers in this State,
and to place them now at such a disad-
vantage by refraining from giving them
the relief which they seek. This question,
to my way of thinking, is so important
that T consider the House should not only
rant relief to those who are suffering

disabilities, but also should assist the pre-
sent Government and any Administration

that may follow, in the direction of arriv-
ing at what is the true value of the land
or what price should be fixed for it. I
am not complaining of the system adopted
by the late Minister. I think the system
instituted by him was very good, but I
think to some extent where the system
failed was in not arriving at the correct
basis of the price. I have no objection,
and I do not think that any selector of
our agricultural lands would object to
pay a fair price for good land within
reasonable distance of a railway, and
within an assured rainfall area, but what
we went to avoid, and what I am afraid
many of our settlers are suffering from, is
the unduly high price which has been
placed upon the more inferior land. I do
not want to be misunderstood. Personally
I have the greatest faith in the future of
our State, and I do not want it to go
forward that I wish to depreciate the
value of our land; at the same time, it
is patent to anyone who has had experi-
ence in our agricultural districts that dur-
ing the inception of settlement large areas
of land which we now look upon as of
second and third class quality were at
that time considered as almost useless,
except perhaps for grazing purposes.
From a cereal growing point of view these
areas gave very little promise, but since
the introduction of fertilisers those lands
have become productive by having been
successfully farmed. Th arriving at the
price of the inferior lands, the department
has not taken into consideration the fact
that to bring about a deduction upon
which to base their price, the selector
would have to spend four or five shillings
an acre on fertilisers. Then we have land
which is outside the 15-inch rainfall, and
I think the House may very well take
into consideration the request made by
the selectors outside the 15-inch rainfall
hearing in mind the last two seasons, one
of which was practically a failure in cer-
tamn parts, while the last did not come up
to expectations. The House might well
consider, in regard to these people, the
granting of some special relief. There are
also the settlers who have been affected
by the deviation of the Wickepin-
Merredin railway. I think that is a Mat-
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ter which should receive thle attention of
the 'Minister at the earliest possible
moment, and consideration ought also to
he given to those settlers in other localities
who find themselves removed more than
121/ miles from a railway. I anm alluding
to some of the instances where it was
thought a railway would go in a certain
direction and where it was afterwards
found that the selector was left more than
the recognised distance beyond the line.
I urge upon the Minister the necessity for
dealing with these cases.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: And the poison
lands.

M1r. A. E. PIE SSE: I shall deal with
the poison lands directly. The M1inister
ought to deal at once with the eases to
which I have referred. When speaking
in the House the other evening, the Mlii-
ister stated he was not prepared to con-
sider a reduction in the price of land
until he had been able to take an average
of seasons, but I would like to remind
the 'Minister that in doing so he would
probably be asking the people who are
settled on the land tinder the adverse con-
ditions to which I have referred, to wait
for another couple of years. This will
very likely mean disaster to them. For
the life of me I cannot understand why
the Minister does not, at the earliest pos-
sible moment, deal with these eases and
give immediate relief to a number of de-
serving people. Tf the Mfinister finds upon
inquiry and reclassification that the re-
ductions suggested are so small and that
it is impossible to make them. I would
susegest that he extend the provision con-
tained in Section 136a of the amended
Land Act, wherein it is set out that the
selector for the first three years should
not pa more than 3d. per acre per
annum.

'Mr. E. B, Johnston : Sixpenee per
acre.

M1r. A. 11o. PIESSE: Threepence per
acre. I think.

The Minister for Lands :Sixpence.
MIr. A. E. PtESSE :Well, it was

threepence per acre per half year, which,
of course. is sixpence per acre per an-
num.. That might be extended, T think,
front five to ten) years according to thp

exigencies of the ease. And as far as,
the revenue is concerned, the Gyovern-
ment would not he suffering- any very
great loss, because, up to the present, a
number of these selectors have not been
pa~ing more than sixpence per acre per
annum. Furthermore, that special eon-
cession was made so that the selector,
in the earliest stages of settlement,
should have as much of his capital as,
possible available for the development
of his land. But in many cases we find
that these settlers *have been out on the
land two years, and even three years.
without a railway, and therefore, it will
easily be seen that they have not been
able to avail themselves of the advantage
of this provision. Again, one of the fail-
i ngs of all Administrations, not merely of
the present Administration, but of all past
Administrations, has been, I am afraid, to
neglect to keep as closely in touch with
our settlers as they should do. There
are special difficulties which have to be
overcome, particularly in regard to our
poison lands. I think the department
might very well give coasideration to the
question of keeping more closely in touch
with our new settlers, so that they may
see for themselves how those settlers
are progressing on their holdings, and,
through the medium of an expert officer,
give advicqe to those settlers with a view
to the more snccessful settlement of the
land, We find, as is so often the ease,
that when our people are placed on the
land, the one consideration of a Gov-
ernment is the gathering in of revenue.
No sooner are the people on the land than
the question of increased taxation crops
up by way of land tax, and by way of
seeing that our local authorities are in-
creasing their taxation, and this, together
with the increased cost of production
brought about to a great extent by high
Customs duties, is very seriously affect-
ing the success of our selectors. I do not
wish to take up very much of the time
of the House in reminding hon. members
of the part which is being played by the
selector in this country. All will admit,
I think, that the farmer, the man who
tills the soil, is a continuous benefactor
to the country, and a continuous con-

952



[3 Saea'xBsa, 1913.1 t

tributor to the prosperity of the coun-
try; because a successful settler takes
up virgin country and improves it in
such a manner that it become an asset
to the State, and as such remains be-
hind him after he has gone. Therefore
1 say it should he the desire of any
Government. and the desire of hon.
members, to see that our settlers are
successful, and that they are given every
possible chance of developing- their hold-
ings and becoming prosperous. Now, I
wish to deal specially to-night with the
question of poison lands. I want to again
say that I do not for one moment
wish to he misunderstood in regard to
these poison lands. We know that most
people fight shy' of land upon whieh
poison is growing. Unfortunately, we
have a very large area lying, more par-
ticularly to the -west of the Great
Southern railway, wvhich, I thnl, has
aiwnys been looked. upon as the homne
of the poison plant, more especially that
known as, the 'York Road poison. We
know that we have poison more lightly
spread over other Parts Of the State, but
this portion of Western Australia which
I refer to has been one of the most ditll-
c-ult parts to grapple with, in fact at
times the ditlicultie-s have been almost
insurmountable. When once cleared
from poison the land will compare with
most parts of Western Australia. We
know that it; has much to eoulmend it.
It lies within an assured rainfall area,
and wvhen successfully cleared (if poison
it is capable of growing cereal crops.
particularly oats. Parts of it even now
grow yood wheat crops, and I am hoping
to see the day, when we get a more suit-
able wheat for the district, when it will
be growing very large quantities of
wheat. It is part icularlv well suited for
the growing of fruit, andi it is also suited
for growing fodder crops for stock. It
is a good sheep country, and, as a matter
of fact, I have been told by experts, by
people who are in a position to know,
that the wool grown in that district is
quite equal to the best wool grown in the
western disticts of Victoria. Prices ob-
tained on the London market quite re-
cently have been among the highest for
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the State's wool, and the wool has com-
pared very favourably with that sent
from the western districts of Victoria.
I think this is very important indeed,
seeing it is an admitted fact that the
wool grown in the western districts of
Victoria is the best in the world. There-
fore, as I say, I do not wish to he mis-
understood in regard to the capabilities
of' this portion of the country. At the
same time it has special difficulties, and
requires handling in a practical manner
to bring it to that condition in which it
can be safely stocked and successfully
farmed. This was realised by the legis-
lators in the earlier days. As a matter
of fact, legislation wais in existence pro-
viding for the alienation of this land: of
a lot of this poison. country, at £1 per
thousand acres for twenty years. Then
later oni, even so recently as the Act of
1898, there was a pro vision by which the
price was fixed for poison lands at Is.
per acre. That, of course, has been super-
seded by a more recent Act in which that
section was amended.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: That was in 1910,
before the present Government came in.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: I do not know
exaetly in what year the section was
amiended. Ho-wever it all1 goes to Lprove
that for years past the poison bush has
been recognised as a serious drawback to
the successful development of the coun-
try. I am pleased to say that with the
iniproved methods which have come by
experience, these poison lands ore gradui-
ally being brought under subjctlini. Thr-
poison is being successfully cleared. anti
the land stocked, and in a great Many in-
stances cultivated, and is yiel dinz good
crops. But to bring this about, a certain
amount of capital is needed. and, more
than that, men reqidre some experience
before they can hope to be successful. The
area I refer to more particuldarly is that
lying between Cuhalling and Tamtbeltup
on the west of the Great Southern rail-
way. Some years ago subdivisions were
made to the westward of the Great Sou-
thern, more particularly in the Dinninup
areas, around Cohen Soak, Darkan,
Moodariup, and other portions of that
country, and a great deal of it has since
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been selected. In my opinion, the areas
of this subdivision were too small. I
do not think the areas should have been
cut uip into smaller blocks than from
1,500 to 3,000 acres each. LUnfortunately,
a great many of these subdivisions were
selected by new Corners to the State; quite
a number of them wore immigrants and
unaccustomed to the difficulties which the
poison presented. To-day we find that
the prives whichi have been Charged for
that land, for whichl i few years ago £1
per thousand acres was; asked, and more
recently a shilling per ac re was asked-
we find that land has been sold at prices
ranging from Ss. to 201s. per acre. Now,
I want to set, some relief given iii re-zar'i
to the price of these particular lands. 1.
understand that the practice of the de-
partmeiit in valuing their land i5 to Value
according to the qu~ality of the -;oil. Thi4;
may sem to he all right andl to be a
proper mevans of obtaining a fair valua-
tion of tile land, but when it is looked
into it will be seen that the cost of the
eradication of poison is not very often
taken into consideration. I would like
to make some comp~arison between two
settlers, one whvo has taken up poison
land, and another who has taken up land
without poison. The selector who has
been fortunate enough to take up land
without poison, or with very little poison,
which can be easily eradicated, is able by
fencing and providing a water snpply to
get a return almost immediately from his
land, whereas the selector with heavily
poisoned country is not able to stock his
land immediately. Even if he is within a
reasonable distance of a railway he is
only able to put in a small area of crop,
and the balance of his land is useless for
the next three, four, or five years. There-
fore he is labouring- under a serious dis-
advantage compared with the man who
has taken up laud without poison, and
yet in many cases he has paid the same
price, because the value of the eradication
of poison is not taken into Consideration.
Furthermore, his capital, which mighbt
have been put into clearing and fencing,
has to be used in the eradication of thle
poison before his land is of any use at
all. It cannot be arguled that the landas
I have compared in these two instances

are of equal value. 1 understand that the
department makes very liberal allowance
for the eradication of poison as an im-
provement. That is all very well, but the
improvement has to be carried out before
the allowance can be made, and it is not
allowed off the price of the land. The
Glovernment have given assistance to
those settlers in the dry areas who have
been unfortunate enough to find them-
selves in financial difficulties owing to the
adverse season; they have also gone out
of their way to render special assistance
to the settlers in the Esperance district,
and I want to know why it is that some
special consideration is not meted out to
those people who are labouring uinder
great dillitulties in the poison country.
To give thle House an idea of what I mean
in regard to making- allowance for [he
eradication of poison, 1 want to give an
illustration in regard to prices. Snp~pose
there are two selectors, A and B, each
holding land of equal area and of equal
quality so far as soil is concerned, and
valued at 7s. per acre. A is free from
poison, whilst B has poison on his land,
the eradication of which will Cost, say.
3s. 6d. per acre. When B has rubbed
and eradicated the poison, his land, ac-
cording to the department's system of
valuation, is only of the same value as
that of A. although B has spent 3s. Gd.
per acre upon his holding. I contend that
the cost of the eradication of poison
should be assessed and deducted from the
value of the land, because if B3 spends
3s, 6d. per acre on his land in the eradi-
cation of poison, A's land, which is only
valued at thle same price as B's, should
certainly upon the pres;ent basis be worth
more. i want the M10inister to go specially
into that question of the valuation of
poison land, in order to see whe-
ther special consideration can be
given to these people. It is import-
ant that some decision should he come
to on this matter, so that the unselected
land may be taken up and used, so that
our railways may be fully employed, and
so that we can make the best use of the
vacant lands lying idle adjacent to the
railways. Of course, it will naturally be
asked, Why did these people go into
poison country? Some went there
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against good advice, others were induced
to go there because they saw that some
people in that locality were able to make
a success of their holdings, and because
of the good rainfall. 1 have every hope,
and I honestly believe, that the poison
which we so much dread to-day wvill be
eventually all eradicated, and that the dis-
trict I am referring to will in time be one
of the most prosperous and one of the
best districts in the State. But we have
to get rid of this poison, and we have a
Dumber of settlers there, men who started
with very little capital indeed, arid with-
out experience, and to-day they are
asking for relief. I have realised for some
time that special assistauce mast be meted
out to these settlers because I have had
very long experience of the poison coun-
try in that particular district. I do not
say it as a boast, but I suppose I have
grubbed and cleared, and successfully
stocked more poison land than any mem-
ber in the House, and I know it can be
successfully cleared, and I know the value
of the country when it is cleared, Know-
ing this and coming into contact with
these people daily, witnessing the difficul-
ties under which they are labouring, andl
having many requests made to me, I felt
it to he my duty to bring the matter be-
fore the Government of the day. I have
on two or three occasions drawn atten-
tion in this House to what I consider the
over-valuation of some of these lands. I
brought the matter tinder the -notice of
the late Mlinister for Lands (Hon. J. Mit-
chell) and petitions -were sent in from
these areas at the same time and prior to
that. The member for Northam visited
that district in company with my* self and
others, and spent three days in the Din-
ninup area and the neighhourin- district.
journeying as far south as Slab Hut-
some 17 to 30 miles south of Kojonup.
The then Minister also had an opportun-
ity of meeting a number of settlers from
the Dinninup and other areas, mostly new
settlers, -who had comns from the Old
Country and had been sent to that area.
We met those settlers about nine o'clock
in the morning and I have a vivid recol-
lection of their -appearance. It was such
that I am not likely to forget it very

easily, because disappointment was writ-
ten on the face of nearly every man. The
late Minister, after chatting with them,
and going into their difficulties, and after
interviewi ng other settlers in the district,
gave me an assurance that something
would be done to assist those mnen. The
result was that a board, knowna as the
Poison Board, was appointed.

Mr. E. R. Johnston: That was an elec-
tioneering dodge pure and simple.

Hon. J. Mitchell: That is absolutely
wrong.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Out of nine sit-
tings six were held in my electorate.

Hon. J. Mitchell: And you got in.
Mr. E. B. Johnston: Yes,' it helped me.
Mr. A. E. PIESSE: I would like to

take a certain amount of responsibility
for advocating that commission, and 1 do0
not think the hion. member will accuse
me of trying to use it as a political dodge.
So far as I personally was concerned,
there was no necessity to resort to a sub-
terfuge of that kind.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: No, they did not
go down your way.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: I have not been
hard pressed for my seat, and it mattered
little to me whether or nut that inquiry
wvould have any hearing on the election.
But it did seem to rue that those people
were deserving of some consideration,
and I was anxious that something should
be done to give them relief. The board
was appointed. and it comprised Mtr.
Prank Cook. who is one of the Trus-
tees of the Agricultural Bank, Mr. Mar-
shall Fox, who is a district surveyor, and
Mr. J. Treasure, who is an old settler
born in the Kojonup country and
having a wide experience of poison land.
The lion. member for Williams-Nnrrogin
mentioned that nine out of twelve sittingts
took place in the 'Williams electorate.
That is not a feet. The board relported
as 'follows:-

The board sat at the following cen-
tres to hear evidence, namely, Narro-
gin, Arthur River, Fourteen 'Mile
Brook, Darkan, Katanning, Kojonup,
Wagin, Williams, Wandering, and in
all nine sittings were held, 82 witnesses
examined and a verbatim report of the
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evidence taken by the secretary is at-
tat-hed hereto.

I may mention that the verbatim report,
together with the board's report was laid
on die Table of this House some little
time ago for the inspection of hon. mem-
bers. The report says-

In accordance with the lion. Minis-
ter's instruction.; that tihe board should
inspect as much of the unselected
poison land as possible lying between
Cuballing and Tambellup on the Great
Southern Railway, and extending 60
miles wvest, -it- shown bordered red on
litho, attached, visits of inspection were
moade to the following localities, viz.,
West of Slab THat, portions of the Din-
ninup Area. West of flarkau. Wkilliams;
and Darkan (east of (lie railway), from
Williaras to Wandering. a1n4 north of
Kojonup. -It is estimated that there
are alpproximately 1,300.000 acres of
unselected poison infested land within
the boundaries of the area mentioned
above.

I will not rend the whole of the report,
but I would like to refer to various parts
of it. It goes Oil to say-

The scope of the inquiry was as fol-
lows:- (a) The best means of settling
the unselected poison country. (b) The
area of such country needed to carry
sufficient sheep to enable a man to make
a good living, say 500 breeding ewes.
(e) The best means of improving that
class of country. (d) The best methods
of dealing with the poison plant. (e)
The best class of fencing for poison
country. which was risky because of the
poison outside the paddocks and also
on account of the dingoes. (f) Whether
the prices at p~resenlt charged for poison
land were reasonable, and if the prices
were based on the land as if it were
free from poison, what amount could
he t'aken off for poison clearing.

The board then went on to describe the
country-

The country described. The unalien-
ated area consists of practically all
seond and third class land, with
pockets of first class through it, and it
is all more or less poison infested; but
when cleared of poison and systemnatic-

ally improved, will, we consider, de-
velop into good graving country capable
Of carrying thousands of good sheep,
and becoming the home of a number of
farmers. Size of blocks and price.
From evidence gathered and our per-
sonal inspection we feel satisfied that
this land should be surveyed into areas
of about 3,000 acres, and dealt with
under grazing lease conditions (Clause
6P). The price charged should he very
moderate, say, 3s. 6id. to 6is. per acre
as, we consider that the work which will
have to be put in to eradicate the poison
and in general development will amnount
to a ver - considerable sum.

Further the report goes on to say-
The board is also of opinion that

these blocks should be classified in-
dividully, as the poison is thicker on
somne of themn than it is on others. The
land shioald be priced as if free from
poison, and the estimated cost of
eradicating the poison deducted. The
evidence tends to show that the cost of
eradicating would vary from 3s. to 6is.
per acre on an average block. With
regard to a great deal of unalienated.
country which adjoins land at present
settled, in areas varying from 100 acres
upwards, we suggest that it should he
granted to adjoining settlers, under the

saeConditions, and at the prices re-
commended in paragraph 8 hereof;
also that the unselected land in the
Dinninup and other surveyed areas
should be re-valued. It also appears
to the hoard that on some of the
already selected blo~ks, on areas sur-
veyed prior to selection sufficient con-
sideration was not given to the poison
when the land was classified, and in
such cases we would suggest that an
optional valuation should be given to
prevent any hardship falling on the
deserving settler. . . We are of opinion
that poison country is unsuitable for
inexperienced men with small means1
as a settler in these districts should
have a knowledge of stock, and requires
capital in order to eradicate the poison,
and to finance him while waiting several
years before be can stock his land, and
obtain a return therefrom. A consiaer-
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able time must necessarily elapse before
a settler can obtain a return sufficient
to enable him to live and prosper upon
his holding.

They further state--
We recommend settlers to grow oats

or other fodder to assist in feeding
their stock, and in each block there
would be some land suitable for pro-
ducing same, and from evidence tend-
ered it was gathered that this land
properly ploughed, and any unturned
bushes taken out, would ha perfectly
safe to grow such fodder.

They also suggested-
If the Hon. Minister sees fit to give

effect to our recommendations, we
would suggest that an inspector with a
thorough knowledge of poison country
should be set apart for these poison
areas, to inspect the land, and give
advice to settlers.

The date of that report was 10th Octo-
ber, 1911. Nearly two years have gone
past, and although a reclassification has
been made at the instigation of the de-
partment, a copy of which I have in my
hand, notbuing bus so far been done by
way of granting assistance or relief to
those settlers, and I can assure the House
and the Minister that these people have
just about reached the limit of their en-
durance. As a matter of fact a number
of settlers, quite half a dozen to my
knowledge, who were there when the late
Minister, the member for Northamn,
visited the district have had to abandon
their holdings, and I regret to say that
quite a number of others will have to fol-
low suit unless something is done imme-
diately. Now, what is the result of the
reclassification 9 The board recommended
that the price of the blocks should be re-
duced by the amount of the cost of ert-
dicating the poison, and as far as I can
see, that has not been done. Slight deduc-
Lions have been -made on reclassification,
some only very slight indeed, though
others are noticeable-one was reduced
from 14s. 6d. to 10s. per acre, but most
of the deductions vary from is. to is. 6id.
and 2s. per acre. Al1together nearly 2(00
locations have been reclassified all in the
Dinninup area, and I want to mention

again that this area is not the only area
affected. There are others which I men-
tioned previously in the Mndiarrup,
Darkan-

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Quindanning.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: Yes, the Quindan-
ning and Cohen Soak districts. I know
two men who quite recently left
their land in the Cohen Soak district,
and the most disquieting feature about
it is that such men in many instances
have obtained money from the Agricul-
tural Bank, and if their holdings are al-
lowed to remain unoccupied for any
length of time there is a probability that
they will become overgrown, that suckers
will grow up and that the poison wvill ap-
pear again on the land whence it has
been cleared and the value of improve-
ments will he seriously depreciated anti
it will be a serious matter for the bank.
Therefore, :r take it this is a matter of
urgency which c-annot be left any longer.
In the interests of the country, and in
the interests of the people who have gone3
tihere in all good faith something should
be done to wuake a reduieti,'i at once in
the price of the land, at least to the
amount of the cost for eradicating the
poison so that there will be some hope
of continuing- on their holdings hnd even-
tually making a success of their farming
operations.

Mr. E. B. Johnston : The Government
brought in a_ Bill to grant poison lands
ten years rent free.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE :I am glad the hon.
member reminded me of that, because I
feel sure we have the sympathy of the
Minis'er in this matter. He has already
approved of the principle of making
special consideration to these settlers,
but it was put in such a way that it
was of veryv little practical use. It was
introduced by the 'Minister last session
in his Bill to amend the Laud Act, which
provided for leasehold tenure instead of
freehold, and although. it passed this
House it was not acceptable to mem-
bers of the Opposition or to a
majority of lion, members in an-
other place. Therefore, it did not be-
come law, and it was not available to
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give relief to thje people referred to, and
the niere fact that provision was made
in sucb a measure is of little consolation
to the people who are still suffering these
disabilities. It does not relieve them of
present difficulties; they have to pay their
reats and they have to keep going, and
as I have already mentioned I want to
impress upon the Minister and the House
the necessity for taking immediate ac-
tion in this mnatter. To my wiay of think-
ing, the matter khns already been allowed
to stand over too long-. I amn quite sure
that after the member for 'Northam
visited the district lie knew more about
the poison country than before, and I am
quite sure that the present Alinister does
not fully realise the specini need for
some urgent action to be taken to help
these people. I am hoping that the M2%in-
ister will he able to visit the district.
Only yesterday' I received a letter from
the people at Coben Soak, which I will
read. I may mention that I had an op-
portunity of banding it to thle M1inister
only to-day so that he has rot had time
to deal with it, but I feel sure the 'Min-
ister wviil not miind mue referiing to the
letter because I wish to impress upon
hon. miemobers the necessity for doing
somethinig at once. The letter is from
the Cohen Soak Progress Association and
is as follows :

To the M21inister for Lands.-At a
full meeting of the Cohen Soak Pro-
gresis A'sociation it was resolved to
draw your attention to our trouble
with the poison land. The country
ail round is thickly covered with the
poison. andi we are not able to deal
with it -without some help from the Gov-
ernment. We had a poison commis-
sion around the district some two
years- ago, but we have not derived
any benefit from it Lip to the present,
aind unless we get some material help
from the Government, a number of us
will be obliged to give -up our hold-
ings. We respectfully suggest that our
rents should be deferred for seven
years and then paid in reasonable in-
stalmnents so that it would give us a
chance to get rid of it. The cost of
clearing the land is heavy, and in our

opinion this is the best way of helping
us out of our difficulty. The poison
is so thick in places that a man cannot
possibly grub half an acre per day.
It Would give US great pleasure itf you
could come down personally and see
the difrieulty of our position. Trust-
ing Toll will give this your c'onsidern-
tion and give us Some help, we are,
yours respectfully, Coben Progress As-
sociation, Sgrd. Jos. B. Hustler, Secre-
tary.

I amn hoping- that so far as these Dinuin-
up people are concerned the Minister will
see fit to mnake -rediuctions in the p~rice of
the land, especially to the value of the
cost of eradicating poison; hut it does not
appear to me, as, I have already muen-
tioned, that tlhnt has been taken into
considerationI, and LinleSS it is done, I feel
sure that the-re -will be always discontent
and dissatisfaction, because these people
realise, and every practical man inust
reatlise., that %%here it Costs SO muchVI to
erardicate poison the land is worth that
much less. I understand from informa-
tion I have been able to receive, however,
that it is not the intention of the Gov-
ernment to reduce these lands upon re-
elassifleationi. andi, by the way, I would
like to mention that, so far as my ex-
periviee goes, I know only foe instance
in thle whole of mny electorate where there
has been a su.ccessful reduction Obtained
11pon re-classification. Provision is ri-e]L
to the ilinister 'nader the Act that hie
nay order re-classification of the land
if he thinks fit, and while it may to
some extent he appealing from Caesar
to Caesar, vet we know that in our
Lands JDepartment we have fair men, men
who honestly do endeavour to do
their best both to give the selector
a fair deal and to look after the
interests of the countryv at the same
time. This question is so important that
I think it would be in the best interests
of this country and of the people who
consider they have a grievance, for the
Minister to take into consideration the
appointment of a responsible board or
commission. A commission might be
made up of a responsible officer
from the Lands Department, a respon-
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sible officer from the Agricultural Bank,
and a practical local man. So far
as the local representative is concerned,
the State might be cut up into divisions
and a practical man might be appointed
from the locality that is receiving atten-
tion. The duty of the commission would
be to go fully into the question of reduc-
tion, where re-classification is asked for,
and to make such recommendations to the
Minister as the members think fit and
fair to those selectors who are asking fot
these reductions. We have a precedent
for reduction iii price in the past; we
have the instance of the lands that were
taken over from the Western Australian
Land Company. When the Government
purchased the whole of the Western Aus-
tralian Land Company's concession, to-
gether with its railway, that reduction
was brought about by a request of the
settlers, a majority of whom were practi-
cally on the verge of bankruptcy, owing
to the very high prices that were being
charged by the Western Australian Land
Company for their holdings. What did
the Forrest Administration of that day
do? Price was not the first consideration
with them; they dealt with these settlers
in a most generous manner. They said,
"We will put you, tenants of the Western
Australian Land Company, in the same
position as if you were selectors from the
Crown." The price of the land, which in
some eases had been as high as 30s. or
40s. an acre, was reduced to 10s. Full
value was given to the payments which
had been made to the Western Australian
Land Company, and the people were put
under the same laws as those who had
previously selected from the Government.

AMr. E. B. Johnston: With the same im-
provement conditions too.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: And the same im-
provement conditions. We have this pre-
cedent to guide us. What was the result
of this action? Ifr. Ranford was
sent down to Katanning, a branch
agency was opened there, and that
was the beginning of the successful
settlement of the lands of this State.
While we want to see the State get a fair
price for its land, the price should not be
the one overshadowing consideration. We
want to see that the people are successful,

and it is in the very early stages of set-
tlement that we should give them the
greatest consideration. In conclusion, I
would like to say I am certain that the
Minister does realise-although he has
not paid a visit to the district, and 1
think he will more fully realise when he
does-that special consideration is due to
these people. With the provisions he
made in his Land Bill of last session,
I feel sure that he is prepared to
meelthle settlers in a reasonable
spirit, but I would like to have
some assurance from him that he is going
to recommend that the value of the cost
of eradication of poison will be allowed
off the price, and T. would like to have
some assurance from him that immediate
action is going to be taken in this matter,
that it is not going to be allowed to drift
on, so that we shall lose more settlers and
add to the difficulties of these people, be-
cause I am quite satisfied that, although
a great many of them are new chums,
people who are not accustomed to the
conditions of this country, they have
nobly stuck to their holdings and done
their best. They have performed their
part and now it behoves the Government
to carry out their part. There is a very
grave responsibility so far as these peo-
ple are concerned, resting in the first
place upon the shoulders of the Govern-
ment, and upon Parliament as a whole.
Therefore, I hope that this motion will
receive the favourable consideration of
the Government and the whole of the
members of this House, and in that case
I feel we wvould he only doing bare jus-
tice to those who have in all good faith
gone out into that country and endea-
voured to carve out homes for themselves
and their families.

On motion by the Premier debate ad-
journed.

PAPERS - GOLDFIELDS WATER
SUPPLY, TOODYAY EXTEN-
S ION.

Mr. A. N. PIESSE (Toodyay) moved:
That all papers relating to the ex-

tension of the Goldfields Water Supply
to the Toodyay townsite, together with

950



[ASSEMBLY.] .

all papers dealing with the assessment
of rural lands adjacent to such exten-
sion, be laid upon the Table of the
House.

Ile said: I have pleasure in moving this
motion, and desire these papers for the
reason that owing to the passing of the
Goldflclds Water Supply Act certain rat-
ings have been made on the farming
community residing between the town of
Newcastle and the goldfields water main.
That little Bill slipped through Parliament
and became an Act, and it has been a
source of annoyance to us ever since it
reached its maturity. The scheme wvas
extended to the town of Toodyay on the
guarantee system, and I believe that when
powers -were granted under this Act an
assarance was given in the Legislative
Council to the effect that this was just a
short measure which would be followed
soon by a more comprehensive one, and
an opportunity would then be given the
House to discuss the matter at some
length. That assuxrce has not been
kept, mutch to our sorrow and much to
the financial loss of the people holding-
land on the route of the pipe that I have
just mentioned, the extension of the main
to Toodyay. We were not consulted;
under this Act power is given to the peo-
ple to express their objections, and if a
majority are opposed to the scheme being
extended or carried over their holding-s,
the departmnent has not power to carry
out that wvork. These people were not
consulted in the matter and now a rate is
levied upon them, in some eases to the
amount of £30 or £40. This is a hard-
ship. The water wvas not required by
these people, and in two instances it has
compelled small holders to sell their hold-
ings. Members on the Government side
are always having a dig at the man who
holds a large area, but I would like to
point out to them one ease in particular.
In this case, unfortunately, their action
has resulted in a small land holder, an aged
widow with ten acres, being obliged to
sell because this water rate amounted to
4V3 Is. 8d., which was considerably more
than she could afford to pay. She had

to sell her ten acres, and from the pro-
ceeds of the sale she paid the rates. This
is a hardship, and had the Government
kept their promise with the Legislatir
Council, there is not the slightest doubt
they would not have enjoyed very long
the privilege which they enjoy to-day.
It will be apparent to Parliament that ihe
Act inflicts an injustice, and its repeal
would be a matter of a few moments.
In some eases people holding land on the
pipe line with millions of gallons of water

on their property and comiug -within
an acre of the ten-chain radius, are called
upon to pay XL1 10s. as a water rate.
Wc complain that this is an unjust rate.
It is against the spirit of the Act, be-
cause before an extension can be carried
out the owrners of land, as 1 have pointed
out, those holding two-thirds of the land
over wvhich the pipe line extension will
he carried, have the right to vote against
it. The people of Toodyay have til that
right, hence they claim they are paying
a tax which is un.just. The scheme was
carried out on the guarantee system,
anid we maintain that the g-uarantors

shulbe made to make up any defic-
iency. I understand it is not the inten-
tirni of the M1inister to give t!'; these
y~apers: why, I do not know. I claim
that this is a matter which should have
full ventilation, and that these papers

shudcertainly he forthcoming. They
will prove that we are penalised ttii~er
the Act, and that the Water Supp'ly lDc-
partrnent is at present working under
the powers which were obtained for themn
by anything but creditable methods,. I
would like to hear from the Minister the
reason -why he objects to the production
of these papers, because it is a matter of
serious moment to the people I represent,
and I hope that the assurance given to the
Legislative Council will be kept, even at
this late hour, and that before the close
of the session a comprehensive measure
will be brought down, which will give us
the opportunity to amend this drastic Act
now in force.

On motion by the Premier debate ad-
journed.
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MNOTION-14ULIC SERVANT'S RE-
M~OVAL, TO INQUIRE.

Case o f E. H. Hamel,

Mr. LANDER (East Perth) moved-
That a select committee be appointed

to inquire into the removal of Edward
H. IHamel from the public service of
ihis State.

It was Dot his intention to take up much
time in debating this question, as most
members oin the Government side of thle
House and many on the other side as -vell,
were familiar with Mr. Hamel's griev-
ance. This man, it appeared, was em-
ployed iii the Lithographic Department
for a considerable time. He left the
State, and came hack under engagement
to the department, and from what he
stated there seemed now to be a grievance
which could not be understood, either by
the Public Service Commissioner or by
some of tile Ministers. Therefore it was
thought that the best way out of the
matter would be to appeal to the House
and request that the circumstances of
Mr. Hamel's removal from the service
should be investigated by a select com-
mittee.

Mr. Taylor: How long is it since he
was dismissed on the last occasion?

Mr. LANDER: About three years.
Most members had listened to Mr.
Hamel's grievance uintil no doubt they
were tired of bearing about it.

A-r. George: Were any reasons given
for the dismissal?

Mir. LANDER: The best way out of
the difficulty would be by the appoint-
ment of a select committee. We would
then be able to complete this business.
Mr. Hamel had informed him, but he did
not know whether it was correct or not,
that if tile present leader of the Opposi-
tion had been returned to power again,
hie would have been reinstated.

The Premier: Then he will never be
reinstated.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I never made such
a promise to anyone.

The Premier: I do not think you
would either.

Mr. LANKDER: He submitted the mo-
tion to the favourable consideration of
members.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan):
There would be no objection, as far as
he was concerned, to the appointment of
a select committee to inquire into the re-
moval of Mr. Hamel from the public ser-
vice. He hoped, however, that when the
committee met they would not only in-
quire into the cause of Mr. Hamel's re-
]noval, but also into the conditions under
which Mr. Hamel was offered a re-ap-
pointment to the service, and which that
gentleman refused. He had Mr. Hamel's
case under his notice shortly after taking
office, anld having made inquiries he dis-
covered that it waq largely to Mr. Hamel's
interest that certain things should not ap-
pear on the (ile9, h ut as Mr. Hamel
thought hie was suffering from a griev-
ance, he (the Premier) endeavoured to
meet him by arranging for his readmis-
sion onl certain conditions. Mr. Hamel
refused to accept the offer which was
made, with thle result that it was not
possible to proceed further. Personally,
he (the Premier) was not keein on allow-
ing- every public officer whose services
had been dispensed with, and who felt
that he had a grievance, to demand the
appointment of a select committee, he-
cause from experience, it was found that
if such a person was given a select com-
mittee and unless the finding was in
his favour, that person remained as dis-
satisfied as ever. On this occasion, how-
ever, it was understood that Mr. Hamel
had given an undertaking in writing that
he would be prepared to abide by the
finding of the select committee.

Mr. George: Did the Public Service
Comm issioner inquire into the matter?

The PREMTER: Yes; the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner went into the question
very carefully. and 'Mr. Hamel had bad
every consideration extended to him, but
he remained dissatisflcri. and now per-
haps, for the sake of the peace of mind
of hon. members, it might be advisable
to agree to the appointment of a select
committee. The inquiry would not take
up very much time, nor would it cost
very much, and it would have the effect
of clearing uip the matter.

Mr. TAYLOR (Mount Mfargaret) -
While.he would have no objection to the
appointment of a select committee to in-
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quire into these grievances, which on the
face of them, appeared to have some
foundation, from his experience in this
Chamber lie found that civil servants
whose services had been dispensed with
by one Government, as soon as a new
Government came into office, succeeded
in getting that new Government to take
up their matter, and then, if the Premier
or the M.Ninister controlling the depart-
mient. did not g ive them the satisfaction
they believed they were entitled to, they
then approached a member of Parliament
with the view of getting him to move for
the appointment of a select committee.
There had been no special reasons given
in this case for the appointment of a
select committee.

Hon. J. -Mitchell: They have not been
given, but there are reasons.

Mr. TAYLOR: The Premier, who had
nothing to do with the removal of the
officer, informed the House that he had
gone into the case when it was brought
under his notice, shortly after he assumed
the office of Premier, and that he found
no injustice had been done. If the
select committee were only for the purpose
of satisfying 'Mr. Hamel-he (Mr. Tay-
lor) did not know the gentleman at all-
it wvas hardly a reasonable proposition
that the House should be called upon to
consider the grievances of this individual.
He hoped, howvever, if it was appointed,
that a precedent would not be established,
and that persons with grievances would
be led to believe that they could come
along and demand the appointment of a
select committee. We often met that type
of man who had been removed from a
position for perhaps a good reason, and
who continued to protest until those pro-
tests became grievances, and who then
wvent from member to member on the Op-
position side of the House. and at the end
of two or three years or five years con-
vinced himself to such an extent that the
grievances really' did exist, and that no-
thing but a select committee would satisfy
him. He (Mr. Taylor) had had some ex-
perience of select committees of this kind,
and he could almost foretell what the de-
cision would be. The only thing the select
committee would dio had been explained

by the member who moved the motion,
and also by the Premier, and it was that
it would satisfy the individual.

The Premier: That is worth a good
deal from the point of view of our peace
of mind.

Mr. TAYLOR: There was no desire on
his part to oppose the appointment of the
select committee, bitt lie did not altogether
hold that select committees should be ap-
pointed for this class of investigation.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam)
There was some justification for the select
committee to investigate this ease. The
officer was in the Government service for
some years; he left the Slate and went to
Victoria, and was sent for to take up his
old position. At Ihe end of another four
or five years lie was dismissed from the
service, or at any rate lie was retrenched,
and lie was told that lie was not compet-
ent to do the work which he had done pre-
viously for some years. This man was
brought back from Victoria with his wife
and half a dozen children. It was right
that a select committee should not he ex-
pected to inquire into the case of every
retrenched officer, but* in this instance
there was meason for a searching investi-
gation.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) : It was
his intention to oppose the motion. He
was strongly of opinion that the Govern-
ment should have the right to dismiss
civil servants, and he was convinced that
until they obtained that right the Govern-
ment would never get what they required
or deserved in respect to the civil service.
While not wishing to go into the whole
question of the right of 'Ministers to dis-
charge civil servants, he desired to put
forward the proposition that the civil
servant was a workman, the same as any
other workman, and that his position
should be held on terms and conditions
similar to those governing the positions
of other workmen. The idea was alto-
gether Wrong that hecause a man, when
a boy or youth, managed to get into the
civil service he must remain in the service
as long as he lived. This system wag not
working out very well, whether in this
State or in other parts of Australia, The
popular theory was that it was impossible
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to shift a civil servant unless sonic charge
that lie had done something wrong could
be absolutely proved against him. To
avoid doing anything wvrong quite a num-
ber of civil servants did nothing at all.
Of course a civil servant could not be
dismissed for doing nothing at all, be-
cause he was in his position by Act of
Parliament. by usage, by custom, by un-
written lawv, by the Public Service Act,
and by the Public Service Commissioner;
but when, in spite of all these things, a civil
servant zot put out, it was going alto-
gether too far to bring the matter before
the Hov~ an(1 ack a select committee to
sit iuw.,i it. There was a great deal of
method in the American madness of each
new Government changing the civil ser-
vants on coming into power. He intended
to oppose the motion because he believed
the civil servants had ally amount of pro-
teetion at present without coming to the
House for more.

-Yr. McI)OWALL (Coolgardie) : It was
his intention to Support the motion for
the appointment of a select committee.
Mr. Hamel had spoken to him about the
matter, and when the papers were laid
on tlie Table he (Mr. Mcewall) bad
looked through them. Although from the
perusal of the papers lie had failed to
see that Mr. Ifamel had a very serious
grievance, yet Mr. Hamel maintained that
his services had been illegally dispensed
with, and by that contention Mr. Hamel
had practically charged the Public Service
Commissioner with having acted impro-
perly. Under the circumstances the mat-
ter should be cleared up, and for that
reason he would support the motion, in
addition to which there was the further
reason given by the Premier, namely, the
peace of mind of hon. members. If this
matter were finally dealt with it would be
a zreat relief to him.

Mr. LANDER (in reply); It had not
been his intention to bring this motion
forward with a view to establishing a
precedent in respect to dismissed civil
servants appealing to the House. Rather
had lie been moved by the reasons given
by Yr. Mitchell, namely, that there was
justification for the proposed investiga-
tion. When, last session, he bad agreed

to move for the papers dealing with tbe
ease. Mrt. Hamel had assured him verbally
that that action would be final. Since
then he had taken the precaution to secure
it writing from Air. Haiel the statement
that the motion for a select committee
would] he final. in view of this he thought
hie could assure the House that if the
select committee were granted. finality
would be reached.

The Premier: You bad bettor put that
written statement before the committee
and mark, it "Exhibit A."

Question put and passed.
Ballot taken. and a select committee

appointed consisting- of Messrs. Harper,
- sieP . J. Stubbs. Wisdom, and the

mover (Mvr. Lander), with power to call
for persons and papers, to sit on days
over which the House stands adjournied,
and to report this day fortnight.

Nooase adJourned at 10 p.m.

ThUrsday1, 4th September, 1913.

Quation : Supreme Court Judge, ne appoint-
Bn:meat..............Bl:Mines e lao,2x

Past
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The SPEARER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-SUPREMF 1  COURT
JUDGE, N EW APPOINTMENT.

3fr. O*LOGHIEN asked thie Premier:
1, Has his attention been drawn to an
article in Tuesday's Daily News, where-
in it is stated that Mr. Keenan, K.C.,
had been selected as the new Judge 7 2,
Is there any truth in the said statement 9
3, Has Cabinet yet discussed the matter?
4. If not, can the Government, in the
interests of honest journali.3m. do some-
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